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Editorial Notes 


Creosote. 


Dvurinc 1934 the selling price of creosote hardened from 
ad. to 44d. a gallon. On the London Market the quota- 
hin is now 5d. to 54d. In recent issues of the 
“ JournaL ’? we have advanced reasons for the firm tone 
of the creosote market, and we have advocated that in 
vlling this valuable product the Gas Industry’s policy 
should be short-term contracts, that gas undertakings 
should keep a firm hand on the creosote they manufac- 
ture. 

Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., are making great 
progress with their plant at Billingham for producing 
petrol direct from coal—the process which aroused 
general public interest in 1933 at the time when the 


‘Government guarantee of a preference on home produced 


petrol was made. The terms of the guarantee are well 
known to our readers. 

We are most interested to learn that the first hydro- 
genation unit of the Billingham plant has been brought 
successfully into operation. This unit is engaged in con- 
verting coal tar creosote into petrol. 


The Coke Market 


“Coxe and breeze are very satisfactory, the revenue 
having gone up by some £180,000. This is due to the 
larger quantities made and also to an improvement in 
price. We sold 1,288,121 tons—another record in the 
Company’s history.”” This quotation from the speech of 
Sir David Milne-Watson to the shareholders of the Gas 
Light and Coke Company intrigues us very much indeed. 
“We are continuing the comparatively recent policy of 
leaving a definite amount of gas in the coke instead of driv- 
ing it all out by a process of complete carbonization, and 
it is found that the loss of gas-yield is more than compen- 
sated by the increased value of the coke.”’ This, from 
the Address of Dr. Charles Carpenter, as President of the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company, is also highly interest- 
ing. In spite of the considerable reduction in the amount 
of coke sold, the revenue obtained was substantially in- 
creased. Then, if we turn to the past year’s working of 
the Commercial Gas Company, we find that, due to better 
make per ton and better price, coke fetched considerably 
more than in 1988, and this again in spite of the reduc- 
tion in the sales of gas. 

In view of our expressed opinions of the value of the 


coke market to the Gas Industry, the foregoing results 
are particularly gratifying. We have emphasized, and 
we stress again, that the Gas Industry, if it intends to 
extend the use of gas by lowering the cost of the 
gaseous therm, should look upon itself as a Products 
Industry. Future progress, we are convinced, lies 
in this direction. Both the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany and the Commercial Gas Company show a high 
figure for the coke made for sale per ton of coal ear- 
bonized. Surely these results—and we could quote others 
from the year’s working of other undertakings—demon- 
strate that effort in preparing good coke and marketing 
it efficiently is well worth while. As we see it, we are 
merely tapping an enormous field, definitely a revenue 
producing field. As an Industry we are selling only ap- 
proximately 7,600,000 tons of coke annually, of which 
the most recent available statistics show that a matter 
of 800,000 tons was exported. The potential market is 
at least 40 million tons in the domestic field alone, and 
we are replying to the challenge by selling less than 
7 million tons. 


A Growing Demand 


THERE is a growing public demand, as we have been 
at pains recently to point out, for a smokeless solid fuel 
for water heating, central heating, and the open firegrate. 
In regard to the open firegrate, for example, Mr. Henry 
Woodall stated in his Address as Chairman of the Totten- 
ham and District Gas Company that his Undertaking had 
fixed more than 3,500 coke burning grates during the 
past year—a figure indicative of the increasing apprecia- 
tion on the part of the consumer of the economy and 
satisfaction to be gained by burning coke. The demand 
is growing, and we are convinced that the rate of growth 
can be greatly accelerated if we tackle the problem with 
greater knowledge. A few weeks ago we called attention 
to the excellent move made by the London and Counties 
Coke Association to accept gas undertakings in the pro- 
vinces outside its area as affiliated members of the 
Association. This is a step in the right direction which 
we hope will have full measure of support. Whither, we 
ask, do the 7 million tons of gas coke sold yearly in this 
country go? What proportion is used for domestic water 
heating; what amount for the open firegrate; what quan- 
tity for industrial purposes? Again, what are the propor- 
tions taken by the various industries comprising the indus- 
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trial load ? 
ing problem 
ing the 


As a beginning in meeting the coke market- 
in the Gas Industry, with the aim of extend- 
of gas at a cheaper price, surely every 
undertaking should ascertain without loss of time how the 
coke sold is divided into the various categories of use. 
There is a need for individual effort, and this individual 
effort must be complemented by the work of a National 
Coke Association. 


use 


Drive and Direction Needed 


We want more drive and more direction in handling 
coke sales, The housing problem alone calls for imme- 
diate attention from the point of view of coke sales as 
well as of gas sales. What provisions for domestic hot 
water supply are to be made by the builders of the 
hundreds of thousands of homes likely to be erected dur- 
ing 1935? It can, we think, safely be said that as far 
as the South of England is concerned, where solid fuel is 
to be used coke boilers will form an integral part of the 
equipment. But conditions in the North of England are 
very different from those obtaining near London. 
Dwellers in the North have been brought up to the use 
of cheap household coal and the ‘* back boiler.”” How 
are we going to approach this particular phase of the 
problem? Are we going to stress the obvious merits of a 
self-contained water heating appliance, or are we going 
to produce a type of fuel which will burn satisfactorily in 
the so-called ** all-purpose ’’ grate, which provides for 
cooking, water heating, and room heating ? 

We suggest that a thorough self-examination on the 
possibilities of the coke market will reveal to the Gas 
Industry a state of ignorance which it will not wish to 
tolerate. As a first step towards better sales, we urge 
economic research by individual undertakings and by a 
National Coke Association. We must find what we want, 
and how to get it. 


Changed Circumstances 


STEADILY we are getting through once again the com- 
pany meetings which bring into prominence the results of 
the work of the Gas Industry during another twelve 
months, and the reports of the proceedings call for care- 
ful study. Gone are the days when chairmen of gas 
companies were called upon—in most cases, not once a 
year, but twice—to unfoid to modest 
shareholders a calm, unruffled tale of normal increases in 
business upon stereotyped lines. Life has become alto- 
gether more complicated, and the gas business with it. 
** Once upon a time,”’ the preparation of the quarterly 
gas account formed periodically the great excitement of 
the gas official, and its receipt, along with numerous 
other demands for goods supplied or services rendered, 
was too often seized upon by the consumer as an excuse 
for another grumble. Now all this has been altered. We 
have prepayment and deferred payment, and even the 
quarterly account is beset by one of monthly duration. 
We have units and tariffs, and are going to have more. 
We have competition, some of it fair. Thus it comes 
about that the report of a gas company meeting makes 
more engrossing reading to-day than was the case under 
more straightforward conditions. 

From the weather point of view 1934 proved a disap- 
pointment: It fell short both as to rainfall and as to 
low thermometer readings—the latter characteristic, of 
course, heavily influencing gas consumption. But apart 
from this, very much that is satisfactory is to be gleaned 
from the records. One of these satisfactory features is 
the incessant demand for new gas-consuming appliances. 
The Metropolitan and Greater London Companies furnish 


gatherings of 
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surprising statistics in this connection. But even }, 
we find ourselves up against added complication, Ib 
day the demand is not merely for a cooker or a fire: , 
is for the more decorative, more elaborate, and therefor 
more expensive types of gas cooking and heating appli 
ance which—thanks largely to the deferred payment gg 
hire-purchase systems—the ** discerning consumer ” fing, 
at his or her disposal. 

Already in the ** Journat ”* have appeared figures ». 
lating to the Gas Light and South Metropolitan (Cop, 
panies, and to-day we report fully the proceedings at tly 
meetings of the Commercial, Wandsworth, South Suby. 
ban, and Croydon Companies. In the various cases vas 
totals range from modest decreases to equally modeg 
increases—a fact which must be mainly attributable 4 
special circumstances—but the dominating features ay 
much the same in each instance. One of these featur 
is the heavy demand for modern appliances, which is x 
gratifying because, as was remarked at the Commercij 
meeting, *‘ it anchors the business to gas.’’ True, th: 
business is gained at greater cost than was formerly th 
case. Nevertheless, appliances are being fixed by th 
thousand, and even by the hundred thousand, and th 
purchasers, or hirers, are not having them for ornamett, 
A tasteful and efficient appliance is all the time , 
** silent salesman ” for gas. 

Another feature of these reports affords an objed 
lesson in one particular direction to which the attentim 
of those engaged in the Gas Industry may be usefull 
drawn once again. It was emphasized a few months ag 
by the Board of Trade Return relating to authorized gu 
undertakings for 1933. When commenting upon thi 
return in the ‘* JourNAL,’”? we remarked: ‘ With 
a total number of consumers in 1938 nearly half a million 
greater than in 1931, the fact that the sales of gas wer 
somewhat less in 1983 than was the case in 1931 
matter to which considerable significance attaches. Nev 
consumers cost money, and when this cost is not cour 
tered by a corresponding increase in the all-round cor- 
sumption of gas, it is unfortunate. A sure way to re 
duced prices is through an increased consumption of gas 
per customer.’? How this increased consumption is ti 
be secured is the problem which those connected with the 
Industry must endeavour without ceasing to solve 
One direction was indicated by Dr. Carpenter, when hi 
said that the Commercial Company actually sold last yea 
over 17,000 sets of lighting burners, while over the las 
five years they have disposed of 170,000. But if not light- 
ing burners—then an appliance for some other purpov. 
Nowadays people spend less time at home than they onet 
did, and far too many housewives have learned to “‘ cook 
with a tin-opener.”? If the Gas Industry can do any: 
thing to correct these tendencies, it will have done far 
more than serve its own vast body of shareholders. 


ss 


IS a 


The Burden of Local Taxation 


Tue great interest which any important rating decisio) 
arouses in the Industry is conclusive evidence that th 
burden imposed upon gas undertakers by local taxatiol 
is heavy. 

The comments in our issue of Feb. 13 regarding tht 
decision of the Court of Railway and Canal Commissio! 
in favour of the Southern Railway Company elicited 4 
letter last week from Sir John Ferguson Bell which mus 
express the thoughts of many of our readers. Many wil 
agree with Sir John ** that Public Utility Companies at 
taxed out of all proportion to other industries,” and wil 
also bear in mind the no less unhappy position of the 
trading departments of Local Authorities. ' 

This inequality in the rating assessments of Publi 
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tilities as compared with other industries was increased 

hen the gas, water, and electricity industries were 
lire; (enied the benefits of derating enjoyed by other indus- 
hereforg rial organizations with some of which the Gas Industry, 
S appl; least, is in direct competition. Many suggestions 
et auM..ve therefore been made from time to time as to the 
”? finds means Whereby the severe burdens of local taxation could 
e mitigated. Applications in favour of an extension of 
jerating benefits to Public Utilities have invariably 


ED hey 
In. Ty 












ures re, 


1 Com, allen upon deaf ears. Such applications are never re- 
at thi icted, it is true, on any grounds of logic or justice, but 
Subwfre brushed aside on the plea of expediency. The money 
Ses gu ust come from somewhere, we are told, and from whom 
mode, etter than from Publie Utility Undertakers ? We would 


ible suggest that this argument, though perhaps flattering, 
‘eS ani; entirely and fundamentally unsound. Public Utilities 


‘ature longer browse in the sweet pastures of monopoly, but 
h is y are subject to fierce competition, particularly with 
NET Cia) 


oreign oil. 

e, the Failing derating, it is not unnatural that some, like 
ly the ‘Sir John Ferguson Bell, should have suggested that, as a 
Y thie means of obtaining relief, the profits principle should be 
the abandoned in favour of a ** simpler plan.’’ It is hardly 
met Bikely, we fear, that a percentage of divisible profits would 
me 4H ie accepted, particularly having regard to the fact that 

_ EPthe amount of profits to be divided depends upon the dis- 
je cretion of the Directors. It is also to be remembered 
nto that Income-Tax assessments do not involve any con- 
Tul ideration of a hypothetical tenant, yet few would regard 
* 420 such assessments as simple. 

l as 

this 
vif The Machinery of Assessment 
ion 
were AS against an alteration of the present system it is to be 
is 4 remembered that the Gas, Water, and Electricity Associa- 
Neve tions have repeatedly, and after the most careful considera- 
u-f tion, affirmed their adherence to the profit basis of assess- 
on ment. Not many years ago the Metropolitan Water Board 
r-e fought a case to the House of Lords in order firmly to 
gue establish the principle, and since that date every attack 
to upon the principle has been strenuously resisted. For 
the instance, in recent months proposals in some respects 
ve contrary to the application of the system in Scotland have 
he{& been rejected by the Industry. And if the present system 
aff is to be altered, there is the even more vital question as 
st to what alternative system could be devised which would 
iF command substantial approval and at the same time 
«fallow for the necessary flexibility which the facts and 
ef circumstances of each individual case demand. If an 
kf equal rateable value was to be placed upon two under- 
yf takings, a substantial injustice might be done to one of 
wf those undertakings notwithstanding the fact that both of 
them sold the same amount of gas and obtained the same 
gross receipts. Further, any system could not be 
accepted without most careful consideration of its effect 
upon the Gas Industry as compared with a newer indus- 
try not at present carrying so heavy an amount of 
“ tenant’s capital.” 

While not wishing to be dogmatic on so complicated 
a subject, we rather suspect that the present system of 
assessing Public Utilities is reasonably sound, but that 
it is the machinery of assessment that. requires amend- 
ment. While it would be difficult to ask that Public 
Utilities, alone of all other hereditaments in the country, 
should be allowed to dispense with the hypothetical 
| tenant, it is reasonable and practicable to suggest that 
- some considerable modifications should be made in exist- 
ing procedure. As we pointed out in our last article, 
Public Utilities are much handicapped by reason of the 
fact that appeals from Assessment Committees lie to 
Quarter Sessions. Courts of Quarter Sessions have in the 
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past tolerated departures from the orthodox system of 
assessment which have been rejected decisively by the 
Court of Railway and Canal Commission in the Southern 
Railway Appeal. The advantages of a National Appeal 
Tribunal should not be overlooked by Public Utilities, 
who will, even under the present system, gain much 
benefit from the decision given in the Railway case. In 
addition, coercive force should be given to the repre sen- 
tions made to the Minister by the Central Valuation Com- 
mittee that, where hereditaments extend into the areas 
of more than one Rating Authority, a cumulo value 
should be agreed and communicated to the undertakers 
before any question of apportionment arises. A reform 
of procedure on these lines is, in our view, the surest way 
to obtain some amelioration of the present excessive 
burden of local taxation. 


‘Plug in to Gas”’ 


Piue and socket gas connectors for portable appliances 
are being installed by the thousand, and are proving a 
great convenience to the consumer. Like the switch, 
they are adding to the popularity of gas at a time when 
such a high premium is placed on convenience. This 
very convenience, however, makes it necessary for us to 
sound a note of warning. The plug and socket gas con- 
nector is, comparatively, in the early stage of its develop- 
ment, and it is essential to avoid a multiplicity of types. 
A large variety of connectors spells irritation and incon- 
venience to the consumer and will cause a break in the 
chain of service of which our Industry is so justly proud. 
This point is so obvious as to need no elaboration, and it 
calls for co-operation between the several constituent 
undertakings of the Industry and the manufacturers of 
fittings. An example of the chaotic state resulting from 
lack of co-ordination was provided by the electricity in- 
dustry some years ago, when fittings simply would not fit. 
Standardization provided the remedy. 

Quite definitely we must not duplicate this confusion 
in our own Industry, and there is no need for us to do 
so if we apply co-operative standardization—and apply 
it at once. The manner of standardization we require 
is as outlined by Mr. S. F. Dunkley in the ** Journat ”° 
a few weeks ago. There is a real danger in standardiz- 
ing everything and anything simply for the sake of stan- 
dardization, and in cases where there is no real need for 
it. On no account must standardization retard invention 
or eliminate individuality. But we are impressed with 
the need for agreed uniformity on this question of plug and 
socket connectors for portable gas appliances. There 
has already been issued a British Standard Specification 
for such connectors, and we suggest that this should be 
observed until such time as it comes up for review. We 
are not asking for rigidity in the specification, for the 
whole principle underlying standardization must be flexi- 
bility; but we do ask for a measure of co-operation in 
what may appear perhaps a minor matter, but which, if 
it is allowed to drift, may well have a far-reaching adverse 
effect on the general public’s goodwill towards gas. 


Gas at the B.I.F. 


For the first time for seven years our readers will not 
receive this year in February a ‘‘ B.I.F. Number,”’ con- 
taining details and illustrations of the Gas Industry’s 
exhibits at the British Industries Fair. The reasons, of 
course, are well known—namely, that the Castle Brom- 
wich Section of the Fair, at which the Joint Gas Exhibit 
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has previously been staged, 


decided is totally unsuitable for the purpose. 


While the decision not to exhibit at Castle Bromwich 
did not meet with entirely general approval by the Indus- 
try, it is satisfactory to know that several proposals were 
considered at the end of last year by the Joint Co- 


ordinating Committee with regard to the participation 


of the Gas Industry in exhibitions throughout the coun- 


try. It was decided, as this is a matter in which all the 
National Bodies are concerned, that it should be referred 
to the British Gas Federation, with a request that it shall 
set up a Committee to deal with the matter. For the 
sake of those who are restive concerning the absence of 
the Gas Industry from the coming Castle Bromwich Fair, 
we look forward to a considered pronouncement by the 
B.G.F. on the whole subject, hoping that some scheme 
may be evolved from joint discussion capable of showing 
a better return for expenditure as far as the Gas Industry 
is concerned than the joint exhibit at the B.I.F., 
the primary object of which exhibition is, after all, to 
stimulate export trade. 

In the meantime, therefore, we must be content with 
the part gas is playing at the London Section of the 
B.1.F. now running—and a very gratifying part it is. In 
addition to the excellent displays of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company and the South Metropolitan Gas Company 
in the Chemical and Allied Products Section at Olympia, 


has been postponed until 
May, a date which the organizers of the gas display have 
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to which we refer on later pages, gas is very Promined 
at the Textile and Furnishing Section at the White Cit 
Here gas is not merely being displayed from a Public 
standpoint, but is definitely fulfilling essential seryicg: 
a manner which must appeal to the thousands of yigi, 
to this section from all parts of the world, and ther, 
redound to the credit of the Industry. 

Apart from the 1,500 gas fires and radiators in the hal 
and corridors and the huge gas-fired central heating j 
stallation, most interesting, perhaps, is the introductia 
for the first time of * floodheating *’ by means of radia] 
surface combustors. These heaters, of course, are ideg 
for this class of work, for, in addition to their very hig 
radiant efficiency, they may be set on walls or standank 
thus leaving valuable floor space free. Gas is also yy 
for all the cooking at this section, as well as for { 
standby lighting of passages and exits and for wat 
heating in the cloakrooms. It is estimated that fiftes 
million cubic feet of gas will be used at this section alm 
~-a fine tribute to the service the Industry can rend 
at such exhibitions. The only question is, “ Has ty 
Industry not been too modest as regards its services 4 
the Fair? *? The fires, radiators, and possibly the surfay 
combustors are unmistakably gas to the layman; by 
does he realize that all the central heating, the provisig 
of hot water in the cloakrooms, and even the very fj 
he consumes at the Exhibition aiso depend upon thi 
same medium ? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Holding Companies and the Gas Industry 


Sir,—The decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States of America on the gold clause cases will accentuate 
the suspicion, seldom absent from the lay mind, that 
neither clauses in agreements nor sections in statutes 
necessarily mean what they appear to say or even say 
what they are intended to mean. In our own country 
these questions also are often only determined after refer- 
ence to our Supreme Court, while the decisions of this are 
not always so nicely calculated to preserve the status quo. 

For those responsible for the conduct of undertakings 
the operations of which are limited by statute, this situa- 
tion is not without its inconveniences 

In the absence of an authoritative legal decision, is any- 
one quite certain what powers were conferred on author- 
ized gas undertakings by virtue of section (1) of the Gas 
Undertakings Act, 1932? The purport of the section is to 
give such undertakers a right to invest a limited amount 
of money in undertakings other than their own, and sub- 
sections (a) and (b) define the kind of undertaking in 
which investment may be made. Let us see what sub- 
section (a) says: 

** (a) carry on or are about to carry on, in any part of 
the United Kingdom, any process or operation of 
the same or substantially the same character as 
any process or operation which the undertakers 
are as such authorized to carry on.’’ 


What do the words ‘‘ any process or operation ’’ exactly 
mean? Are these words intended to mean only such pro- 
cesses and operations as are concerned in the manufacture 
and supply of gas and residual products? Or do they cover 
also the kind of operation performed on the Stock Ex- 
change? And since the purchase and holding of shares is 
authorized by this section itself, would this make it lawful 
to invest in a company that does nothing but purchase and 
hold shares in other companies? If this be legitimate, 
then must the holding companies hold only shares in such 
undertakings as the investing company is itself authorized 
to invest in? It does not appear to be so, for the word 
** solely ’’ contained in sub-section (b) is omitted from 
sub-section (a). But if there be no such limitation, is any 
holding company available for investment provided it holds 


at least one share in a gas comp: iny; no matter if (fo 
instance) the rest of its holdings are in pepper? 

The problem is not greatly different if holding con 
panies that are nothing else are ruled out as inadmissibk 
In that case, would the legal requirements be met by: 
holding company with £1,000,000 capital owning a gw 
works worth £5,000? Can investment be made in a Wed 
African Gold Mining Company if it operates a_ benzo 
plant in England? 

The answers to these and other questions, for there ar 
plenty of them, would not be very difficult to find if 1 
could be sure that the sub-section means what it appear 
to say. But does it? If it does, it would be interestin 
to know if it says what it was intended to mean. Perhap 
some day the House of Lords will set both doubts at rest. 

Yours, &c., 
ARTHUR VALON. 
5, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 
Feb. 22, 1935. 





Stockholders and the Industry 


Sir,—In the editorial pages of this week’s issue of the 

‘Gas JouRNAL ”’ you once again refer to the part stock 
nth in the Gas Industry might play in furthering tle 
cause. Therefore I feel that some of my views, expressté 
as concisely as possible, might be of interest to yoursel 
and your readers. 

I should make it clear at once by saying that I am a gi 
stockholder and have used all the influence at my commati 
to encourage the use of gas, particularly for lighting, 
among those with whom I come in contact, and have beet 
engaged sometimes in lengthy arguments, verbal av 
written. I am no doubt regarded in some quarters as ! 
crank. 

It is at all times difficult to trace results from the per 
sonal recommendation of anything, but I should say tha 
little or no good has resulted from my efforts. But I 
not wish to discourage others, quite the reverse; hence ths 
letter. 

Speaking generally, I think stockholders should 
divided into two classes, with sub-divisions which may well 
be ignored for the present. 

For our purpose there are two kinds of stockholders 
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«“ 4’ are persons who seek the soundest investments 


Diney ag capital, regardless of whether the particular kinds 
> City f are antagonistic to one another or not, so long 


ogee - flourishing at the time and prospects are 
s they appear flourishing at the time and pr spect: ove 
|, These people will invest their savings, or other 
a ‘n concerns whose business it may be to supply gas, 
en electricity for domestic and other requirements, 
ite independently of which of those three sources of light, 
vat, and power they themselves may use or prefer. They 
il have some holdings in rail or motor transport, beer 
nd minerals, or even in newspaper concerns holding op- 
site political see assumption that what one 
i av lose > other will gain. 
oe nla to our * he stockholder group who take 
~ lively and intelligent interest in some form of industry, 
leg ommerce, or domestic economy, without being necessarily 
’ his tively engaged in business of any kind, who will invest 
larkimaccording to their personal taste, yet having the same re- 
ard for safety as the ‘‘ A ”’ people. a 
7 I must claim to be one of the “‘ B people, and never 
t tM ave heen able to see through the spectacles of the “ A 
Watempeople; < — the second group of investors is in a 
, ery small minority. . 
me ‘Now it is not of the least use for you, Sir, to expect the 
alor arger, or “‘ A’’’ group of stockholders, to help the cause 
ended all. They will not press their friends to abate the smoke 
s tMggrom their chimney, or to switch on the gas; nor will they 
ncourage the use of stand-by plug-in lighting in lieu of 
€S tM ndles should the electric light fail, which I believe has 
Irieen known, or in any other way encourage them to do 
bv 
V1 Sigg 
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shat they never do themselves. 

Their own choice of light and heat will come to them, in 
he case of a new house, through the builder, architect, or 
fou cent, who will sheepishly follow the fashion of the district, 
- thir what he thinks ‘‘ everyone is doing now.” 
When 1 was at the Annual Meeting of the South Metro- 
ylitan Gas Company the other day, I was rewarded for 
‘early attendance by hearing two prosperous-looking elderly 
jadies who from their conversation were obviously electr!- 
ally minded, notwithstanding that they were gas stock- 
holders, proved by their presence there, and had recently 
hought some electricity shares, upon which they were con- 
gratulating themselves. Quite a typical instance of the 
“A” type investor. 

This incident set me conjecturing how many gas-minded 
and gas-using proprietors there were present. 

Now to take things a little farther. I read 
“Quidnune’s ”’ article with great interest, and do not think 
he has found an isolated case of a gas company director 
busing electric light. I could give others, and I consider it 
His a practice which is very damaging to the Industry and 
ian injustice to the people providing the capital. It should 
be rectified without delay. 

To sum up: I consider that the psychology of stock- 
holders is highly complex. It is difficult to convince people 
against the dictates of fashion. Not many years ago, in 
sspite of the presence of the more modern forms of lighting 
Fin houses of good taste, it was the custom to light the 
dinner table with candles only. Few were the exceptions 
sat that time. The fact that candles were rendered out of 
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Personal 
A Tribute to Mr. W. E. Price. 


There has recently come to our notice, quite by chance, 
a story which concerns Mr. W. E. Price, who has for so 
lng been Hon. Secretary of The Institution of Gas En- 

‘Bsineers. Feeling certain that the Industry would be 
ch interested in hearing anything in appreciation of so old a 


the ‘friend, we have elicited—not from Mr. Price—details of a 
- ‘scheme to commemorate the esteem in which he was held 
Sel 


by all ranks of his former employees at Hampton Court. 
” The idea was instigated by Mr. L. Turner, a gasfitter in 
the employ of the Company, whose original scheme was the 


ind ) L 4. 
ny, @ Presentation of an enlarged photograph of Mr. Price from 
» me the ex-service members of the Company—as they had pre- 


i ‘viously done in commemoration of the late Mrs. W. E. 
Price, and the interest she had taken in sending them 
letters and parcels while they were at the front. But 
op “ther employees who were not ex-servicemen asked to be 
mE lowed to contribute—which led to the idea of providing 
doe ’.technical library at the Works. Mr. Turner set about 
is fdiscovering how many would be prepared to subscribe 

small weekly amounts for two years towards this end, and 
he 2° fewer than 88 immediately fell in with the scheme. 
all They have now been subscribing since the beginning of 

April, 1934, and are continuing until April, 1936, and so 
sp *t not a single subscriber has dropped out, while one or 

two have inereased their contributions. The library has 
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date years previously had no bearing on that craze, even 
the enhanced risk of fire had no effect; but it has changed, 
and candles have appeared in ever increasing numbers 
lately for emergency use occasioned by the vagaries of 
“Pretty Fanny.’ ‘They are now to be seen everywhere 
as decorative adjuncts to the all-electric house. 

That is a small instance of the trend of fashion; possibly 
something might happen again to popularize gas lighting 
with the majority, and if the wave was set in motion 
nothing would check its course. 

Electric light is now fitted in new houses. The Gas In- 
dustry must not rest content with its present share of the 
lighting load. 

The magnificent showrooms widely distributed over 
South London exhibit gas lighting—in addition to all the 
other domestic appliances—in all its esthetic and artistic 
beauty in quantity and quality far beyond the dreams and 
imagination of all those who have not had the good fortune 
to see it for themselves; and I would urge all those readers 
of your excellent ‘‘ JourNaL,’”’? who have not already done 
so, to go and look at what can be achieved by modern gas 
lighting at the best, where those irritating gas and air 
adjustments are conspicuous by their absence. 

Such displays as these will do much to convince the 
pig-headed of the advantages of gas and the superiority of 
our lighting. Also the efforts of ‘Mr. Therm ” are far- 
reaching in bringing to the notice of the public the uses of 
gas in the home. 

These realities and the campaign through the medium 
of the Press must be largely responsible for the great in- 
crease of appliances sold by the London and _ other 
companies recently. 

The stockholder has a duty to perform, for the benefit 
of himself, his company, and his brother shareholders, and 
any effort to make him realize this is worthy of attention. 

Yours, &c., 
R. V. E. pe B. Crawsnay. 

Yacht Mamgu, Hythe Quay, 

Maldon, Essex, 
Feb. 23, 1935. 


““A Products Industry” 


Sir,—I should like to express to you my feelings of ap- 
preciation of the really excellent leaders that appeared in 
last week’s ‘‘ JourNnaAL.”? The substance of the editorials 
seems to me to be of the greatest significance to the Gas 
Industry. You brought into focus the outstanding con- 
tributions to the subject, and obtained a balanced view of 
the whole situation which was most striking. I feel that 
such contributions will have the greatest influence upon 
the development of the Industry. 

Yours, &c., 
F. S. Srnnatr, 
Director of Fuel Research. 

Fuel Research Station, 

Blackwall Lane, East Greenwich, 
London, S.E. 10, 
Feb. 25, 1935. 


already been put into use, complete with a bookease which 
the men have made themselves, and furnished with suitable 
books. 

We are indebted to Mr. Turner for giving us these par- 
ticulars, and we will add only part of the tribute which he 
pays to his former Managing Director. ‘‘ He was a model 
employer,’’ says Mr. Turner, ‘ always fair in all his deal- 
ings, never forgetting the men under him. When he 
retired they lost the father of a large family, a man whose 
gaan from their point of view, could but be hard to 
fill.’’ ' 


* * * 


? 


Presentation to Mr. Harold Shewring. 


The Annual Dinner and Social Evening of the Chief 
Officials of the Rochdale Corporation was held at the 
Masonic Hall in Rochdale on Feb. 12. A most enjoyable 
evening was spent, and advantage was taken of the occa- 
sion to make a presentation on behalf of the officials to 
the retiring Gas Engineer and Manager, Mr. Harold 
Shewring, who, as stated in the “‘ JourNnat ”’ for Nov. 28, 
was recently appointed to the position of Engineer and 
Manager of the Cambridge Gas Company. 

The Town Clerk (Mr. W. H. Hickson) presided, and in 
making the presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Shewring of a 
handsome canteen of cutlery, referred in no uncertain 
manner to the esteem in which Mr. Shewring was held 
by his fellow chief officials. He also described the immense 
improvements which have been carried out under Mr. 
Shewring’s supervision at the works of the Rochdale Gas 
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Department. A touch of humour was added to the pro- 
ceedings by the Town Clerk’s reference to Mr. Shewring’s 
love of horse riding, and dpropos of this, a further 
presentation was made in the form of a paper-weight sur- 
mounted by a small bronze statuette supposed to repre- 
sent the last horse left (a particularly decrepit animal) 
when motor transport had completely run the horse off 
the roads. Mr. Shewring accepted both presents, and 
thanked the officials for their presentation in a typically 


humorous speech, 
A n * 


Mr. G. F. Donatpson, Distribution Manager of the Tun- 
bridge Wells Gas Company, has accepted an appointment 
with the Sheffield Gas Company. Mr. Donaldson formerly 
served under Mr. Ralph Halkett, General Manager of the 
Sheffield Gas Company, while he was with the Glasgow 
Corporation. 

+. * * 

A pleasant and unique ceremony took place at Brighton 
on Feb, 21, when Mr. C. H. Rurrer, M.Inst.C.E., who has 
recently retired from the position of Chief Engineer to the 
Brighton, Hove, and Worthing Gas Company, was enter- 
tained at luncheon by nine of his former pupils. Mr. 
D. L. Brown, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., A.F.R.Ae.S., Chief 
Assistant at Portslade Works, was in the chair, and called 





Institution of Chemical Engineers 
Annual Dinner and Meeting 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the Institution of 
Chemical Engineers was held at the Hotel Victoria, 
London, on Friday last, under the Presidency of Mr. W. 
Meenab. 

Speaking on the annual report and accounts, the Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. H. W. Cremer) remarked that, although 
there had been nothing of a sensational character, the past 
year had been one of steady progress and the membership 
now exceeded 800. 


The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. F. A. Greene) spoke of the 
satisfactory nature of the accounts. 

The report and accounts were then adopted. 

The following was announced as the result of the ballot 


for officers and members of Council for the coming year : 


President.Dr. H. Levinstein. 

Vice-Presidents.—Dr. W. Cullen; Dr. F. 

Hon, Secretary.—H. W. Cremer. 

Hon. Treasurer.—F. A. Greene. 

Members of Council.—W. A. Damon; Dr. ( 
J. W. Napier. 

Associate Member of Couneil.—W. R. D. Manning. 


Presentation of Medals for 1934. 


In presenting the Osborne Reynolds Medal for 1984 te 
Mr. H. Pooley (General Secretary of the Society of 
Chemical Industry) the President specially referred to the 
enthusiasm with which Mr. Pooley had carried on the work 
of the Appointments Bureau of the Institution since its 
establishment in 1925 and the valuable services he had 
rendered to the Institution ponent for so many. years. 

The Moulton Medal was then presented to Messrs. J. 
Davidson Pratt and G. S$. W. Marlow for their Paper be- 
fore the Institution entitled ‘‘ Legal Pitfalls for the 
Chemical Engineer 

The Junior Moulton Medal and Prize were awarded to 
Mr. D. Gordon Bagg for his Paper ‘‘ Determination of the 
Efficiency uf a Multi-Stage Washer.”’ 


The Chemical Engineer and Industrial Recovery. 


At the Annual Dinner, Lord Macmillan of Aberfeldy, 
proposing ‘“ The Institution of Chemical Engineers,”’ said 
he confessed that the title of the Institution had rather 
puzzled him. At first sight the chemical engineer seemed 
a rather menacing combination. What sort of hybrid was 
the chemical engineer? However, the Institution, whose 
members combined both che mistry and engineering, was 
fitted to play an important part in our industrial recovery. 
The purpose of such an Institution as the Institution of 
Chemical Engineers was two-fold. There was first the 
technical function of promoting the art which it professed 
and to enable those engaged in this great branch of scien 
tific work to meet together and exchange ideas and obtain 
all the benefits that may come from co-operation and as- 
sociation. Secondly, apart from the technical aspect, 
there was the educational side. The Institution set a very 
high standard of admission and he was happy to know 
that there were pleasing and friendly relations with the 
University of London, which had now passed from being 
merely an examining body and was hecoming a great 
teaching institution in conjunction with the Imperial Col- 


S. Sinnatt, 


V. Himus; 
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upon Mr. J. H. Carrington, Mr. Rutter’s first. pupil, , 
now Chief C he ag? to the Company, to propose the toay 
Mr. Rutter, Mr. Carrington was supporiid by Mr. G, |e) 
Diamond, M.1.Mech.E., Engineer and General M: anager | 
the Folkestone Gas and Coke Company. 

* * * 

Mr. Georce C. Pearson, Engineer-in-Charge of , 
Windsor Street Works of the Birmingham Gas Departing 
hi as been elected to Membership of the Institution of (jj 

(ngineers. 

n % * 

Mr. Leste E. Fortune, of Wibsey, Bradford, who 
Civil Engineering Assistant at the Halifax C orporation (y 
Works, has recently been elected an Associate Member , 
the Institution of Civil Engineers. 


Obituary 


His many friends in the Industry will extend their syp 
pathy to Mr. F. R. Smiru, who only recently retired fr 
the Board of Messrs. Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd., on { 
death last Sunday of his wife, after 53 years of marr 
life. 


lege of Science, King’s College, 
which were 
training. 

The Preside snt, Mr. William Macnab, responding to th 
toast, said the membership of the Institution was progres 
ing satisfac torily but not rapidly, because the desire y 
to have quality rather than quantity. Nevertheless, thod 
who had been associated with the work of the Instituti 
since its commencement had every reason to feel that th 
were justified in starting a new corporate body. For th 
preparatory work the Institution was greatly indebted | 
the first President, the late Sir Arthur Duckham, and th 
first Hon. Secretary, the late Professor Hinchley. Cor 
menting on the presence of official representatives of s 
many other societies and institutions at the dinner, th 
President remarked that there were few industries whid 
could escape the chemical engineer although there wer 
variations in the ratio of engineering to chemistry whid 
was applied to different industries. The Institution wa 
always delighted to co-operate with all other institution 
and societies and to take joint action where this wa 
thought desirable. 


and University Colleg 
carrying on great developments in sclentif 


J 
Forthcoming Engagements 
March. 
7.—MIDLAND- JUNIOR 
Paper by Mr. L. 
9.—ScorrisH JUNIOR 
Mining Department, 
burgh. Paper by Prof. 
14.—MipLANpD ASSOCIATION. 


ASSOCIATION.—Meeting ail 
W. Hathaway. 
ASssociIATION.—Jvint Visit | 
Heriot-Watt College, Edi 
H. Briggs. 

Meeting at Grand — 


Birmingham. Preside ntial Address of Mr. 4 
Roberts, of Hereford. 
15..-LONDON AND SOUTHERN JUNIOR ASSOCIATIONA 


Meeting and Paper by Dr. F. J. Eaton. 

16..-WaLES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE JUNIOR ASSOCIATIO 

-Meeting at Newport. Paper by Messrs. 

Connine. Jnr., and J. Wilson. 

16.-- WresTeERN JUNIOR Assoc1ATION.—Meeting at Bath 

20.._MANCHESTER AND District JUNIOR ASSOCIATIO 
AND YORKSHIRE JUNIOR ASSOCIATION.—Jolll 
Visit to Sheffield. 

20.—B.C.G.A.—Meeting of Executive Committee, !! 
a.m.; Special Meeting of Genera! Committe 
2.30 p.m. 

22.._MANCHESTER Districr ASSOCIATION. 
Luncheon, Midland Hotel, Manc hester ’, 
followed by the Annual Meeting, 2.30 p.m. 


Annu 


23.—ScorrisH JUNIOR ASSOCIATION * alam Dis 
Trict).—Annual Business Meeting. Paper " 
Mr. J. L. Crossley. 

28.—SouTHERN AssociaTION.—Annual General Met 
ing, Hotel 5 ey London. _ President 


Address of Mr. E. L. Nicholas, of Guildford. 


April. 
4.—B.C.G.A.—Eastern 
borough. 
4..MIDLAND JUNIOR 
paper by Mr. F. H. Lesley. 
5.—Nortn British AssocraTion.—Spring Meeting # 
Dunfermline. 


District Meeting. 


] p.l. 


Peter 


AssocraTIon.—Meeting 
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2 News 


men Price Reductions ior Jubilee IHuminations at Clitheroe 
 (iniihave been authorized by the Corporation Gas Committee. 
The Electric Rebots in Halifax Read, Dewsbury, have 
siled and been out of action for more than five days, the 
tho MMraffic being controlled by the police. Dine 
n a We are Indebted to the Secretary of the Institution 
her { Civil Engineers tor a List of Members. The addresses 
n this edition have been corrected to Jan, 1, 1935. 
Imports of Gas Coal into the Irish Free State during 
the past. year only attained a total of 216,285 tons, as 
ontrasted with 229,700 tons during the previous twelve 
months. ; . 
syn Following the Encouraging Results of a canvass, the 
fro sridport Gas Company, Ltd., have decided to extend their 
n tM mains for a distance of just over one mile to the village of 
arridilme Walditch. bs 
Application is to be Made to the Ministry of Health 
for a Hoating loan sanction of £10,000 to cover the Walsall 
Gas Department’s requirements for the laying of future 
mains and services. 

The Midland Association will hold their Annual General 

Meeting on Thursday, March 14, at the Grand Hotel, Birm- 
ingham, at 2.30 p.m., when Mr. Arthur Roberts, of Here- 
ford, will deliver his Presidential Address. 
The Annual Meeting of the Manchester District As 
sociation of Gas Engineers will take place at 2.30 p.m. at 
the Midland Hotel, Manchester, on Friday, March 22, 
preceeded by the Annual Luncheon at 1 p.m. 

A Striking Index of Progress is furnished by the gas 
consumption figures of Messrs. Mavor & Coulson, Ltd., at 
their East Kilbride Works, which has risen from 1,585,200 
eft. in 1929 to 4,262,000 c.ft. for the last full year. 

A Fire Endangered One of the Gasholders of the 
Plymouth and Stonehouse Gas Company late at night on 
chide Thursday, Feb. 21, at Coxside, but the prompt measures 
wet taken by the Plymouth fire brigade averted any trouble. 
vhicl The Directors of the European Gas Company have 
wat decided, subject to audit, to recommend a final dividend 
tion for the year -1934 at the rate of 33%, making 6°, for the 

wae year, free of income-tax. The dividends for 1938 were at 
the same rate. 

Extensions at Ardrossan.--Ardrossan Town Council 

Gas Department is to lay a new 4-in. gas main and erect 










r th 
ei 


: anew gasholder. The Department is also taking over the 

: supervision and maintenance of the lighting of the Railway 
(ompany’s premises in the Burgh. 

and A Breakdown at Fulham electricity generating station 


early on Sunday evening, Feb. 24, resulted in an area, 
t We stretching roughly from Parson’s Green to Walham Green, 
Rd being plunged into partial darkness for about half an hour. 
In several cinemas music was provided as a temporary 
[oll entertainment and the halls were lighted by the auxiliary 
, JI gas supplies. 
A Visit was paid to the Blackburn Corporation Gas- 
NF Works at Greenbank, on Saturday, by over 70 members of 
the Blackburn Textile Society, who were conducted over 
r10™ the Works by Mr. E. B. Field, Works Superintendent, and 
. TR his staff. The party were joined by Councillor R. R. 
Fielding, Chairman of the Gas Committee, and Mr. J. D. 
sat Ashworth, Engineer and Manager. 
“9 Among the New Companies registered in Scotland last 
Jo week was the Caledonian Gas Corporation, Ltd., with a 
a capital of £625,000, divided into 312,500 43% cumulative 


4 preference shares of £1 each, 187,500 43% preferred ordi- 
thet, nary shares of £1 each, and 125,000 ordinary £1 shares. 

im One of the objects of thé Company is to acquire and hold 
ee shares in gas companies and undertakings. 


So Popular have been the cookery courses for business 
psi 2s, arranged by the Neweastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead 
_ ie Gas Company, that the names of about 200 additional girls 
who wished to enrol have had to be held over until the 
fe fe "ext course. The new course was opened recently by Lady 
atid Morrison at the Connaught Hall, Newcastle, for 400 busi- 
I. ness girls from shops and offices in the city. 
Leamington Public Lighting.—The Leamington Town 
Council have adopted the recommendation of the Watch 
te-f (Lightinec) Sub-Committee that £1,000 be provided in next 
® ‘ear’s rates estimates for new gas lamps, columns, auto- 
aif "atic controllers, &c. The Sub-Committee previously in- 
spected various experimental arrangements for improved 
lighting installed by the Leamington Priors Gas Company. 
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in Brief 


Nearly a Thousand People attended the practical gas 
cookery demonstrations and exhibition of gas appliances 
given by Miss E. Kirby of Messrs. Radiation, on behalf of 
the Watford and St. Albans Gas Company, at the Public 
Hall, Harpenden, last week. Miss Kirby also judged a 
children’s cake-baking competition for which there were 
many entries. Prizes were given, and presented to the 
winners by Mr. W. F. Hillier. 


The Edinburgh Gas Department, we understand, is 
shortly to undertake large-scale production of motor spirit 
from coal, and extensive plant will be installed at Granton 
Gas-Works for the purpose. Councillor Walter Muter, Gas 
Convener, states that the Department has been experi- 
menting with the process for some time, and that, as a 
result of highly satisfactory tests, it has been decided to 
install extensive plant for the production of high-quality 
benzole for commercial purposes. 

The British Standards Institution have issued recently 
their Half-yearly Handbook which includes the indexed list 
of current British Standard Specifications to Jan. 1, 1935. 
Sections showing the current list of B.S. Specifications, the 
new specifications recently issued, and those in course of 
preparation are followed by a complete subject index of 
26 pages. Copies of the new Handbook (under reference 
C.D.5050) are available from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Publications Department, 28, Victoria Street, S.W. 1, 
price ls. 2d., post free. 

Cinema Audiences Sat in Darkness for an hour at 
Dorking on Saturday, Feb. 23, when, owing to a fault in 
the main grid system, the electricity supply to the town 
was cut off at 8.15 p.m. Lighting failed over the whole of 
that part of Dorking supplied with direct current. This 
comprises all but the outskirts. Most of the shops were 
about to close, and had to hurry out their last customers. 
The Dorking Hospital was not much affected, as it was 
near the patients’ bedtime. The supply was renewed in 
parts of the district after an hour, but other parts were 
still in darkness two hours after, 


The Addiscombe Gas Showrooms, recently opened by 
the Croydon Gas Company, were the means of demon 
strating the great reliability of gas last Monday evening, 
when they formed the one brilliant ‘* oasis ’’ of light in the 
midst of a widespread electricity failure extending from 
Elmers End to Addiscombe. The new electric lighting 
system on the main Beckenham-Croydon road was out of 
action, while, save for the area fortunate enough to fall 
within the radiance of the gas showrooms’ very fine 
exterior lighting, and for the occasional lights from shops 
whose owners have sufficient foresight to illuminate by gas, 
the whole of an important Addiscombe shopping centre and 
a large residential district were in darkness for about half 
an hour at a particularly busy period of the evening. 

The Evolution of Gas Appliances is being demonstrated 
in a practical manner by the Birkenhead Corporation Gas 
Department in the Municipal Exhibition which is now 
being -held. Of particular interest is a wrought-iron 
cooker, made in 1864, having the appearance of a solid 
iron box, which was in use in a doctor’s house in Yorkshire 
until a few years ago. The 1865 models were lined with 
porcelain tiles, with a hotplate composed of raised iron 
studs. Another dated 1874 featured most ingenious plate 
racks fitted at the side of the oven. 1874 brought a sliding 
grill in a ‘* back-aching ”’ model only 2 ft. high, and during 
the following year the first cooker with a double-oven 
casing and removable grates arrived. Of particular 
interest to the lighting engineer is an early model of an 
automatic clock control used for street lighting. The first 
gas fire ever made is another interesting exhibit, its bee- 
hive shape and wire grating giving it an altogether quaint 
appearance. Fire geysers and washing machines of 70 
years ago present a marked contrast when standing side- 
hy-side with the most up-to-date appliances. 


Amalgamation and Grouping 


Severn Valley and Tetbury. 

The Severn Valley Gas Corporation announce that the 
recent offer made to the shareholders of the Tetbury Gas 
Company, Ltd., has been accepted by holders of over 96%, 
of the shares of that Company. 
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Midland Junior Gas Association 


Visit to Bilston 


About 80 members of the Midland Junior Gas Association 
visited Bilston on Feb. 16, and during the morning made a 
tour of inspection of the Enamelling Works of Messrs. John 
Wright & Co., Ltd. The party assembled at 11 a.m. and 
was received by Mr. J. Ivan Yates, who apologized for the 
unavoidable absence of the Managing Director, Mr. J. F. 
Davis. By the kind invitation of the Directors, lunch 
was served in the Works Dining Room. 

In the afternoon the party, together with some of tne 
members of the staff of Messrs. John Wright & Co., were 
conducted over the Works of the Bilston Gas Light and 
Coke Company (under the direction of Mr. H. S. Adams, 
Engineer and Manager), where an installation of Glover- 
West vertical retorts has recently been put into use. Mem- 
bers were afterwards entertained at tea by the Directors 
of the Bilston Company. 


















Health Week Gas Exhibit at Gloucester 








Our photograph shows the stand of the Gloucester Gas Light 

Company in connection with the local Health Week Exhibition 

recently. The display created much interest, and was one of the 
features of the Exhibition. 





Safety Publications 


The Institution of Gas Engineers has received an offer 
from the Association of British Chemical Manufacturers to 
make available to its members the Safety Publications 
which are regularly issued to members of the Association. 

The Association, with the co-operation of the Factory 
Department of the Home Office, has undertaken the issue, 
in two parts, of a set of Model Safety Rules for use in 
Chemical Works: 

Part I.—Comprising the 

concise form. 

Part If.—Comprising a more extended explanation of 
the objects of the Rules, the danger of non- 
observance, and methods of obtaining the desired 
results. 


Safety Rules themselves in 


Of probably more direct interest to members of the In- 
stitution of Gas Engineers are the Safety Circulars and 
Safety Summaries, which call special attention to interest- 
ing or unusual accidents from which useful lessons can be 
learned. Information relating to the following subjects is 
included: Fire and explosion, poisonous gas or vapour or 
dust, corrosive materials, fire protection, first aid, &c. 

A set of the above publications can be seen in the 
Library of the Institution of Gas Engineers or members 
may obtain copies from the Association of British Chemical 
Manufacturers, 166, Piccadilly, London, W. 1, mentioning 
this notice, at the following rates: 

Model Safety Rules, Part I., 5s., post free. 

Model Safety Rules, Part II., Ist section (fire and ex- 
plosion risks), 1 guinea, post free. Further sections 
in compilation. 

Safety Summary (quarterfy), annual subscription 1 
guinea, post free; single copies 5s. 6d. each, post 
free. 

Safety Circulars, complete set to date (Nos. 1-72), 17s. 6d., 

post free; single copies 3d. each. Annual subscrip- 
tion (about 12 Circulars per annum) 5s., post free. 
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The Gas Industry in the Isle of Man - 
abl 

Douglas Company’s Centenary ally 

Despite the operations of a Government-subsidized |, vil 
tricity scheme, gas is booming in the Isle of Man, and 4, No 
consumption is showing a steady and rapid increase, Law hot 
week an exhibition was staged by the Ramsey Gas Lisi gr 
Company at the Swimming Pool Ballroom and attraeig dlo 
thousands of people. This week the Douglas Gas Lig, ! 
Company, Ltd., are celebrating their centenary with , dus 
great exhibition at the Palais-de-Danse, Douglas, The - 
band of the Scots Guards is playing daily, and the Dough pa 
Company is confidently looking forward to making \jm@ ‘” 
centenary year a record one in the history of the Compan th 

Out of a population of approximately 20,000 the Doug ™ 
Gas Company supplies 7,000 consumers. The Compay be 
lately completed the laying of a new main right round the pr 
town to ensure adequate pressure being maintained on th 
outskirts as well as within close proximity to the Works. 

In a single year this thriving concern supplies 160.0) 
gallons of tar for the Manx roads and 20,000 gallons ¢ 
benzole. The plant for the manufacture of benzole is bei: 
extended, and it is hoped to double the capacity this yey de 
The Company also manufacture most of the other wel @ 
known residuals such as naphthalene, ammonia, &c., aj ‘‘ 
are even making scent. z 

The Douglas Gas Light Company is unique in benim )° 
formed under an Act of the Manx Legislature especial “! 
passed to enable it to be formed. The Company yim “ 
granted facilities for development, and it has not bea 
backward in making full use of them. Its present som ™ 
condition at the end of its first century is largely due yim 
the foresight and energy of its Engineer and Manager, \, fc 
A. R. Bisset, who has made the Manx-folk gas-minde(: 0 
and the work he has accomplished will never be undone hie “ 
any competitive element in the Isle of Man. i - 

Ramsey’s gas concern, together with its enterprisiy dl 
neighbour in Douglas, is rapidly developing, and a nef " 
carbonizing plant is to be installed, together with ney 
condensers and washing plant. Like Douglas, Ramsey ie 
letting no grass grow beneath its feet, and following th hi 
big ‘* gas drive ”’ in the Isle of Man this week, is justifiable 
hoping for a bumper year. 

ae , 
New Showrooms at Harpenden : 
] 











We illustrate above an exterior view of the new showrooms of 
the Watford and St. Albans Gas Company recently opened at 
Harpenden. This Company now have twelve showrooms through- 
out their area of supply, and further premises are in course of 
erection at Welwyn Garden City and Hemel Hempstead. In 
connection with the opening of the Harpenden showrooms, 2 
children’s cake baking competition and cookery demonstrations 
were organized locally, there being 34 entries for the former, 
while nearly a thousand people attended the latter during the week. 





New Screening and Grading Plant at 
Leamington 


The use of suitable smokeless fuel in the home 1s 4 
modern trend which the Leamington Priors Gas Compat! 
have long recognized. To improve the quality of their g% 
coke for use both in open grates and for general domestit 
héating the Company have recently installed new screenit! 
and grading plant which was erected by West’s Gas In 
provement Company. 

There are to be four grades of coke available to the 
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Aan consumer. It is estimated that No. 1 grade will be suit 

able for large boilers and manufacturing purposes. gener 
ally, but for domestic appliances No, 2 and No. 3 qualities 
will be those generally required. For open fireplaces, 
No. 2 quality will be, used, and for small central heating 
igilers No. 3 quality will be the correct’ grade. No. 4 
vrade will be suitable for small domestic hot water boilers, 
closed stoves, and kitchen ranges. 

The whole plant is completely housed to prevent coke 
dust escaping to the atmosphere. That coke has not been 
more widely used in Leamington for these purposes in the 
past was due to the absence of suitable appliances for its 
combustion and of adequate preparation and grading of 
the coke itself. Both of these disabilities have now been 
removed, and the Leamington Priors Gas Company has 
been to the fore in a bold policy of costly development to 
provide the right fuel. 
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60, All-Rubber Joint for Gas Mains 
Ons ¢ 
; being 
} year, 


* well 


Last week we had the opportunity of being present at a 
demonstration of a new rubber joint for gas mains which 
appears to have much possibility. As yet it is in the de- 
velopment stage, but experiments so far carried out are 
+y ani highly promising, and the joint is worth watching. The 
joint is distinguished by the use of pure rubber and the 
employment of a washer of rubber, latex serving as a 
vs cementing agent. ; 
je The joint demonstrated to us last week consists of a 
Rubber ‘“‘ washer ring ”’ inserted in the socket, which i 
ie grooved to take a rubber packing. The packing is then 
' Vr followed by another rubber ring, which completes the joint. 
nded On application the rings and packing are well smeared 
ne he With latex, which acts as a lubricant for the insertion of 
© the spigot, and, on drying, as a highly efficient binder. Its 
efficiency in this respect was well demonstrated by a pull- 
ing test on a joint made only twenty-four hours previously. 

The making of the joint is a very simple matter and the 
spigot slides along the rubber rings and packing to come 
firmly to rest against the rubber washer. This washer, it 
was explained to us, takes care of any expansion strains of 
the pipe, and the joint as a whole has the merit of con- 
siderable flexibility. Another important claim is that the 
rubber insulates the pipe against electrolytic corrosion. 

As we have said, this all-rubber joint is well worth watch- 
ing. The inventor is Mr. A. S. Baxendale, Kiln Corner, 
Hythe, Kent. 
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~ Yorkshire Junior Gas Association 


— On Saturday, Feb. 16, the Association held a “‘ short 
paper’? meeting at Barnsley. The papers presented were 
by Messrs. V J. Siddons (Barnsley), R. H. McCulloch 
(Sheffield), and A. Pickard (Knottingley), whose respective 
subjects were Steam Power, Ash and Moisture Contents in 
Coke, and an Air Bell Operator for Tully Plants. 

Mr. Pickard explained that in September, 1933, a Tully 
patent air bell operator was installed at Knottingley, and 
that it has fully met ali the advantages claimed for it by 
the makers. In the case of his Undertaking the advan- 
tages have been as follows: 

(1) Maintenance of better temperature conditions giving 

higher gasification efficiency. 
| (2) Better quality gas due to more uniform tempera- 
tures. 

—) (3) Reduction of labour costs to a minimum. 

(4) Cost of power for operation has been entirely elimin- 

f ated by utilizing the water for boiler feed purposes. 

(5) More constant quality due to each run being partly 

up-run and partly down-run gas. 

(6) Easier clinkering due to the regular proportion of 

down run more effectively keeping the clinker well 
| down in the fire. 

: (7) Ease of adjustment of cycle. 





United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd. 
A New Holding Company 


United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd., was registered 
on Jan. 25 as a private Company with a nominal capital of 
£100 in £1 shares, with the object of acquiring interests in 

d gas undertakings and of carrying on, managing, and de- 

veloping such undertakings. 

They are also authorized to acquire interests in public 

; utility undertakings generally, and to manufacture, sell, 

! or supply gas for all purposes in any part of the world, 
and to carry on the business of a gas-works company in all 
its branches. 

At an Extraordinary Meeting of this Company, held on 
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Feb, 14, it was resolved that the undertaking be converted 
into a public company, and that the capital be increased to 
£1,500,000 by the creation of 500,000 44% cumulative pre- 
ference shares, 500,000 43% preferred ordinary shares, and 
499,900 ordinary shares of £1 each. The Directors are as 
follows: Mr. A. V. Hambro, Mr. R. B. H. Ottley, Mr. 
M. H. Tetley (a Director of the Imperial Continental Gas 
Association), and Mr. J. M. Whittington (a Director of the 
South-Western Gas Corporation). The Registered Offices 
of the Company are at 9, Clements Lane, London; the 
Solicitors, Messrs. Slaughter & May, of 18, Austin Friars, 
EX... -% ‘and the Auditors, Messrs. Deloitte, Plender, 
Griffiths, & Co. 

We understand that up to the present no property has 
been purchased or acquired by the Company. 











for the 


We are indebted to Messrs. Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd., 
above photograph which bears ample testimony to the fact that, 


under abnormal conditions, ““S & L’’ tubes can withstand a great 
deal more than may be fairly expected of them. A fire broke out 
at The Times of Ceylon building, Colombo, some time ago, following 
an explosion in the basement. An “S & L’’ galvanized wrought- 
iron pipe ran along the underside of the ground floor, which is 
seen at the top of the photograph. This pipe dropped down and 
was twisted, &c., by the intense heat which rendered the piping 
practically white hot. Despite this severe test, all joints remained 
sound. 


Gas Production in Switzerland in 1934 


In spite of the general crisis, gas production in Switzer- 
land, as shown by following figures, showed an increase in 
the year 1934: 


Output in 1934. 8,950 million c.ft. 





” 1933- - + 8,822 "Oo 
aia Bees Mtn, > 
Increase . . 128 5 a 
TT. -« 1° 44% 


To the gas production of the Swiss gas-works there must 
also be added the deliveries from the Constance Gas-Works 
to the community of Bodensee amounting to 7,633,000 c.ft. 
so that in all a total of 8,958 million c.ft. passed through 
the mains of the Swiss Gas Industry last year. 

Gas production (in millions of c.ft.) in the last fifteen 
years has developed as follows: 


Increase Increase 

1920. . . 4,646 Se ee 08... « , +5 eee 6°3 
t9a3..-. » 406% — oe me. « » 29m 7°9 
ee. . («ae 5 1930. . . 8,000 3°5 
, 6°7 wet. «§ « Geta 5‘2 
WM. « « 3 6°8 v9ga sw lw «68986 3°6 
3985 . . . §.068 i 1933 - - - 8,822 a°s 
68... «+ + OS 5°6 1934 - . . 8,950 14 
1927 - - + 6733 7°3 
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The British Industries Fair 
OF THE LONDON SECTIONS 


A REVIEW 








The Gas Light and Coke Company’s Stand. 


As on previous occasions, the Textile and Furnishing Sec- 
tions of the British Industries Fair are being held at the 
White City, and the thousands of visitors who attend this 
attractive spectacle have an excellent opportunity of see- 
ing how effectively gas can be applied to the warming of a 
huge building with nearly two miles of stands. 

No fewer than 1,500 gas fires and radiators in the halls 
and corridors are arranged singly or in batteries of four 
and six, looking most impressive, while there is also a large 
number of hot water radiators and two miles of central 
heating, including one of the largest mannequin theatres in 
the country. Potterton gas-fired boilers are employed 
for this; and it may be mentioned that twenty gas water 
heaters supply hot water in the cloakrooms. 

From Christmas up to the time of opening the Fair a 
iarge number of Gas Light and Coke Company fitters were 
employed installing the many appliances, and an additional 
6-in. steel main round the Machinery Hall extension was 
necessary to cope with the extra load. Eleven meters, 
from 3,000 to 15,000 c.ft. per hour capacity, are provided 
to register the 15 million c.ft. of gas which it is estimated 
will be burned during the eleven days of the Fair. 


Gas ‘“ Floodheating.”’ 


** Floodheating ”’ is a 
coined--and which we 
occasions 


word which has been recently 
have used on one or two previous 
to refer to the type of heating provided by the 
Cox radiant surface combustor, whose application to space 
heating we described in some detail in our issue for Feb. 6. 
For the first time at this Fair—and as far as we are aware 
at any similar exhibition—twenty Cox’s combustors are in- 
stalled for floodheating. They are placed in the Wood 
Lane Entrance Hall on standards, and in the cocktail bar 
in the Machinery Hall. Situated several feet above the 
floor, these floodheaters throw beams of radiant heat upon 
people as they come and go, and so effective are they that 
they have, we understand, created considerable interest 
among visitors, At an exhibition of this nature, they have, 
of course, the great advantage of leaving valuabie floor 
space free for exhibitors and buyers. 

It almost goes without saying that gas is used for cook 
ing at the White City both for visitors and staff, while gas 
lamps provide standby lighting over the entrances and ae 
as well as in all the corridors. 


At Olympia. 


At the Olympia Section of the British Industries Fair 
the Gas Industry is represented in the Chemicals and Allied 
Products Section by the Gas Light and Coke Company 
and the South Metropolit an Gas Company, who have ad- 
joining stands in the Grand Hall. 

The displays of both these Undertakings are devoted to 
their various bye-produets, and both exhibits are in dif 


The London Sections of the British Industries Fair, x 
Olympia and the White City, opened on Feb. 
continue until March |. There are several! 

general interest to the Gas Industry. 


18 and 
items of 


ferent ways strikingly original in conception. That of tly 
Gas Light and Coke Company sets out to good advantay 
samples of all the different products on glass shelves sup. 
ported from attractive light wood cabinets, and illuminate; 
in a novel manner from below by means of liehts concealed 
inside the base of the cabinets and shining upwards throug! 
frosted glass panels. Among the products exhibited, boti 
in sample display bottles, and represented in packages as 
prepared for delivery in quantities, are refined coal tars, 
tar emulsions, pitches, creosotes, cresols, phenol, naphtha 
lene in various forms, benzene, toluene, xylenes, pyridine, 
sulphuric acid, ammonia, ferro-cyanides, spent oxide, &¢., 
together with an example of prussian blue dyes, the pro. 
duction of which the Company are now developing. 

On the back panel of the stand is a representation of ; 
model gas-works, showing in relief the various bye-products 
plant, and complete with a background of a waterless gas. 
holder. The whole illumination of the exhibit, indeed, js 
carried out by gas, by means of very pleasing chromium 
pendant fittings, in addition to lighting through the glass 
panelled “ ceiling”’ of the stand. The effect is very 
pleasing and modernistic in general effect with its light 
polished wood display pieces set off in a colour scheme of 
green and cream. 


A Jubilee Link-up. 


The South Metropolitan Company usually set up an 
original exhibit; this year, in contrast to the Gas Light ani 
Coke Company’s “ open ’? stand, they have adopted an ex- 
ceedingly striking ‘‘ closed’’ design, embodying a novel 
link-up with the present Silver Jubilee Year. — This is 
effected by representing the whole stand as one half of a 
huge ‘‘ bejewelled ” golden crown, quite realistic in appear- 
ance, and carrying upon each of its projections a brilliant 
globe of light, these being gas lamps, of course. 

Set in the interstices in the form of small windows round 
the *‘ crown ”’ are samples of the Company’s products, in- 
cluding coal tar, ammonia, and others of a similar nature to 
those already mentioned. In addition are examples of the 
Company’s special “‘ Metro ”’ main road tar, which has been 





Origin’ 
Display by the 
South Metropolitan Company 


produced with a view to offering a good lasting surfacit: 
material for roads which are subjected to particul: arly heavy 
traffic conditions. Also exhibited are samples of “‘ Metro 
disinfectant fluid, black varnish, wood preservative, al! 
the Company’s solid smokeless fuels—coke, ‘‘ Solarite,”’ a0! 
** Coalite.”’ 

Inside the “‘erown”’ is a comfortable information burea: 
ilfeamine ated and warmed by gas, and complete with a handy 

was smokers’ set in chromium plate. 
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Treatment and Discharge of Effluents 


Paper before the Institution of Sanitary 
Engineers 


A Paper on ‘ Effluents,’’ presented by Mr. A. Sciver, 
BSc., A.LC., to the Institution of Sanitary Engineers . 
its meeting at Caxton Hall, Westminster, London, S.W. 
on Feb. 19, dealt with the treatment ‘and discharge of 
effluents from domestic sewage and trade wastes. Among 
the efluents mentioned were such as are produced by gas- 
works. 

One noted that Mr. C. F. Botley, the Chairman of the 
Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Sub-Committee of the In- 
stitution of Gas Engineers, was present at the meeting. 
Dr. A. Key took the opportunity to draw atte ntion to the 
york of that Committee; and Dr. A. Parker, who is now 
with the Rivers Pollution Research Board, and whose work 
enables him still to maintain touch with the Gas sor th : 
also took part in the discussion. 

Dr. Parker referred to some work carried out on the 
River Tees, where migrating salmon had been poisoned in 
the estuary as the result of the cyanide in coke-oven 
effluents discharged in different parts of that estuary. It 
was found that the best method of overcoming the diffi- 
culty was to alter the operation of the condensing and 
scrubbing plant—the effluent was derived from the scrub- 
hing of coal gas—in such a way that the water was cooled 


and re-cire ulate d, thus avoiding the discharge of any 
effluent. vr 
Another method was to treat an effluent containing 


cyanide with spent pickle liquor pn Me from the process 
of galvanizing iron. This was a simple and inexpensive 
method. 

The amount of oxygen in solution required for the main- 
tenance of fish life could be stated only very approximately, 
because, apart from the differences between the various 
classes of fish, there were also differences between in- 
dividual fish of the same species. One must take the aver- 
age of a number of experiments on a number of fish in 
order to arrive at even an approximate figure. Again, the 
amount of oxygen required in solution was dependent on 
the composition of other constituents of the water, such as 
carbon dioxide; the fish would require more oxygen if there 
were a larger proportion of carbon dioxide in the water 
than if there were a smaller proportion of carbon dioxide. 

Mr. Hillier (L.C.C.), dealing with ammoniacal liquor dis- 
charged from gas-works, asked what would be the inhibit- 
ing percentage, and whether it had an adverse effect upon 
activated sludge and upon sludge digestion in sewage 
works. 

Dr. Key said that an impression which seemed to have 
been given by the author of the Paper was that phenols 
and tar acids generally might not only prove difficult to 
oxidize in the presence of bacteria, but might themselves 
prevent or retard the purification occurring in a stream or 
at the sewage works. Therefore, he asked, what was the 
basis of the author’s information? His own experience was 
that surprisingly large quantities of phenol and other tar 
acids could be present in sewage without interfering with 
the oxidation occurring in activated sludge plant or 
bacteria beds or in river water. In fact, one investigator 
had claimed to grow bacteria in a phenol solution at a 
concentration of 500 parts per 100,000—which was a far 
higher concentration than one was likely to get in any 
gas-works effluent. 

Mr. Sciver, in his reply to the discussion, said he was 
sure the method suggested by Dr. Parker for dealing with 
cyanide was efficient for the concentrations of cyanide 
usually found in liquors Dr. Parker had described; but his 
own experiments with liquors he had handled indic ated 
that the treatment was not very effective. It was also the 
fact that some factories which produced such effluents had 
not a chemical staff. He had not yet been able to find 
methods which could be used without proper supervision. 

Replying to Mr. Hillier’s question concerning ammonia- 
eal liquor, he said he had had experience of daily esti- 
mations extending over a period of seven years, in a sewage 
works taking liquor of that character. He had provided 
the man in charge with a method of obtaining an approxi- 
mate estimation “of the nitrates in the effluent, this being a 
fairly reliable indication of the way purification was going, 
and one which did not necessitate elaborate laboratory 
equipment. The liquor came down in rushes, and when- 
ever there was a rush the curve for nitrates went down 
rapidly and did not recover for several days. It would 
pick up gradually, and then another rush would occur. 

anks were installed to equalize the flow, and it was found 
that the hacteria beds could be trained to take several per 
tent, of this fluid. Since then the curve had remained 
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fairly horizontal, indicating a reasonable degree of nitri 
fication. It was essential that the liquor should not com« 
down in rushes and cause the death of organisms. 

The problem of the effect of such liquors on activated 
sludge and sludge digestion was complicated. It was more 
than probable that these ammoniacal liquors would alter 
the colloidal nature of the sludges, and while in some cases 
they might increase the difficulty of treatment, they mighi 
in others improve matters. 


Book Reviews 
Metallurgy* 


New Edition of Elementary Text Book 


In preparing this new edition of ‘ Metallurgy ” the 
sequence of former editions has been maintained in order 
to develop the subject in a progressive manner, and the 
Author has kept in mind the importance of emphasizing first 
principles, thus securing the interest of the beginner, for 
whom the book is primarily intended. 

The book provides the student with a work of moderate 
size, giving a clear and concise account of metallurgical 
processes, and the principles upon which they are based. 

Some deletion and condensation of mi: itter has been 
carried out in this new edition, and a considerable amount 
e as been re- -written and re- arranged. Large additions have 
been made in many sections in order to retain the com- 
prehensive character of the original and to ensure that it 
will continue to appeal as an introduction of the subject 
to the practical man in industries dependent on metallic 
material. Notable additions appear in the chapters on the 
testing of met tals, fuels, electrolytic processes, and foundry 
work, while in the new sections on pyrometry and metallo- 
graphy sufficient matter has been introduced to provide a 
basis for further study. This gives a clue to the manner 
in which the physical properties of metals depend on the 
internal structure, which, in turn, depends on the condi- 
tions of production and the treatment afterwards received. 
Much interesting matter dealing with developments in wet 
and dry processes for both base and precious metals has 
also been added. 

A very comprehensive index 
practical value of this useful work. 


greatly enhances the 





* “Metallurgy,’’ by E. | 
Pp. 382, including index. 


Rhead. New revised and enlarged edition 
Longmans; Green, & Co., Ltd.; 10s. 6d 


A Technical and Scientific Encyclopedia 


book of reference is the new 
Technical and _ Scientific Encyclopedia published by 
Hutchinson & Co., and covering terms, processes, and 
data in pure and applied science, construction, and engi- 
neering, the principal manufacturing industries, and the 


An exceedingly useful 


skilled trades. The encyclopedia is edited by C. F. 

cn Bug I : \ . 

T'weeney and I. P. Shirshov, and there is an imposing 
\ ’ I 


list of principal contributors. This includes the names of 
Prof. J. W. Cobb, who deals with high-temperature and 
low-temperature carbonization of coal, and Mr. H. J. 
Hodsman, who was entrusted with the subject of gas manu- 
facture. The work—and it is claimed to be the only one 
of its kind to be published during the past 25 years—has 
been specially planned to enable students, teachers, the 
learned professions, manufacturers, and skilled tradesmen 
to reach information and data they require very quickly. 
A working bibliography, naming several thousands of books 
and other information, is included. The encyclopaedia is 
in three volumes and the price is 4 guineas. Single volumes 
are 28s. each. 


British Chemicals and Their Manufacturers 
1935 Edition 


The 1935 Edition of ‘‘ British Chemicals and Their 
Manufacturers ”’ has just been published by the Associa- 
tion of British Chemical Manufacturers, 166, Piccadilly, 
W.1, and since its previous issue in 1933 it has been 
thoroughly revised and brought up-to-date. 

This book, which is published gratis and obtainable by 
genuine purchasers of chemicals by direct application to 
the publishers, gives buyers in all parts of the world in- 
formation as to the products manufactured by members 
of the Association. It is printed in English and five other 
languages, and should be of special use not only to his 
Britannic Majesty’s Commercial Attachés, Consular 











Officers, and Trade Commissioners, but to the various 
Government purchasing departments throughout the world. 

One of the objects of the Association is to promote and 
facilitate business relations between manufacturing and 
chemical firms all over the world and to encourage le »giti- 
mate international trading conditions. The Association is 
prepared to advise on all matters relating to the chemical 
trade, and the intention is that an up-to-date edition of 
this directory shall appear every second year. 





and Athletic Activities 


News from all Quarters 


Social 


Cardiff Company’s Athletic and Social Club. 


The annual report of the Cardiff Gas Company’s Athletic 
and Social Club indicates a very satisfactory state of 
affairs, interest in the various sections of the Club having 
been maintained and extended by the inclusion of an addi- 
tional association football team. The sections, actively 
functioning, include practically all branches of outdoor and 
indoor games, and successful seasons have been enjoyed by 
the cricket, harriers, tennis, bowls, association football, 
skittles, and air rifle sections. 

Departmental competitions have been confined to bowls 
and skittles, which have proved to be popular. The 
Annual Sports Meeting was again an attractive feature. 
The H. D. Madden Cup Competition was secured by Grange- 
town Works. 

Social events, including monthly whist drives in the 
winter season, the Annual Ball, and the Children’s Annual 
Treat, have been most successfully catered for by the 
Entertainments Committee. 


* * * 


Gas Undertakings’ Small Bore Rifle League. 


The Hon. Secretary of the Gas Undertaking’s Small 
Bore Rifle League sends us, from ore Works, Hull, 
the following League Table up to Feb. 1, 1935: 


Team Shot Won. Lost. 


Drawn Aggregate Score 


Hull « oo 9 
en tl ee ae) og 9 
Portsmouth . 

Tottenham 

Cambridge 

Beckton ** B”’ 

Harrogas 

Hull *'B 


I 276 
I 254 
256 
122 
095 
+335 
,049 


72 
722 


oN WWUA] OO 
eUSUUUNN 


* * x 


Gas Light and Coke Athletic Section. 


Mr. W. J. Pepper presided at the annual general meeting 
of the Gas Light and Coke Company’s Athletic Section 
last month, when he reviewed the activities of the Section 
during the past twelve months. Many members have 
during the year competed in outside competitions, and 
have met with varying success. He called attention to 
the fact that while most athletic clubs in the south find it 
extremely difficult to secure suitable training grounds, their 
own members have excellent training facilities at their 
disposal. 

The results of the Western Bowls Club showed that 
twelve matches were won out of twenty-four. Congratu- 
lations were offered to Mr. A. Morgan on his selection to 
play for Middlesex against Warwick. Mr. Morgan also 
won, with his partner, the pairs of the London Welsh 
Bowling Association. On the rowing side, Mr. F. E. Moore 
(Brentford) won the Annual Sculling Handic ‘ap, rowed in 
gigs for the “‘ A. A. Johnson ”’ Challenge Cup. 


* * * 


Croydon Company’s Sports Activities. 


The Lawn Tennis Section of the Croydon Gas Company, 
according to the annual report, won 23 matches out of 34 
during last summer. 

Their Football Club is enjoying an exceptionally good 
season. Both teams are well in the running for league 
honours. The Ist XI. have played 16 matches and only 
lost 2, and their league record is played 7, won 6, lost 1, 
drawn 0; 33 goals for, 9 goals against. They have now 
entered the sixth round Surrey Junior Cup, and are still 
in the Wilson, Carshalton, and Surrey Charity Cups. The 
2nd XI. have only lost 2 league games, and have drawn 
1. Their record is played 9, won 6, lost 2, drawn 1; 22 
goals for, 9 goals against. They have fared a little worse 
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in cup ties, but are still in the Carshalton Hospital (yy, 
The Football Club’s Ist XI. were succe *ssful in reaching {{, 
Divisional Semi-Final Round of the Surrey Junio; Cup, 
In connection with the Company’s Bowls Club, referen,, 
is made to the formation of the London Gas Bowling 4. 
sociation, which has been started since the close of Jay 


season. 
* 5 % 


Hastings Co-Partners’ Social Club. 

This Club continues to be very active, and many so¢is| 
events have been arranged. The Co-Partners’ New Ye 
Party was held at the Pier Tearooms, and was followed hy 
. visit to the White Rock Pavilion. On . at occasion My. 

F. Botley made a prese ntation to Mr. J. Thomas, why 
: ad retired after 58} years’ service with the Company, 

The Company’s Children’s Party was also very sueccey 
ful, 180 youngsters being entertained at a Pantomim 
followed by tea. 





Continuous Carbonization 
An Interesting Woodall-Duckham Publication 


We are indebted to the Woodall-Duckham Vertical Rp. 
tort and Oven Construction Company for a copy of a yer 
useful and informative book which they have just issue 
dealing comprehensively with the ‘‘ W.-D.”’ system of con 
tinuous carbonization in vertical retorts. 

During the past five or six years manv improvement 
have been initiated and successfully applied by this Firm 
and the present publication comprises an illustrated de 
scription of the system as it stands to-day. Among thes 
developments special attention is directed to the upwart 
system of heating in vertical flues which has replaced th 
former downward heating method, and which has alread 
contributed to economical aud trouble-free operation in 
some fifty installations. Special note is also made of the 
introduction of breeze burning producers, which has prove 
an important financial advantage to gas undertakings 
Further developments referred to in detail include in- 
proved arrangements for the feeding of coal, for the collec. 
tion and spraying of gas and for coke extraction, and the 
application of supplementary producer gas firing t 
Woodall-Duckham waste-heat boilers. 

On the historical aspect of continuous carbonization 3 
section has been included outlining the progress and de- 
velopment of the “‘ W.-D.” system year by year since its 
inception in 1903. The first experimental retort in that 
year had a carbonizing capacity of 2} tons per day. To 
day, no fewer than 294 installations of W oodall- Duckhaw 
continuous vertical retorts are widespread in all the five 
continents. They are capable of carbonizing a total of 
33,669 tons of coal and of producing over 550 million c.ft. 
of gas a day. One hundred and eighty-five cities and towns 
have adopted the system in gas-works of all sizes. Of the 
294 installations, Great Britain and Ireland account for 
190. 

The new Woodall-Duckham book, with the aid of beauti- 
fully produced coloured diagrams and photographs of typi- 
cal installations, sets out clearly the advantages claimel 
for the ‘‘ W.-D.’’ system, together with a detailed descrip- 
tion of the plant, method of construction and _ heating, 
steaming, control of heats, coal feeding arrangements, ani 
coke extraction. 

The important subject of waste-heat recovery has a set- 
tion to itself, wherein the main advantages of the full en- 
ployment of waste heat boilers are discussed. In the earl 
stages, waste-heat recovery by means of boilers was, wt 
see, used in combination with a greater or less degree 0! 
recuperation whereby the waste gases were first used t 
preheat the secondary air weal it was passed into the 
combustion chambers. The elimination of recuperation 
from the Woodall-Duckham system and the full use 0 
waste-heat recovery by means of boilers was found to im 
prove very considerably the relative efficiency of the sys 
tem from both the thermal and economic standpoints. 

Coke and coal handling, together with coke-gradin 
equipment, are described in the book, while another sectiol 
deals with typical installations of carbonizing plant for 
small, medium, and large works. Of particular interes! 
is the section entitled ‘‘ Milestones in the Development © 
the Woodall-Duckham Continuous Vertical Retort,’’ whit! 
traces the developments from the time of introduction iD 
1903 to the present day, while in conclusion a complet 
list of ‘‘ W.-D.”’ installations the world over provides # 
interesting record. 

We offer our congratulations to the Woodall-Duckha 
Companies upon the production of an extremely useful book 
of reference, and upon the dignified, yet modern and et: 
tirely attractive, presentation of their story. 
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LARGE-SCALE GAS EQUIPMENT AT THE 


Cookery and Food Exhibition 


Gas, appropriately, is well to the fore at the Thirty-Fourth 
Universal Cookery and Food Exhibition which was opened 
at the New Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, on 


Monday. 









A very fine display has been staged at this Exhibition by 
the Gas Light and Coke Company, a central feature of 
whose exhibit is one of Benham & Sons, Ltd., ‘ Solid- 
Top’ gas cooking ranges, for hotel and restaurant work. 
This introduces the new ‘‘ Chefs’ ’’ burner, which is an 
extremely powerful unit embodying three individually- 
controlled burners directing the gas flame on to a conical 
shaped refractory centre piece, producing an intense heat 
into which culinary vessels with rounded bottoms may be 
lowered—right into the hotplate—without interfering with 
the combustion of gas. The appliance may be built up in 
units, but the model exhibited has two front sections with 


“Chefs’ ’’ hotplate burners and ovens, and rear sections 
respectively consisting of standard burners, and open- 
fame top, with two more similar ovens—all the ovens be- 


externally heated, with thermostatic control if 
required. The ‘ Solid- Top ” boiling tops embody fins on 
the underside, which prevent warping and _ promote 
craduated heat on the surface, it being possible, in fact, to 
boil quite easily on the extreme outside edge of the plate 
with the “‘ Chefs’ ’ burner. A grill can be incorporated, 
if desired, 1 in the open- -flame top. 

The ‘‘ Solid-Top ” range is claimed to provide the chef 
with the type of stove he wants, and the proprietor with 
an appliance re »asonable in first cost, inexpensive to run, 
and clean in operation. The apparatus may be obtained 
in black finish with white enamel doors and end panels, 
with chromium-plated taps, or in mottled porcelain 
enamel, 


ing 


A New Vegetable Steamer. 


Another appliance recently introduced by the same firm 
is also shown on the Gas Light and Coke Company’s stand, 
this being a vegetable steamer, entirely self-contained, 
operated with an internal steam pressure of half-a-pound 
per square inch. It is fitted with a thermostat and an 
automatic device to maintain a constant internal steam 
pressure. The principal advantage claimed for this 
pattern of steamer, as compared with the ‘‘ atmospheric ° 
type, is quicker cooking with very much less gas consump- 
tion. The interior is of tinned copper, and five aluminium 
trays are provided. The new method of door fastening safe- 
guards the operator, by reason of its gradual release, from 


the sudden blow-off of steam from the apparatus on 
opening. 
Also shown on this stand is a twin-unit model gas- 


operated refrigerator with wood exterior for large- scale 
commercial use, and a three-unit gas griller embodying 
the radiant gas combustor principle of heating. 

Water heating by gas has a section to itself. There are 
different types of water-heaters, each planned to deal with 
particular aspects of the problem. These models work 
automatically and look well in a clean enamel finish with 
chromium fittings. An “ Ideal ”’ unit for central heating 
and hot water supply is included, complete with automatic 
room control. A Jackson’s café set for constant supply of 
boiling water for coffee, tea, and other hot drinks at the 
restaurant counter is another example of gas equipme nt 
that has heen specially planned to help the catering trade. 


Room Warming. 


room warming show some of the new 

‘Porteullis ’’ gas fires in attractive surrounds. A small 
built-in cupboard above the fire, specially made to hold 
the meter, solves the problem of concealing the meter in 
such a way that it is at the same time easily accessible. 

The Bremner Autoclock gas fire control, which has pre- 
viously been described in the ‘‘ JOURNAL,’’ is also shown. 
This i is a clock device for recording the length of time a 
fas fire has been in use. Each time the fire is used, the 
talbine of the gas tap starts the clock which checks how 
long the fire is burning. As soon as the gas is turned off, 
the clock automatically stops until the fire is used again. 


Sections on 


. 


The dial reading starts at 0 and will register the total 
number of hours any fire has been burning up to fifty 
hours, after which the clock has to be re-wound. 

The charge per hour is shown on a card. This is a per- 
fectly straightforw ard way of letting people know how 
much they are spending on warming the room. It is small 
and compact and does not need to be hidden away, and no 
money is needed; but no gas can be used without register- 
ing the corresponding charge. 


Gas Cookery Demonstrations. 


A special gas cookery lecture theatre has been set up at 
the Exhibition, in which demonstr: ations are given three 
times daily by members of the Women’s Advisory Staff of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company. All classes of domestic 
gas cookery are covered, and recipes are given to the 
audiences. It is interesting to note that glass-fronted oven 
doors are largely used for these demonstrations, which are 
under the supervision of Miss E. Willans, M.B.E., G.C.A. 


Some Carron Exhibits. 


The Carron Company, of Carron, Falkirk, also exhibit 
many of their interesting specialities. In their double 
oven gas range, each oven is double-cased and packed with 
non-conducting material and porcelain-enamelled lined in- 
side with steel sheets. The hotplate has a good assortment 
of boiling and simmering burners, each controlled by 
separate brass taps having the gas and air adjuster 
mounted on a wrought-iron feed bar along the front. 

Finished in mottled enamel with white panelled doors, 
the Carron gas-heated central range presents a smart ex- 
terior. The omer measures 6 ft. 2 in. wide by 5 ft. 6 in. 
deep by 2 ft. high overall, and has four externally- 
heated ovens ithe fire-brick sole embedded on a cast plate. 
The ovens have ‘ fall-down ”’ doors fitted with special 
spring counterbalance arrangements to check the fall. A 
eriller that toasts 25 rounds of bread in under two 
minutes and gas-heated steaming oven are other note- 
worthy features of this exhibit. 

The firm’s gas steaming oven, also shown, has a cast- 
iron outer casing and copper inner lining with pace Ns Ae 
hangers and five galvanized perforated trays. The cast- 
iron side-hinged door is rendered steam-tight by means of 
rubber packing and four-way slip bolts. 

Altogether, gas has a very representative showing at 
this Exhibition, and demonstrates to the full the essential 
part it plays in the important catering industry. 


Three Million Domestic Servants. 


Speaking at the opening of the Exhibition, Sir Francis 
Goodenough, C.B.E. (Executive Chairman of the B.C.G.A.), 
said: ‘‘I represent an Industry that has played and is 
playing a notable part in bringing about that imprdved 
cooking through making available in literally millions of 
kitchens in these islands, from palaces and palatial hotels 
and restaurants to the homes of the great mass of the 
workers—through the penny-in-the-slot meter—a means of 
cooking that saves drudgery, dirt, and dismalness, and 
increases certainty, flexibility, and reliability of service; 
and has, without any exaggeration, revolutionized home 
life from one end of the country to the other. 

*“ When we add up all the human energy that is saved 
by using gas instead of raw coal, the saving of ‘ woman- 
hours’ is equal to the work of three million domestic 
servants. 

** T have heard it said that the standard of home cookery 
has declined. But from my own experience the standard 
is rising again. The housewife of the future is going to 
take her iob seriously.”’ 













Briquetting Pitch 


According to W. Reerink and E, Goecke, Gliickauf, 1935, 
71, 77-85 and 105-114 (Jan. 26 and Feb. 2), viscosity is the 
chief factor of importance in connection with the use of 
briquetting pitch. Two forms of apparatus are described 
ior the measurement of the viscosity of pitch. A rotating 
cylinder method is employed for the determination of 
absolute viscosity at temperatures between 70° and 100° C. 
For the comparison of the viscosities of different pitches 
at 100° C., the time required for a sinker to be pulled a 
definite distance through the molten pitch, by a counter- 
weight passing over a pulley, is measured. 

The technique of using the experimental briquetting 
plant dese ribed by Broche and his collaborators (see 

JOURNAL,” 1933, 202, 109) has been modified with a view 
to the possibility of preparing a large number of briquettes 
under uniform conditions. The improvement consists in 
adding the coal-pitch mixture to the kneading machine 
progressively in amount equal to that withdrawn for the 
preparation of a briquette. Hence, when a weight corre- 
sponding with the initial charge has been run _through, 
succeeding briquettes will have had the same thermal and 
mixing treatment. 

It has been found that that pitch is most suitable for 
briquetting purposes which has the greatest fluidity at the 
temperature prevailing in the kneading machine and which 
thus affords the maximum possibility of securing intimate 
mixing of the pitch and coal. On the other hand, the 
pitch should have a narrow fusion range so that the 
briquette may harden quickly on removal from the mould. 
An upper limit is only set to the softness of the pitch in 
view of the necessity that the latter should be readily 
pulverizable. 

With a given pitch and varying temperatures in the 
kneading machine, the strongest briquette is obtained at 
the highest tempe rature, or in other words, the strength of 
the ohtgaae increases as the viscosity of the pitch de- 
creases. Similarly, with a given kneading temper rature 
and a series of pitches, the strength of the briquette in- 
creases as the viscosity of the pitches decreases. If 
kneading temperatures are so chosen that the different 
pitches have the same viscosity, the strengths of the 
briquettes are equal. The behaviour of blown pitches is 
anomalous in that the strength of the briquettes is lower 
than would be expected from the viscosity of these pitches. 
The reason for this has been traced to the loss of oils which 
blown pitches suffer under the action of steam in the knead- 
ing machine. This leads to an increase in their viscosity. 

For briquetting and kneading, 100° C. may be taken as 
the normal temperature. The best pitches have, at this 
temperature, absolute viscosities not exceeding 0°2 gm. 
sec./em.” and yield briquettes with a crushing strength 
exceeding 256 Ibs./sq. in. If, however, the viscosity is 
helow 0°05 at 100° C., the pitch will be too soft to grind. 
In the viscosity range 0°2 to 04, the strength of the 
briquettes ranges from 227 to 256 lbs./sq. in. and pite th 
with this viscosity is still serviceable. When the viscosity 
of the pitch is between 0°4 and 0 6, the strength of the 
briquettes lies between 199 and 227 lbs./sq. in. and the 
pitch cannot be regarded as satisfactory. If the viscosity 
at 100° C. exceeds 0°6, the pitch is quite useless for 
briquetting purposes. 

The relationship between temperature and logarithm of 
absolute viscosity is found to be a linear one for pitches. 
In the sinker form of apparatus, the relationship between 
the time of rise of the sinker and the absolute viscosity of 
the pitch is aiso linear. A time of 0 second corresponds 
to zero viscosity and a time of 210 seconds corresponds to 
a viscosity of 1°4 gm. sec./em*. A viscosity test is re- 
garded as being preferable to a softening point test since 
it may be carried out at the actual temperature at which 
kneading is effected and the results are more closely 
reproducible. 

A further fact which has heen established is that the 
strength of the briquettes is a linear function of the amount 
of pitch used. It thus follows that, for a given strength of 
briquette, a smaller quantity of pitch of low viscosity is 
required than of a pitch of high viscosity. Appropriate 
selection of the pitch and the briquetting tempe rature 
therefore affords a promising line of attack with a view to 
effecting economy in the amount of pitch required. In this 
connection, reference is made to the Fohr-Kleinschmidt 
process in which the coal is sprayed with molten pitch. 
The process has suffered from the drawback that the pitch 
is sprayed on to the cold coal in a cold chamber, the result 
being that a part of the pitch solidifies pre maturely before 
it has coated the coal particles. It would be an improve- 
ment.to spray the pitch on to hot coal in a vessel heated 
to 100° C. In that case, the full benefit of the use of a 
pitch too soft to be pulverized would be gained. 

As regards the grading of the coal to be briquetted, the 
work of Broche and Nedelmann has been confirmed 
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namely, that a progressive decrease of the strength of th. 
briquette occurs when the amount of oversize material \ 
increased and the amount of fine material is reduced, The 
best results were obtained on a laboratory se - with coal 
of the following grading: On 2 mm., nil; -1 mm., 10° 
1-05 mm., 275%; 05-02 mm., 34%; he a 02 mm. 
28°5,. This requires confirmation on a large scale, ging 
fine coal cannot be mixed as readily with pitch as can 
coarse mse It would, however, seem that appropriate 
grading of the coal is likely to enable a briquette of suitable 
strength to be obtained with use of less pitch than jg 
customary nowadays. 


The Hameln Plant for Rendering Gas 
Non-Poisonous 


H.-C. Gerdes, in Das Gas- und Wasserfach (1935), 78, 
86-87 (Feb. 2), describes preliminary results obtained in the 
recently installed plant at Hameln for the preparation of 
* non-poisonous ”’ town gas with a carbon monoxide con. 
tent not exceeding 1%. The process is owned by the Gesell. 
schaft fiir Gasentgiftung and is based on the water-gas 
reaction. The carbon monoxide in the gas is treated with 
steam at a comparatively low temperature in presence of 
a catalyst, hydrogen and carbon dioxide being formed, 
The treated gas has, apparently, the same therm content 
as the untreated gas, but is larger in volume, and, there. 
fore, lower in calorific value. To compensate for this, one 
method is to scrub the treated gas for removal of carbon 
dioxide, but, in that case, a large reduction in specific 
gravity would occur. Alternatively, a gas of higher 
calorific value than the declared value can be made and 
treated, the initial calorific value being such that the 
treated gas has the declared calorific value. By this means, 
the specific gravity of the town gas can be maintained, 
An additional advantage is secured by this single stage 
process in that the gas to be treated has a lower carbon 
monoxide content than would otherwise be the case. 

The second method is the one adopted at Hameln, though 
the calorific value of the gas sent out has been reduced 
from 450 to 440 B.Th.U. /c.ft. 

The following table indicates the results achieved : 


—_— 2. |CnaHm.| CO. 


Gas formerty 

made for dis- 

tribution 

Gas now made 

for treat- 

ment* . ve 2 ‘2 2° . 58°8 19°7 
Gasafter treat- 

mee. . 1: 8 , *§ . 63°3 | 17° 








* These figures are deduced from the information contained ia the original 


The contents of cyanogen, naphthalene, and organic sul- 
phur in the gas previously distributed were respectively 5, 
56, and 10°2 grains/100 c.ft. The corresponding figures 
for the treated gas are 15, 2°6, and 15 grains/100 c.ft. 
The ammonia and benzole figures are ‘unaltered, though 
the quality of the benzole is appreciably better. 

From the data given, it would appear that, for a given 
make of therms, nearly 25% more coal must be carbonized 
under the present conditions than would have been the case 
if an untreated gas with a calorific value of 440 B.Th.l 
c.ft. were distributed. On the other hand, less than half 
the amount of coke is used in water-gas production. 

When these differences are taken into account, without 
allowance for the cost of treatment, the cost of gas into 
holder is reduced from 12°83d. per 1,000 c.ft. to 11'17d. 
per 1,000 c.ft. under the conditions prevailing at Hameln. 
This leaves a margin of 1°66d. per 1,000 c.ft.. to cover the 
cost of treatment. The cost of this includes 0°73d. for 
power and 067d. for steam. Capital costs, under the 
present conditions of low load, represent 0°42d. and are 
therefore covered to the extent of approximately two- 
thirds. The uncovered capital cost is 0°16d. per 1,000 c.ft., 
and the total debit will be brought to about 0°27d. when 
allowance is made for replacement of catalyst, though this, 
so far, is an unknown item. 

All guarantees have been fulfilled though the plant has 
only been at work for a few weeks. Evidence has also been 
obtained that it will even be possible to reduce the carbon 
monoxide content of the town gas to less than the 1% 
guaranteed. The satisfactory combustible properties of the 
treated gas are evidenced by the fact that the change in 
the nature of the gas has not been noticed by the con- 
sumers, 
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are recovering 
waste heat from 


HORIZONTAL 


AND 


INTERMITTENT 
& CONTINUOUS 


VERTICAL 
RETORT SETTINGS 





FOR THE LARGER WORKS— 


special Induced Draught Boiler designs. 


FOR THE SMALLER WORKS— 


special Natural Draught Boiler designs. 


AUGMENTATION OF WASTE GASES 


can be provided for by means of a supple- 
mentary supply of producer gas. By this 
means the boilers can be made to maintain 
full output of steam at all times irrespec- 


WOO DALL tive of the number of retorts in operation. 
DUCKHAM 7 


VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN 
CONSTRUCTION Co. (1920) Ltd. 


Ebury and Allington Houses, 


136-150 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1 


MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
OF BRITISH GAS INDUSTRIES 
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COKE SCREENING PLANTS 





DOMESTIC COKE GRADING PLANT. 
ROTARY, JIGGING, GRIZZLEY, VIBRATING 
& RECIPROCATING TYPES. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER « SONS 
ELLAND. 


TELEPHONES : TELEGRAMS : 
261-2-3 ELLAND. LONDON OFFICE : DEMPSTER, ELLAND. 
3661 VICTORIA. 16, QUEEN ANNE’S GATE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.}. ELLANDORS, PARL, LONDON. 
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Sales of Gas and 










There is no difficulty in obtaining new consumers, and I 
vould venture to say no difficulty in getting gas apparatus 
installed, if the price of gas is right. The problem is how 
to encourage all consumers to utilize gas fully for all pur- 
moses. From Field’s Analysis’ I have extracted the 
Hollowing figures : 










Annual Sales per Consumer. 






Suburban 
Companies 


Metropolitan 
Cc companies. 















Therms. Therms. 
1929 . a 94 171 
19% 5 =? , 183 161 
3 181 161 
1932 . 172 157 






1933 . e ° ° > 105 149 






If we consider for a moment that the sales per con- 
sumer are gradually decreasing, we should give careful 
thought as to the cause of the decrease. We know that 
today the apparatus being put out is more economical, 
also that we are losing the lighting load, but I think that 
we could capture additional business if we were not handi- 
capped by the flat rate system of charge. 















The Flat Rate System. 


Recent legislation has recognized the limitations of the 
fat rate, and further recognized that to-day the Industry 
Fis subject to keen competition. The Gas Undertakings Act 
of 1984 gives the Gas Industry the freedom necessary to 
meet its competitors on common ground. This piece of 
legislation permits undertakings to depart from the flat 
rate and offer supplies under special contracts which do 
not adversely affect the distribution of profits. Before the 
passing of the 1934 Act, if one therm was sold in any year 
or half-year, as the case might be, at a higher price than 
the maximum standard, or basic price, the payment of a 
dividend, under the various private Acts of the under- 
takings, to the ordinary proprietors would be restricted 
accordingly. 

The new Act states that ‘‘ no account shall be taken of 
charges made by the undertakers, under a special con- 
tract,” when considering the dividend payable based on 
the price charged. This Act does not give undertakings 
entire freedom to charge any price without suffering the 
limitations of the flat rate. The flat rate is still main- 
tained, and undertakings must give notice to every local 
authority in its area of the price of gas per therm at which 
they are prepared for the time being to supply gas to 
persons who are entitled to a supply. The price stated in 
such notice shall not exceed the price which the under- 
takings are authorized to charge, by any enactment for the 
time being applying to them. 

Before the passing of the Act of 1934 it will no doubt be 
observed that company undertakings could not adopt the 
policy of our competitors by introducing standing charges 
or two-part or multi-part charges, without risk of limiting 
the dividend payment. It became, therefore, the general 
practice to charge .on a flat rate price and to grant dis- 

counts varying in degree according to the quantity of gas 
taken, the larger the consumption the higher the rate of 

“discount, or alternatively to charge on a block rate system, 

the initial block being charged at the ordinary price and 
each block after at lower rates. Both of these methods 
were in effect the same, but from a salesman’s point of 
view the charging by block rates did permit of a better 
approach to a prospective customer, and on the surface the 
presentation of a more attractive proposition to that 
customer. 

If it were desired to attract new business by the offer of 
4 two-part charge, it would be impossible to ensure that 
any consumer at any time pays a price which would not be 
)n excess of the general flat rate price. It is now felt that 
with the introduction of the special contract provisions a 


















































the Basis of Charges 


This important topic of the Gas Industry to-day formed the 
subject of a Paper by Mr. P. F. Scarth, Joint Accountant of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company, to the London and 
Southern District Junior Gas Association on Feb. 
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further step can be taken and with advantage to the under- 
takings in the direction of selling gas. I must mention at 
this stage that the revenue of any undertaking must be at 
all times prudently maintained, which may mean that an 
alternative tariff may only be offered at a time when an 
alteration in flat rate charges is contemplated or inevitable. 
In the case of shrinking business drastic measures would, 
of course, have to be taken, quite outside the methods 
referred to. 


Alternative Methods of Charge. 


Let us now consider the alternatives to the flat rate 

which are permitted by the use of special contracts. 

(1) Block rates or step rates where the initial block or 
step may be in excess of the published or flat rate 
price. The initial block or step could in effect con- 
tain a concealed service charge. 

(2) Two-part charge: 

(a) The first part being a fixed service charge 
varying in degree according to some standard 
requirement. 
(b) A gas charge at a rate considerably below the 
flat rate or published price. 
(3) Three-part charge: 
(a) The first part being a fixed service or customer 
cost. 
(b) A demand charge according to requirement. 
(c) 4 lage conte charge based on the quantity of 
taken. 
(4) Rissincume charge : 
The same as the three-part charge, 
demand charge divided into two parts. 
(a) Manufacturing demand varying according to 
the quantity which may be required in any 
one day. 
(b) Distribution demand varying according to the 
quantity which may be required in any one 
hour. 


but with the 


The three or four part charge methods would only be of 
interest to the commercial or industrial users. In order 
that you may more easily follow my remarks, I have pre- 
pared four graphs. The basis of these graphs is a hypo- 
thetical undertaking with a total cost of supply of 8°242d. 
per therm, and an average sale of gas of 180 therms per 
consumer per annum. 


Customer cost 24s. 6d. per annum—equal to 1°628d. per therm 
$ ] F 


Manufacturing demand. . . , «oo Saad, 
Distribution demand. . . - & x ao Soe 
Commodity cost . ; :- » «> 2 


The four graphs represent 

(1) The total cost of supply according to the standard 
form of accounts. 

(2) The same costs divided according to the formula set 
out in the report of the Special Committee of the 
National Gas Council, as previously shown 

(a) Customer cost. 

(b) Manufacturing demand cost. 

(c) Distribution dem: und cost. 

(d) Commodity cost. 

(3) Illustration of the operation of a two-part tariff with 
a low customer cost and a relatively high commodity 
cost, with average theoretical cost of supply at vari- 
ous annual consumptions. 

The first part is customer cost only. The second 
part is a combination of the manufacturing demand, 
distribution demand, and commodity cost. 

(4) Similar to No. 3 but the combination reversed. The 
first or customer cost includes manufacturing and 
distribution demands. The second part includes 
commodity cost only. 


If you will study the two graphs Nos. 3 and 4 for a 


moment you will observe that the cost of supply to all 
consumers taking less than 180 therms would theoretically 
These consumers I should say 


be unprofitable. would 










WET COST OF SUPPLYING GAS PER THERM 
8:-24° PER THERM. 


Purification 
084d. 


Wages 
4440 


Net. Coal 
| 546d 


Weer and Tear 
Manufactory 
564d 





Charge for Capital 
Distribution Charges - 773d P 
(less Rentals) 


ig2d 


/ 


Rents 
Rates 


Other \ 
/and Taxes 


numerically outweigh the theoretically profitable ones. 
What would be the position if an undertaking were per- 
mitted to refuse a supply to the theoretically unprofitable 
consumers? A large decrease in sales would result, and 
the cost of supply to the remaining consumers would be 
increased. Our efforts must therefore be directed towards 
increasing the average sales of the unprofitable: consumer 
and towards stimulating the consumption of gas. The 
greater the consumption, the burden of the overhead or 
standing charges of the undertaking is naturally lessened 
per unit of sales. 

In my opinion the present time is no time for tariffs 
based on strictly scientific lines, but we must consider 
closely the ability of the customer to pay and the cost of 
competitive fuels. 

You will, I am sure, agree with me that cur competitors, 
with their "electric tariffs, do not always pursue scientific 
lines; they take business risks. I am aware that the elec- 
trical undertakings with plant laid down to meet their 
maximum demand have, during a long period of the day. 
surplus plant available, and if they can secure additional 
business at off-peak hours, electric ity can be profitably sold 
at rates only slightly above production cost. Our com- 
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NET COST OF SUPPLYING GAS PER THERM 
8:24° PER THERM. 


divided into components for 4 Part Tariff 
(average consumption per consumer 180 therms,) 


Customer Cost 


Distribution Demand 
‘378 


Commodity Cost 
3-472d 


a — 


petitors will continue to seek new business at these cu 
rates while they have their standing charges covered, or; 
high initial price to cover the peak or lighting load, 
Should we not follow our competitor’s lead? — Unfor 
tunately, while we are not so favourably placed with r. 
gard to standing charges or high initial prices far in exces 
of cost of supply, we should offer rates for additional bus: 
ness more in accord with-the cost of competitive fuels, 
There is no doubt that when gas undertakings have ; 
large amount of available capacity they should endeavow 
to carry out a price campaign on the lines of the electric: 
industry in order to cover, if only to a certain extent, th 
standing or overhead charges to which they are in am 
circumstances committed. In this connection, I shoull 
like to point out that a price which makes a contribution, 
however small, to the cost of standing charges can le 
offered when it is a question of increasing an existin: 
consumption, or of obtaining new business for the purpos 
of filling a trough appearing in the output chart causel 
by seasonal or other variations. In every undertakin 
there are periods when the standing charges are né 
covered by a contribution from the revenue from gas sales 
and the ideal would be for a reduction of these charge 


ILLUSTRATION OF THE OPERATION OF A TWO PART TARIFF 


GIVING THE AVERAGE PRICE TO BE CHARGED FOR VARIOUS CONSUMPTIONS. 


Basis 24-6 
6 624 


Pence per Therm 


20 40 60 wy 00 120 “0 160 


Average 


per Annum 


Charge. 
Therm ” 8 


charged 8-24d. per Therm. 


Cost 6-62d.perTherm.| 


180 200 220 240 260 280 300 320 340 360 380 400 420 440 460 480 6500 


Consumption in Therms per Annum 
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ILLUSTRATION OF THE OPERATION OF A TWO PART TARIFF. 
GIVING THE AVERAGE PRICE TO BE CHARGED FOR VARIOUS CONSUMPTIONS. 


Basis. 71-8 per Annum Customer Charge. 
3°474 


Pence per Therm 


Average 


Therm ° 


charged 8-24d. per Therm. 


46 160 180 200 220 240 260 280 300 $20 340 360 380 400 420 440 460 480 500 
Consumption in Therms per Annum. 


proportionately to the business actually done. This, how- 

ver, is Obviously impossible except perhaps to a very 
mall degree; and therefore it is of advantage if some 
wnitribuiion can be obtained towards this cost, it being 
accepted as an axiom, of course, that actual out of pocket 
pxpenses—e.g., net coal, wages, &c.—must be covered. 

lam not unaware of the fact that if the business ob- 
ained by an exceptionally low price became too large and 
al the effect of overfilling the valleys, so to speak, the 
hole question would require reconsideration. The danger 
pf this within a reasonable period of time is, however, 
emote. 

If an undertaking could maintain its existing revenue 
md so cover its overhead expenses, additional business 
ight be encouraged by a substantial reduction in price 
iter a fixed minimum quantity, assessed as the basis of a 
onsumer’s standard requirement, had been consumed. 

ou will understand that it is not possible to depart abso- 
utely from the flat rate, and if the undertakings were to 
fer their consumers an alternative to the flat rate, such 
is a two-part charge, only consumers who would benefit 
ould be attracted by the offer. Consequently the under- 
aking would suffer a loss in revenue. Obviously the most 
appropriate time to make a change in any charging method 

s when a price reduction is due to be made, and any 
surplus profits to be disposed of would be more usefully 
mployed as a means of attracting new business, than by 
# general reduction in the flat rate price. 

In special circumstances, such as an undertaking not 
paving a surplus available for price reduction and desirous 
wf maintaining its existing business against competition, 
# reduction in price would have to be made in spite of all 
ronditions, and in that case it would be more advantageous 
to adopt one of the alternative methods than to make a 
Renerai reduction in the flat rate. By a bold policy addi- 
tional sales could be obtained, bringing in, although re- 
“ued, some element of profit which in the aggregate would 


«wy the revenue of the undertaking to the standard 
evel, 


Domestic Sales. 


let us now consider the case of the domestic consumer. 
Nhat further business is there available for us to under- 
take? We have the bulk of the cooking load, but we could 
picrease our sales for water heating, refrigeration, space 
peating, and I expect the Press would also add lighting. 
Pace heating in the domestic household would mainly 
fan a gas fire load. Some of you will, I know, point out 
tlat this business is a peak load business in severe weather, 
Put need the peak be so pronounced if gas were generally 
old at more competitive rates? 
' How should we be able to sell at competitive rates? If 
ou will refer to the graphs 8 and 4: 
(1) Standing charge £1 4s. 6d. per annum, 

J Gas at 6°614d. per therm, 

t (2) Standing charge £3 lls. 8d. per annum, 

Gas at 3°47d. per therm, 


9 will see that the hypothetical undertaking could afford 


to offer some reduction to its domestic consumers taking 
over 180 therms per annum by either of these tariffs. 

All consumers of this undertaking where the consumption 
is below 104 therms make a contribution towards the 
standing charges only, and obtain such gas as they do 
consume without payment. In point of fact the good con- 
sumer is making a contribution to the poor consumer. It 
would appear then that after the limit of 180 therms is 
reached all gas in excess could be profitably sold at 4d. per 
therm. But we would wish to encourage the bad con- 
sumer also, and I suggest that undertakings should assess 
their consumers according to graduated standards and if 
the various graduated standards are exceeded, all such 
excess gas should be charged at very much lower rates, 
and more in relation to the commodity cost. 

The basis of the assessment of the standard consumption 
could be founded on either the number of rooms occupied 
by the consumer, or the rateable value of the premises or 
rates paid, or floor area. 

The whole question would necessitate a study of the 
position, but it does appear that an undertaking with a 
flat rate charge of, say, 9d. per therm could offer gas at 
4d. or 5d. per therm to the domestic user and a great deal 
of additional business could be obtained. The above- 
mentioned prices of 4d. or 5d. would only apply to sales of 
gas in excess of the standard consumptions set up. The 
standard consumption need not be greater in any case than 
the existing annual consumption of the consumer. 

How are we to construct such a system of charge as we 
have described? Frankly I confess it is by no means easy. 
Taking the simple view, it is, of course, perfectly obvious 
that no loss of revenue would be involved if the reduced 
price—e.g., 4d. per therm—could be applied exclusively to 
additional business—i.e., to each separate consumer’s extra 
therm. In practice, however, it is equally obvious that it 
is impossible to distinguish additional business in this way, 
so as to differentiate in price. 

In practice we should, of course, be compelled to adopt 
some universal uniform basis of assessment of consumers-r 
e.g., number of rooms, rateable value, &c. 

In any particular group—e.g., houses under £40 rateable 
value—consumptions will naturally vary, and any standard 
adopted for the group as a whole cannot possibly reflect 
each separate consumer’s extra consumption. I may add 
here, however, that it is probable that the rateable value 
basis will be found to give the most consistent results. 

Now it will be found that the consequence of this inevit- 
able departure in practice from the self-balancing ideal of 
sach “ separate consumer’s extra therm” is that the 
scheme cannot be put into operation without involving the 
surrender of some existing revenue. It therefore becomes 
necessary to set out the position in extenso, so as to show 
the loss of revenue at different standards adopted. This is 
most easily done in the way set out in the accompanying 
table. 

The object is, of course, to recover as much revenue by 
way of standard consumptions (charged at 8°242d.) as we 
should be conceding by way of the reduced price of 4d. 





Houses of Rateable Value: £40 and Under. 





Group. 


(1) (2) (3) 





Total Revenue 

Total Revenue from Proposed 
from Existing Standard 

Flat Rate Consumption, 

Price. Plus Balance 
(8°242d.) at 4d. per 
Therm. 


Consumptional Consumption | 


Number of 
Consumers Therms 
(Cumulative). | (Cumulative). 


per Annum. 





Under 40 | 

40-100 | 

100-150 
150-200 
&c., &e. 


! 
| 
| 


* Nore.—(1) Assume for purposes of trial and error, the standard consumption 
to be taken, for instance, in the lower limit of each consumptional 
group (e.g., 40, 100, 150 therms. &c.), 

(2) The revenue shown in columns (4) and (5) will then refer to con- 
sumptions above these turning points, which would benefit by 
the reduced price. 

(3) The loss of revenue on consumptions benefiting may be determined 
by comparing columns 4 and 5, and will govern, according to cir- 
cumstances, the standard consumption that may prudently be 
adopted. 


per therm. In the table above we plot in an ascending 
series the whole range of possible standard consumptions 
(which may, of course, be expressed in another form as 
standing charges) and determine and compare the total 
amount of the standard consumptions, plus the balance at 
4d. per therm, with the existing total cost of gas to all 
those consumers who would benefit at the different points. 
Each group—e.g., houses of £40 and under rateable value, 
of £40 to £60, £60 to £80, &c.—would be taken separately, 
and a standard consumption for each would be taken at 
the point which produced a loss of existing revenue equal 
to that which the undertaking may be willing to concede, 
arranged, if desired, so as to provide for any particular 
differential incidence of charge as between different types 
of consumers according to the policy of the undertaking. 

In conclusion, it would appear that the introduction of 
such a system of charge must involve a business risk which 
should bring its reward in expanding sales, which would 
more than compensate for the immediate loss of existing 
revenue. Our aim should be to encourage increased con- 
sumption, and it would remain with the salesman to find 
out what additional business is available at (say) 43d. per 
therm. 

I have not dealt in this Paper with the question of 
financing hire-purchase or installation schemes; these 
should be self-supporting in all cases, so that no loss in 
connection with this branch of our business should be borne 
in the price of gas. 


Discussion. 


Mr. J. M. Wesser (Croydon), the Senior Vice-President, pre- 
siding in the absence of the President, Mr. F. C. Smith, said he 
hoped Mr. Scarth’s Paper would have dispelled tariff mysteries to 
some extent. Mr. Webber went on to refer with pleasure to the 
presence with them that evening of Mr. W. Grafton—the first 
President of the London and Southern District Junior Gas 
Association, in 1902. In fact, they could almost look upon him 
as their founder. In those days Mr. Grafton used to be a 
Lecturer on Gas Manufacture at the London Polytechnic, so 
that they might also regard him as the founder of the modern 
system of instruction they were receiving to-day. Then it was 
also interesting to note that Mr. Scarth was the Association’s 
first Hon. Secretary, and was, incidentally, a student under 
Mr. Grafton. 


An Urgent Problem. 


Mr. E. J. Forrrett (National Gas Council) said that he wel- 
comed the invitation to attend the meeting, because there was 
not, in his opinion, any single problem confronting the Gas 
Industry to-day which was more urgent than the improvement 
of their present methods of charge, and none upon the success- 
ful solution of which so much depended. They were fortunate 
in having a Paper on the subject presented by so eminent an 
accountant as Mr. Scarth, as the problem was nine-tenths one 
of accountancy. 

As Mr. Scarth had pointed out, the Gas Indusiry had for 
generations been accustomed to think in terms of the flat rate. 
That was not entirely their own fault, for the method had been 
thrust upon them by Parliament. In the early days when gas 
was solely an illuminant--when it was required by all con- 
sumers at the same time and during certain hours only, the 
flat rate was logical and an appropriate factor in determining 
the dividends of a Gas Company. When, however, gas com- 
menced to be utilized for heating purposes, the picture was 
entirely changed. The same amount of capital invested in 
plant and mains enabled a larger quantity of gas to be pro- 
duced and distributed, because consumption was _ spread 
throughout the 24 hours, and for the first time load and 
diversity factors became of importance. 
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With the introduction of load and diversity factors, the 4 
rate as a means of determining the statutory dividends of , 
undertakings ceased to be appropriate. Fortunately, jp 
Act of last year they had to a large extent been relieved of thy 
handicap of the flat rate, although one disability remaingj 
viz., that alone among Public Utility Undertakings, they Wer 
not permitted to impose a minimum charge. In spite of that 
disability, the fullest advantage should be taken of the flex. 
bility which the Act provided in the matter of charging, 
Mr. Scarth had indicated in his Paper how a start could 
made. 

the flat rate presupposed that gas undertakings were py. 
veyors of a commodity, but to-day that view was quite 
erroneous. They had got to regard themselves as Providers ¢f 
a continuous service, and if they looked at the matter in thy 
light the whole basis of accountancy upon which their costs ayj 
charges were built ceased to apply. To-day they must oq, 
sider not merely the cost of producing and distributing a the 
but the cost of meeting any particular service which they mish 
be called upon to perform. ¥ 


A Fundamental Difference. 


The difference between these two aspects of the matter ys 
fundamental, and altered entirely the form of charge which 
they should make for the services they performed. Mr. Scarth’; 
diagrams showed that the commodity which they provided x 
part of their service represented in the hypothetical case whic 
he had taken slightly over 40% of the flat rate price which wa 
charged. The bulk of the cost was represented by charges 
which were independent of the quantity of gas made but &. 
pendent very largely upon the nature of the demand. If they 
could increase their sales without adding to their present inves. 
ment in manufacturing and distributing plant, it followed tha 
no additional costs would be incurred in respect of manuf. 
ture and distribution demand, and probably with a negligible 
addition to the customer cost. 

On the existing basis of accountancy, however, the cost of 
producing 25% more gas, if spread over the total output, would 
show that the cost of the average therm would not differ very 
materially from the cost at the present time. They must 
banish from their minds the idea that the cost of the average 
therm served any useful purpose in determining the charges ty 
be made. If they could increase the existing demand of in 
dividual consumers—if they could “‘ peg ”’ their consumption at 
its present figure by means (for instance) of a service charge— 
it was astounding to find how cheaply they could afford to 
supply them with an increased quantity of gas. 

Mr. Fottrell went on to suggest that anybody who wanted to 
understand this problem thoroughly should commence by 
making himself acquainted with the Report referred to in Mr. 
Scarth’s Paper, and in particular with the Appendix to that 
Report in which was set out a form of 4-part allocation. Any 
one who took the trouble to analyze his costs as therein sug- 
gested would see the problem of charges in a very different 
light.. It would indicate how additional loads were affected, if 
at all, by manufacturing and distribution demand costs. 


Effect on Existing Revenue. 


In addition, it was necessary to know what effect any change 
in the present charges would have on existing revenue, and for 
this purpose he stressed the importance of analyzing consump- 
tion. The Official Returns which divided the community into 
two classes and enabled the average consumption through ordi- 
nary and prepayment meters to be determined were quite 
valueless for this purpose. What was required was the average 
consumption of each different category of consumer and the 
quantity of gas used by different consumers in the same cate- 
gory. Everyone who dissected the meter books to find out the 
number of consumers using, say, under 10 therms per quarter, 
between 10 and 12 therms per quarter, and so on right up the 
scale, would derive much useful information. And it might 
provide somewhat of an eye-opener. 

Finally, Mr. Fottrell suggested that when considering how 
they might improve their forms of charge they should consider 
seriously increasing the existing flat rate in respect of, say, the 
first 5 therms consumed per quarter. If this were done, they 
would find that a simple 2-part rate could be offered which wai 
extraordinarily attractive. 

Mr. W. Grarron briefly acknowledged the remarks made by 
the Chairman, and said what a great pleasure it was to le 
at a meeting of the London and Southern District Junior Ga 
Association again and meet some of his old friends. As regaré 
the Paper, he suggested that coke, tar, and other residual pre 
ducts should be taken into consideration when framing tariffs. 

Mr. A. C. MastermMan (Gas Light and Coke Company) referreé 
to the effect of competitive tariffs on the space heatirig load. 
which Mr. Scarth pointed out was a peak load in winter, an 
emphasized the danger of any slight tendency to regard thes 
tariffs as an excuse for slackening their sales efforts.  Tarifi 
would not give them new loads if they slackened their efforts 
They would not obtain new loads unless they serviced them 
properly. All the salesmanship in the world would not do ani 
good unless their follow-up was adequate. 


Exploitation of Promotional Rates. 


Mr. W. A. Bisnop (Croydon) observed that he was still 
converted to the belief that prosperity (and by prosperity ! 
meant the maintenance of profits) was to be found in the & 
ploitation of the so-called promotional rate idea interprete 
either as two and multi-part tariffs and block scales. Reducit 
the price of gas might help their sales; but price reductio™ 
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the ty ere not the remedy in cases where lukewarm sales methods 
of sisted. Greater resources were needed on the sales and 


1 of a imptilization sides of the business, and bigger and bolder methods 
Of ty advertising must be practised. 













alned It was true, continued Mr. Bishop, that although the Industry 
Y Well expanding, the growth was mainly due to new consumers; 
< tha nd the all-important thing to observe was what was happening 
© fle, 4 regard to the average consumption per consumer—a _ point 
gd » stressed in his recent Chairman’s Address to the London 
nud Area Salesmen’s Circle. Mr. Bishop went on to give some in- 


eresting figures as to the number of his Company’s consumers 


© pur 1, 1928 compared with 1933, the average consumption in each 
ij {those two years, the total sales of gas for the two years in 
ers of yestion, the number of consumers per mile of main, &c.; and 
tha S eeseded to show that while the average consumption per 


onsumer had declined to a small extent, the cost of capital 
er therm sold had gone up—as also had the distribution costs, 
yasmall extent. This all had a material bearing on what they 
ould afford to give away. Continuing, Mr. Bishop referred to 
he well-defined reasons for the decline in the average con- 
umption per consumer, and gave a few examples of load- 
milding values of coppers, bedroom fires, geysers, &c., to em- 
hasize his point that there were tremendous opportunities for 
wltivating further fuel business if, and only if (this was the 
sential preliminary), people could acquire their use on easy 


erms. The flat rate system of charge, though far from ideal, 
Which Hos not in Mr. Bishop’s view the major hindrance to the de- 
h was lopment of domestic business. Hundreds of cases had been 
latges ME nvestigated where comparatively small consumers had installed 
it de M.xtra appliances—with encouraging results—particularly as 


regards water heaters. If one studied the monthly output 
curves of gas sent out it was obvious that they could afford 
to do something to cultivate the summer load with a view to 
1ufae- electing some partial levelling up of the ratio between an 
igibl MP veraze winter day’s output and an average summer day’s out- 
put, which in the case of his own Company was of the order 
st of Mf 18 to 10. It had been felt that the most direct way to try 
vould Mio achieve this (direct in the sense that they could estimate 
Very MB fairly closely what they were “‘ giving away ”’ in service) was 
must HF io let the price of gas stand the maintenance charges of appar- 
rage Motus, and if there was then sufficient margin, let it further 
€s to partly subsidize the installation costs. This policy had been 
f in- HPfollowed by the Croydon Company for some time and had met 
0 at MH with a fair measure of success. 
‘ge To mention one case only—that of water heaters—the output 
d tof of heaters for 1983 showed an increase of more than 94% over 
the 1982 figure. This was largely due to the popular operation 
d to of the rental system, including fixing. During 1934 the figures 
by were well maintained, and the sales of gas during August (6% 
Mr. up on the previous year) constituted a record August for the 
that Company. Water heaters had something to do with that, and 
Any I as time went on they would play an enormous part. 
sug: 


rent Another Standing Charge. 


1, if 
As to tariffs, Mr. Bishop said that in his view, for purely 
domestic uses, he failed to see how much benefit was going to 
be gained by adopting either two-part methods of charge or 
ied block systems, and he gave his reasons for this belief. In the 
fore (25 of a two-part charge they were asking their salesmen to 
= sell to the customer another standing charge, as the majority 
nto of electricity consumers who were also gas consumers already 


di paid an electricity standing charge. In regard to block sys- 
ite tems—which, it might be argued, were illogical, since they paid 
no regard to the demand factor—the blocks did not generally 


the appear to begin early enough in the scale of consumption, nor 
tee were they stepped down steeply enough to tempt people to burn 
; the considerably increased quantities of gas even to balance the 


. revenue, 2 : 
the Mr. Bishop remarked further that, together with his General 
hi Manager, Mr. Sandeman, he had explored the probable effects 
, of a number of tariffs—effects on revenue and profits—and he 
gave some figures showing how much more gas would have to 
be sold in the case of three typical tariffs to balance revenue. 
hee 12 the case of one two-part tariff the figure was 21%. Summer 
' tariffs had been referred to elsewhere, and some figures Mr. 
Bishop had taken out showed in the case of his Company that 
/areduction of (say) 14d. per therm in the price of gas for the 
bvy(e -X Summer months (not a very tempting reduction to induce 
“fm People to burn more gas) would necessitate an increased output 
of 20% to balance the revenue. 
' Speaking of large-scale commercial and industrial consump- 
'ton—and with these Mr. Bishop advocated the inclusion of 
central heating and large-scale water heating (e.g., swimming 
baths, &c.)—a block system of charge appeared to have much 
to commend it, It made a much more direct and convincing 
appeal to certain classes of consumer, who could readily see the 
| benefits they were to receive in price reductions as the con- 
“sumption increased; whereas a two-part special contract some- 
vtimes left things partly in the air. Really, the much-discussed 
‘demand factor need not count for very much, assuming, of 
'‘ourse, that the suppliers were in a position to meet, with a 
/ margin, the maximum peak load. Quantity rather than the 
| Purpose for which gas was used should be qualification for pre- 
ferential rates to large users. In conclusion, Mr. Bishop said 
be felt that the question of ‘‘How can we induce people 
to burn more gas? ” was to be answered (perhaps only in part) 
a by making it more simple for them to acquire the use of gas- 
/ suming apparatus. 


Need for Financial Studies. 


Mr. R. Summerson (Luton), Junior Vice-President of the 
Association, remarked that in the past little attention had been 


ow 
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paid by the average Junior to the financial aspects of the Gas 
Industry. his was necessarily so when the main problem of 
the times was the solution of manufacturing difficulties. To- 
day, however, the problem of the age was not one of produc- 
lion but of distribution. He therefore welcomed very much 
this provocative Paper from Mr. Scarth; he hoped it would be 
a beginning of the regular inclusion by all Juniors of financial 
studies alongside their normal technical work. 

_ There were two questions he would like to ask Mr. Searth 
in connection with the Paper. First, in a Paper before the 
Institution of Gas Engineers in June, 1934, Mr. Masterman 
stated that in America the wages and salaries for comparable 
work were higher than in this country, and that, while the 
average annual American gas bill per capita was larger than 
in Great Britain, it represented a smaller proportion of the 
normal family budget. He would like to ask Mr. Scarth 
whether the methods of charge he mentioned would inevitably 
increase the gas bill proportion of the normal family budget 
in endeavouring to increase the sales. Secondly, Mr. Summer- 
son inquired whether—when under these new tariff systems 
it seemed inevitable that the people who could least afford it 
had to pay most for their gas—Mr. Scarth really thought that 
the methods of charge he proposed would have the effect of 
encouraging increasing consumption among the financially 
poorer classes of consumer. 

Mr. HarMan, in connection with the suggestion that the 
poorer consumers would be harmed by standing charges, ob- 
served that this class were not necessarily the smallest con- 
sumers of gas. The smallest consumers might be in shops and 
such premises where gas was used only as a stand-by—in which 
case the standing charge would be perfectly fair. Mr. Scarth 
had stated that block rates and discounts were not very 
different; but Mr. Harman suggested that if one drew graphs 
of the average receipts with a block rate, the points always 
moved evenly; whereas with discounts, as one moved from 
one rate to another, one experienced a drop where the average 
receipts fell, or to 1ule that out, one had to go directly side- 
ways to cut off the peaks from the troughs wherever a larger 
discount commenced. With the block rate there was a flat- 
tening out, but with the discount one had the effect of the teeth 
of a saw set on edge. 

Mr. L. F.. Ranpatt (South Metropolitan Gas Company) 
pointed out that while the sales of modern gas appliances had 
gone up by leaps and bounds, the consumption per consumer 
had gone down. Therefore, Mr. Bishop’s idea of increasing the 
number of appliances fixed would not materially help to im- 
prove the consumption of gas per consumer—which was borne 
out by recent figures. Therefore new and increasing numbers 
of consumers would not increase the sales, with the obvious 
result that these appliances were unremunerative to install. 
He agreed with Mr. Bishop, however, that the advantages they 
could offer were so small that they could not attract the aver- 
age consumer. If the unremunerative consumer could be made 
to pay a little more it would result in large reductions in 
various tariffs and charges. If an undertaking gave a service 
then the consumer must be prepared to pay for it, and they 
could, without losing business, make a bad consumer—who was 
not necessarily a poor consumer—pay for making a conveni- 
ence of the gas undertaking. Such a consumer could pay, or 
he would not have these expensive appliances installed. 

Another SPEAKER said he could not quite agree with basing 
the service charge on the rateable value. If one gas under- 
taking supplied gas in the areas of a number of different local 
authorities, it might be found that in one area there was a 
high assessment and a low rate and in an adjoining district a 
low assessment and a high rate. Trouble might arise in this 
connection; and he felt that a better method was to take the 
superficial floor area of the house—which gave the fairest com- 
parison between houses. 


An Implied Condemnation. 


Mr. E. Fiercuer (Institution of Gas Engineers) said he was 
disappointed in the Author’s suggestion that ‘‘ the present was 
no time for tariffs based on strictly scientific lines, but they 
must consider closely the ability of the customer to pay and 
the cost of competitive fuels.’’ Mr. Fletcher observed that he 
was not disappointed because that was a condemnation of what 
was known as “ scientific ” tariff making, but because the con- 
demnation was only implied. The sales side of the Industry 
had been managed up to quite recently almost entirely by 
men with an engineering bias, and it was not surprising that 
** scientific ’’ tariff making had developed with the ideal ’of 
ensuring that each and every consumer paid as nearly as pos- 
sible a sum proportional to his estimated share of the costs. 
That sounded nice and desirable; but in reality it showed that 
the theoretical background of the problem had been got out 
of perspective, and he had hoped that Mr. Scarth, as an 
Accountant, would have dealt fully with this. For time and 
energy spent on the tariff problem with this aim must, he sug- 
gested, be misdirected and wasteful—though he knew that Mr. 
Fottrell might disagree with him here. 

The sales and management side of any undertaking surely 
need consider in this connection only the total revenue required 
and the figure of prime or commodity cost, at a price below 
which no gas must be sold. Thereafter it was a matter of sales 
expediency, and he was grateful to Mr. Scarth for commencing 
his Paper with an extract from Field’s Analysis, emphasizing 
the fall in sales per consumer. ‘‘ Promotional Rates,” as the 
Americans aptly called them, were required as a branch of 
salesmanship as much as was newspaper advertising. Both 
aimed at making effective a latent demand; and as long as the 
return was above commodity cost a load paid for its marginal 
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costs and contributed something towards the fund out of which 
overheads must be paid. Unless actually on a peak which 
approximated to maximum capacity any such load was wel- 
come. The object and justification of rate making was there- 
fore not to correlate details of costs and gas charges, but totals 
only, and to provide an adequate psychological appeal to the 
consumer to use more gas—an appeal not sufficiently provided 
for by the flat rate. 

That there was nothing “ scientific ’’ in this—in the way the 
word “ scientific’? had been applied to multi-part tariff mak- 
ing—vcontinued Mr. Fletcher, was shown by comparing two well- 
known provincial tariffs, Mr. Haynes’ two-part tariff at Rother- 
ham and Mr. Curtis’ seasonal differential at Macclesfield. 
These had been very successful, and each had justified its 
existence. But they were essentially and fundamentally 
different in structure, and if one believed in “ scientific ’’ rate 
making, one of them must be wrong. One might be better 
than the other; but the truth of the matter was that any 
undertaking with a flat rate might with advantage copy either. 

One often saw it suggested that the reason and justification 
for promotional rates was the fact that the cost of supplying 
cach consumer was different; but these two gentlemen, Mr. 
Haynes and Mr. Curtis, together had shown that the reason 
and justification for progressive rate making was nothing of the 
sort. It was nothing at all to do with apportionment of costs, 
and had become necessary owing to the increase in the number 
of ways of obtaining light, heat, and power, and the consequent 
competition—rather than to the increased number of uses to 
which gas might now be put. The Rotherham and Macclesfield 
tariffs had both been successful not because they might have a 
scientific and mathematical basis—they were too different both 
to have this—but because in each case there was—the only 
thing in common—an adequate psychological appeal to the con- 
sumer to use more gas. 


‘ 


Consideration for Coke Consumer. 


Mr. G. H. S. Du Ponrer, B.A. (Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany), spoke on the subject of taking the coke consumer into 
consideration when framing tariffs. As regards minimum 
standing charges, he had heard many complaints about meter 
rents, the psychological effect of which was of very .great im- 
portance. 

Mr. A. P. Scarru (Croydon) referred to Mr. Bishop’s efforts 
to bring about the installation of further appliances with the 
fixing charges included in the rent. It was all very well to get 
these appliances into consumers’ houses, said Mr. Scarth, but 
did the consumers use them? If they offered gas at a reduced 
price it was going to help them to install more fires. As the 
Author of the Paper had pointed out, the average consumption 
per consumer during the working hours of the day was about 
7 c.ft. per hour, which showed how little gas was used for space 
heating. If they could offer gas at 4d. or 43d. a therm for 
heating by fires surely it would be to their benefit to do so. 


The Inter-Relation of Residuals. 


Mr. G. Garpiner, A.C.W.A. (Wandsworth), remarked that, 
as the net coal cost was the bedrock to which gas sales prices 
were correlated, the receipts for the sale of residuals were inter- 
related to gas sales. The necessity for ensuring the sale of coke 
at the present prices, or at enhanced prices, was of primary 
importance. How could this be done? The sale of coke fires 
had increased very considerably. The inter-relationship of coke 
and gas was strikingly demonstrated in the gas-ignited coke 
fire. To produce the gas required by the average consumer 
taking 180 therms per annum (Mr. Scarth’s figure) nearly 23 
tons of coal had to be carbonized. The coke made for sale 
from this quantity of coal was (say) a little over a ton. If 
every domestic consumer were to take the full quantity of coke 
which was available from the coal which had produced his 
180 therms of gas—which worked out at about ? cwt, a week 
over a six months’ period—no coke would be left over for indus- 
trial use. A gas consumer who now used coke received no pre- 
ferential treatment in respect of his price. The gas consumer 
who did not use coke paid no more for his gas than his gas 
and coke consuming neighbour. He submitted that considera- 
tion should be given to the suggestion that the gas-cum-coke 
consumer should receive some financial benefit over and above 
any he might receive from a differential tariff rate. 

A SPEAKER suggested that an “‘ all-gas ’’ consumer should be 
allowed a special discount. 


The Author’s Reply. 


Mr. Scartu, replying to the discussion, said that Mr. Master- 
man had asked how the peak load for space heating would 
be reduced if more gas were used for this purpose. What Mr. 
Searth intended to convey was that a reduction in price would 
enable more consumers to use gas for space heating for a longer 
period in a year than at present used. The load would be im- 
proved. The average consumer (excluding industrial users) con- 
sumed, say, 140 therms per annum, which meant only a consump- 
tion of 7 ft. per hour during the 12 working hours of the day. 
The addition of one gas fire burning 30 ft. per hour per day for 
one hour only for six months of the year, would increase their 
sales per consumer by 20%. Having increased their sales this 
way, say, from October to March, the peak load would not be 
so acute, being spread over a period of six months instead of 
a possible two or three weeks in a cold spell. 
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Mr. Bishop did not agree that the best method of incre 
sales was by a departure from the “‘ flat rate ”’ basis. lea 
ferred to rely on service to the customer, and in assisting 
consumer in installation costs. Mr. Scarth agreed that the 
were very necessary and perhaps should be the first steps 
sales promotion; but would it not be of further advantage tow 
undertakings if the installed apparatus were more regu 
used? The main thing was to encourage the sales of gas. } 
was sure also that Mr. Masterman would agree in his a 
research work on all kinds of gas consuming apparatys 
deavouring to make them efficient and tasteful to the eye’ 
this was their main object. Mr. Scarth contended that if 
price of gas was reduced by one of the methods outlined jy } 
Paper, the consumer would much more readily avail himself 
gas apparatus, and the salesman also would be assisted by gy 
a scheme. It was possible that the existing revenue might , 
for a time be maintained after an alternative method of cha 
had been introduced, but by attracting new business jn gy 
volume the balance would eventually be permanently restored, 


Mr. Summerson asked whether the suggestions made wo 
eventually increase the gas bill proportion of the normal fay 
budget. Mr. Scarth thought it must do so, but at the eXpen 
of other fuels. The consumer was generally ready to pay soy 
thing for added convenience, and it was neither necessary ny 
desirable to raise the price for the small consumer who ¢qi) 
least afford to pay more. He would suggest that attractiy 
new business, even at lower rates, thus providing some addition 
contribution to the fixed or overhead charges, must react to th 
advantage of the small user. Even the poorer class of consume 
would eventually be reached by gradual stages. Naturally a 
undertaking must move with caution and attract the bad ey 
sumer while retaining the goodwill of the better consumer. 
bad consumer was not necessarily a poor one, and if addition 
+ meg could be obtained this must react to the benefit of 
classes. 


_Mr. Harman suggested that the block rate system of char 
differed from a flat rate with discounts. Under the usy 
methods he did not think there was a great deal of differeng 
but it depended on the construction of the discount seal 
Possibly Mr. Harman was thinking of step rates which py 
sented difficulties at the point between any two steps. 


Scientific Tariffs. 


Mr. Fletcher was disappointed with his reference to tari 
on “ strictly scientific lines.’’ Frankly, Mr. Scarth did » 
think such a thing was possible, and in support of his contentid 
he would mention the great number of tariffs in force in Americ 
and the great number which were employed by the electric 
undertakings in this country. It was possible that local a 
political considerations largely influenced the framing of a tari 
The two totally different tariffs referred to—namely, the « 
employed by Mr. Haynes at Rotherham and the other by \ 
Curtis at Macclesfield—were no doubt largely framed on lo 
circumstances. In the case of Rotherham there were spec 
conditions, such as the ability to be able to purchase che 
coke oven gas, but Mr. Haynes had availed himself of this # 
vantage and had proved that much business could be obtain 
if gas was sold at competitive rates. In framing any tariff 
must be remembered that conditions would change each time 
oo gaan of charges was made or additional business was 
tained. 


Mr. Du Pontet had suggested that a gas and coke consum 
should receive special consideration. Possibly so, but the 
would be considerable difficulty in applying any rule. Th 
were not the only producers of coke. They had to meet th 
competition of oven coke, and, in fact, gas undertakings co 
peted with each other in their own districts of supply. He hi 
also referred to minimum standing charges. At the present tim} 
gas undertakings were not permitted by Parliament to make 
minimum charge. Therefore gas undertakings must make ti 
best of the conditions which existed to-day. Meter rents couldt 
included in the standing charge of a two-part tariff. He didw 
see that pre-payment consumers need be disregarded if th 
justified consideration. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. R. SumMerson (Luton) proposed a hearty vote of that 
to Mr. Scarth for his Paper, remarking that he would like 
see some form of tariff whereby a consumer received m0 
therms for the same amount of money. 


Mr. W. A. BisHop, seconding the vote of thanks, expres! 
to Mr. Scarth his appreciation of a most instructive Pap 
which threw much useful light on an obscure subject. It ™ 
a timely Paper, coming along as it did, at a stage they we 
so deeply exercised, in days of intensified competition, with i 
involved subject of rate structure. The Paper had _ produ 
a valuable discussion, which he felt would prove a_ source ® 
gratification to the Author as indicating the value of his wot 


Mr. Scarra, in acknowledgment, said he was deeply grattlt 
to Mr. Fottrell for giving the benefit of his views on the subj 
Mr. Fottrell was, he must say, the pioneer and chief advocate! 
two-part and multi-part charges for gas undertakings in 
country, and he hoped he would before long see his theories ™" 
generally put into practice, and gas undertakings profiting © 
his suggestions. 
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The GENERAL MANAGER AND SecretaRy (Mr. F. a: Bradfield) 
vad the notice convening the meeting, and affixed the Com- 
any’s seal to the Register of Stockholders. 


The CHAIRMAN : Ladies and Gentlemen,—You have now had 
he report and accounts sufficiently long in your possession: to 
bustify, 1 think, your adoption of our usual procedure at these 
wetings—namely, to take them as read. : 

Perhaps the feature of the accounts to which you will have 
‘rst turned, and naturally, is the dividend we propose should 
declared upon the ordinary stock—namely, a total of 53%, 
ompared with 53% a year ago, and I think I had better say 
shat E have to upon this subject before I proceed to discuss 
letails of the accounts. 

Now the Board of Trade Returns make perfectly clear the 
uct that, while the number of gas consumers is an increasing 
ne throughout the country, their average consumption per 
wad is a reducing one. In many undertakings the effect of 
ne factor cancels out the other, but the fact that this Company 
has carried on its business for the last half-century or so within 
, non-expanding circle rules out any application of this com- 
nsating principle to its operations. For better or worse, it 
has to make the best of such custom as can be obtained within 
his gates—it cannot go beyond them. Now, if matters ended 
there as they began, our business would be a very simple one. 
le should supply energy for the bulk of the centrally distri- 
uted energy required for cooking, and for house warming and 
rater heating, ‘as well as, in addition, such simplified lighting 
scan be given by incandescent gas maniles where air warm- 
ing and its circulation, as distinct from its stagnation in rooms 
and halls, is a desired concomitant of the soft, mellow, eye- 
restful light which the mantle provides. Now, this is not an 
illusion, ladies and gentlemen. The great bulk of my own 
evening home-work is accomplished wholly by gas-light, and 
this Company actually sold last year over 17,000 sets of light- 
ing burners, and over the last five years 170,000. That does 
not look as if there was not still substantial demand for gas for 
lighting purposes. In fact, despite the enormous growth in the 
use of electricity for this purpose, and despite a somewhat un- 
rupulous practice which has grown up of understating its cost, 
a not unimportant usage of gas supports my contention that 
there is still much to be said in its favour for lighting purposes. 


1 pr 
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Room for Improvement. 


Now, if you ask me whether we have been doing our best 
to bring the general qualities of gas supply to the notice of 
he public, I am bound to say our efforts still leave room for 
improvement—that is to say, when these are judged by the 
methods of our competitors, and although no commercial under- 
aking could possibly go these lengths without finding itself 
in the bankruptcy court. There was given in “ Hansard ” 
a few weeks ago, in reply to a question in the House, the 
average price obtained from the consumers of electricity by the 
Metropolitan Municipal Undertakings for lighting and domestic 
supplies as being 1°88d. per unit—a long way above the adver- 
tied halfpenny. And yet the poorest customer for current, 
the one least able to foot the bill, is led to believe that he 
can get his supply at one halfpenny per unit. The halfpenny 
isin very large type—plus, it is true, a small standing charge, 
so small in fact that the announcement is unobtrusively tucked 
away beneath the shadow of a large halfpenny. An exhibition 
was recently staged at a Town Hall in our district, and therefore 
I must assume under municipal patronage, in which a quasi- 
ogarthian tableau was staged of ‘‘ Then and Now.” The 
“Then” showed a dirty kitchen in which a dirty gas cooker 
was tended by an ill-clothed housewife, while her dirty husband 
waited for his dinner with his dirty feet on the kitchen table. 
he ““ Now ”’ was, of course, a kitchen decorated in cream and 
white, tended by a spick-and-span sort of ‘‘ Nippy,’’ while the 
latest type of electric food-preparer, sparkling with enamel and 
chromium, performed its lethargic functions with discretion if 
not despatch. Visits to the show of a former Cabinet Minister 


_ a sprinkling of Electric Knights were duly recorded in the 
ress, 


ne 
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Now, I freely confess that, if this is salesmanship, then we 
have been behind-hand and must seriously alter our methods 
for maintaining interest in our affairs shown by the public’s 
‘ppreciation of our services for well over a century. While 
We can leave in their entirety the unladylike methods of 
Pretty Fanny ” to which I have referred, there are some 
snderlying suggestions about them we can adapt to our needs. 

none particular respect we have been admittedly behind- 
hand. Our figures show that on an average almost every one 
of our consumers has a gas stove. Some of you, however, may 
lave seen an announcement in the local Press that one Municipal 
Authority fixed last year 1,800 cookers. It also added its own 
lestimonial to their value by the users, as to which we can 
well afford to “ Wait and See!’’. But, at any rate, we became 
suddenly conscious last year that our own stoves, which we 


this side of our business up-to-date. Over 9,000 have already 
been exchanged, and there are still some tens of thousands 
remaining to be done. At the present time the older type are 
being exchanged at the rate of from 400 to 500 per week, bul 
we must have more capital in which to rapidly and efficiently 
carry out the exchange, and it is a strong reason why we are 
asking you to approve our financial proposals for, inter alia. 
doing so. As long as unattractive cookers continue in use. 
they will be a source of attack on the part of our opponents. 


Effect of the Weather. 


The other factor which has brought about a reduction of gas 
consumption is the weather, and although personally I should 
be disinclined to mention it, yet if I did not I fear the staff, who 
have worked for you so earnestly and loyally, would have, and 
justly, some cause for complaint at my omission to refer to their 
second heaviest handicap during the year under review. 
Although competition played its part in the adverse results of 
the past year, a not unimportant factor was the mildness of the 
weather—especially during the month of December. In that 
month the average temperature was 11°5 degrees warmer than 
during the corresponding month, 1933. This is the greatest 
variation over a whole month within my recollection. Decem- 
ber is a good gas selling month, and such a change has more 
effect on the year’s output than it would have had had it 
occurred in any other month of the year. 

There are, of course, other factors which affect gas sales— 
such as the decrease in the population to which I have referred 
in previous years—changes in the habits of the people, many 
of whom “ live out of tins,’’ and also unemployment. With 
regard to unemployment, of which there is less proportionately 
in East London than in many other parts of the country, ob- 
servation has shown that the Company’s sales vary with any 
rise or fall in the allowances. I believe the number of registered 
unemployed persons is about 6% less than a year ago, and 
while this is a distinct improvement the number of persons re- 
emploved is quite small, and a really satisfactory solution to this 
disturbing problem has yet to be found. 

Now, taking all these circumstances into account, and the 
fact that our net profit has been but £76,850, our inability to 
declare a dividend on the ordinary stock or a bonus on co- 
partners’ salaries and wages at the same rate as last year be- 
comes obvious, and we therefore recommend that a final divi- 
dend be declared of 3°, instead of 34% paid for the correspond- 
ing period 1938. A resolution to this effect will be submitted 
later in the proceedings. 


Growing Demands of Slot Consumers. 


There are several reasons for the diminution of profits, but 
thé one which has the greatest effect upon our working is the 
growing demand of those consumers of gas supplied through 
the medium of prepayment meters for increased service and 
more up-to-date appliances. They are no longer satisfied with 
the articles they used to have, and require more attractive ones, 
such as they see in advertisements and in the showrooms of our 
own Industry and our competitors. 

Efficient service has always been a matter for pride with the 
Company, but the increased demand for it has not been so 
noticeable as during the past year or so. The requirements of 
the ordinary consumers have also increased, but to a lesser 
degree. It may interest you to know the effect on the Com- 
pany’s expenditure. The distribution costs in the year 1924 were 
£180,169, and last year £209,350, a very substantial rise, and 
therefore affecting the working. : 

It must not be overlooked, however, that the intensive com- 
petition all gas companies are experiencing from the Govern- 
ment-aided electricity undertakings also plays an important part 
in the additional maintenance costs, as well as in relation ‘to 
the quantity of gas sold. As you are aware, there are three 
municipal electricity undertakings within the Company’s area 
of supply, fighting hard in an endeavour, so far not a very 
successful endeavour, to secure the cooking load. It is satis 
factory to note that the number of electric cooking stoves in- 
stalled is comparatively few, and this is only accomplished by 
the sale of current at a remarkably low price. Healthy com 
petition is good for all of us, but it appears to me bad policy 
to deprive one’s self of an equitable return for money expended 
merely to dispossess your competitor. 

Gas has been called ‘‘ The light that never failed,’? and in 
this respect compares most favourably with its competitor. For 
whatever purpose gas is used, you can be sure it will not fail 
vou. During the past year there were 98 serious electricity 
failures or, as they have become known, “ black-outs ” in the 
United Kingdom. 

T must now turn to the Accounts. It will be seen, in the 
Capital Account, that £6,613 4s. 2d. has been expended on free 
hold property. The larger part (£3,645) of the expenditure 
represents property near the Stepney Works, which it was neces- 





sary to purchase for extending our appliance storing accommo- 
dation. 


Dwellings for Employees. 


The area of both the Stepney and Wapping Works is very 
restricted. A sum of £773 represents a building adjoining the 
Company's. Poplar Works on a piece of land previously bought 
by the Company. ‘The balance of the amount represents either 
property adjoining the Manor House Estate—upon which | in 
formed you a year ago the Company is erecting cottages for 
some—I am sorry to say a few only—of our employees, and 
also properties purchased to accommodate persons displaced 
from houses being demolished on the Estate. 

With regard to the cottages being erected—there will be 29 
of these, and the accommodation consists of a large living 
room, a kitchen, three bedrooms, and a bathroom. All the 
rooms will face south, so that they should get the best of the 
sun, and there will be a small piece of ground for a garden for 
each tenant. There was a little difficulty in obtaining the con- 
sent of the London County Council to the scheme, by reason 
of the Council’s desire to have a thoroughfare through the 
Estate. From the point of view of health and the clearance of 
slum property—apart from the Manor House itself—fourteen 
houses on the property are being demolished under the scheme. 
These houses accommodated about 93 persons on an area of 
about 0°3 of an acre, which is equal to 316 persons per acre. 
Under the Company’s proposals it is expected to accommodate 
116 persons on an area of 1°2 acres, equalling 96 per acre. Put 
another way—originally there were 48 houses to the acre, where- 
as the number being erected will be just half of that number. 

One of our endeavours in this proposal is, as I have already 
explained to you, to show what can be done with gas in the 
matter of appliances for lighting, heating, cooking, and other 
domestic operations, though it is part of our bargain that we 
should give full facilities for these supplies to be provided by 
the electricity undertaking, should they be disposed to offer 
them. We should be the last to object to tenants having un- 
limited opportunities, as they have unlimited rights, to use 
electric energy if they wish. What often happens is that when 
people have wireless sets they feel they would like electricity 
installed with the main idea of being free from battery troubles; 
but once they have it, it does not necessarily follow that they 
are going to use electricity for lighting. We find in many such 
cases a great deal of the lighting is still carried out by gas. 
hope this will be our experience on the Manor House Estate. 

A further amount of £2,197 has been expended on extensions 
of the Apparatus Repair Shops at Stepney and ¢n part cost of 
a new waste heat boiler. Other than these items £16,680 has 
been credited for depreciation and reduction of Capital, leaving 
a net credit as shown in the Account of £7,870. 

With regard to the Revenue Account, it will be seen on the 
receipt side that the sale of gas brought in the sum of £561,502. 
This is £23,496 less than in the previous year from gas itself. 
The difference represents more than the 23° reduction in gas 
sales, the excess being due to some extensions of discounts. 

Rentals at £89,225 is less by £4,248, which is mainly due 
to the sale of so many cookers and fires to which I will refer 
later. Residuals at £184,342 shows an increase of £10,500 
principally due to improvements in the coke and tar receipts. 
On the expenditure side the cost of coals—owing to the de- 
creased quantity carbonized—is less by £7,331. The remaining 
items for manufacture were £7,842 more. Distribution, as I 
have already pointed out, at £209,350 was £12,860 more, and 
savings were effected on the remaining items. 

The total expenditure was £2,892 more, which, after adding 
the reduction in the total receipts (£16,864), makes the balance 
of gross profit £19,756 less, at £114,555. 

After deducting the interim dividend, debenture and other 
interest, and bringing into account the balance carried forward 
from the previous year, there remains a balance of £64,323 
16s. 2d. already mentioned. 


Sales of Appliances. 


As regards the sales of appliances, during the years 1930 to 
1933 we sold an average of about 2,000 stoves each year, the 
numbers varying from 1,870 to 2,118. Last year, however, no 
less than 7,408 have been sold—viz., cooking stoves 6,763 and 
645 fires and water heaters, the majority being on hire-purchase 
terms, which are apparently as attractive in the matter of gas 
apparatus as in some other directions to which I need not refer. 
This, of course, also requires capital, but as it ensures the use 
of gas it is, to say the least, expenditure that is not only advis- 
able but necessary. 

While it is not the Board’s wish to minimize the seriousness 
of the continued reduction, though slight, in the sales of gas 
during the past few years, or the probable permanent effect of 
some of the causes, I am convinced that, given normal weather 
throughout the year, it will be shown that the demand for gas 

-owing to its increased use for industrial as well as domestic 
purposes—will be kept up and that the Company’s sales, in 
spite of its restricted area, will again have an upward tendency. 


The Accident at Wapping. 


There is one matter, in conclusion. of importance to which I 
have not yet referred, and that is the serious accident which 
occurred at the Company’s Wapping Works. 

Owing to the collapse of a tower scrubber, due to some settle- 
ment or defect of the foundations, a fire occurred at the works 
about mid-day on Saturday, Jan. 26. The scrubber, in falling, 
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broke a 15-in. main which was supported on the wall of 
valve-room, and the gas from this main ignited. Although 
tlow of gas was quickly shut off on the works side, on which 
have absolute control, the flame from the fractured pipe mate 
impossible to reach the valves dividing this main from the 
side distribution system, and gas from the district mains od 
tinued to flow back and burn at the fracture, and it bees 
necessary to open up and cut off the gas in the streets surrou 
ing the works before the flame could die out. A full supply , 
gas was maintained throughout the occurrence. 
Fortunately no person sustained any injury with the except 
of one fireman, wno slipped into a liquor tank and whose ey 
were temporarily affected by the ammonia. 7 
Wapping Works, the smallest of the Company’s three Statig 
stand on a congested site, and but for this fact the fire oa 
have been of short duration, because we should have been g 
to cut off this 15-in. main, 
I now formally move: 


“* That the Report and Accounts be received, adopted 
and entered on the Minutes.”’ 


The Depury-CHarrman (Mr. A. M. Paddon, M.Inst.C.E.) forn 
ally seconded the motion, and, there being no questions , 
comments, the CHAIRMAN put it to the meeting, and it yy 
carried unanimously. 


Dividends. 
The CHAIRMAN then moved: 


“ That, pursuant to the recommendation of the Bog 
of Directors, a final dividend be declared for the year enj 
Dec. 31, 1934, at the rate of £39 on the ordinary st 
of the Company, less income-tax, payable on Feb, 2, q 
that warrants for the same be forwarded by post to {4 
Proprietors.”’ 


The Derury-CHarrMAN seconded this, and it was agreed to, 
New Capital Issue. 


The CHAIRMAN: The next resolution on the agenda is wi 
reference to the raising of further capital. It is many yes 
since the Company has issued stock of any description—in {x 
not since the year 1909 (i.e., 26 years ago). This does not mea 
however, that additional capital has not been required. Doub 
less those of you who compare the yearly accounts will be awa 
that since the war the Balance-Sheet has disclosed a temporay 
loan of varying amounts year by year. Borrowing from ty 
Company’s bankers has been, and still is, a more economic pn 
position than issuing stock, but there is a limit to the amou| 
it is desirable to raise in this way, and the Board thereto 
recommend that they be authorized to raise further sums ; 
and when required. As I have already mentioned—in additig 
to the temporary loan from our bankers—money will be r 
quired for replacing the old type cookers by vitreous enamell 
ones, and partly for the cost of erecting the cottages at Poplu 
Money will, in addition, be required to finance the hire-purchas 
sales. This, however, is liquid capital and will be gradualj 
repaid. 

At the present time the sum the Company has power to rai 
is £124,664—i.e., without a further issue of ordinary stod 
This sum would only partly meet our requirements. The Boat 
decided, therefore, to apply to the Board of Trade, under th 
Gas Undertakings Act, 1929, for an increase of the existiz 
powers from 50% of the paid-up capital to 70% of the paid-w 
capital. The application needs your authority, and will be ded! 
with at the Extraordinary Meeting which will follow the presetl 
meeting, but I refer to :t here as the authority which we no 
ask for is intended to include the additional powers (if any 
granted by the Board of Trade Order. I*beg to move: 


‘“* That the Company do create, and the Directors be atl 
they are hereby authorized to issue, under the power: ¢ 
the Commercial Gas Acts, 1902, 1918, and 1934, and/¢ 
the Gas Undertakings Acts, 1920 to 1934, at such time 
in such amounts, and manner, and on such terms, and eithe 
redeemable or otherwise, as they may think fit, debentur 
stock not exceeding in the whole such sum or sums as t 
Company at the time of issue is authorized to raise.” 


Mr. Srantey H. Jones, M.Inst.C.E., seconded this, and it wi 
agreed to. 


Re-Election of Directors and Auditors. 


The CHarRMAN moved that the retiring Directors, Mr. F. 4 
Jones, M.Inst.C.E., and Mr. F. McLeod, J.P., be re-clectt 
Directors of the Company. 

Mr. B. R. GreEeEN seconded this, and it was passed. 

Mr. H. F. His moved that the retiring Auditor (Mr. G.¥ 
Ilsley) be re-elected, and this was seconded by Mr. R. S. Youn 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Iustey, in thanking the shareholders for his re-electi0t 
remarked that he had completed thirty-two years as an Auditi! 
of the Company’s accounts. 


Vote of Thanks. 


The CHAIRMAN said one thing he must by no means omit W# 
to propose that the thanks of the meeting be accorded to t# 
officers and workpeople for their efforts on the Company’s 
half during the past year. It was in times such as had bet 
experienced last year, and still prevailed, that the loyalty 
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r staff were most to the front, and played a more 
Ough dmpportant part: than at other times -in securing such successes 
vhich might be achieved. He could speak in the highest terms 
Made tthe staff, with whom he was frequently in touch. - His con- 
cts with them always produced a feeling of happiness in his 
art, Which was a personal affair, but it also brought to his 
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becayliind the fact that the Company had a very able body of officers 
Irroypilind workpeople to safeguard their interests. _ 
ipply ae Mr. YOUNGS seconded this, and it was unanimously passed. 


Mr. B. W. Exxis said that before they passed to the Extra- 
rdinary Meeting, he wished to propose a hearty vote of thanks 
, the Chairman and Directors of the Company for their care 
tthe interests of the shareholders during the past year. They 
tationfliad had from the Chairman a most interesting address, which 
hey would lay to heart. With regard to the change-over in 
shion from the old style of cooker to a more ornamental type, 
hough this might upset things a little during the transition 
riod, it meant anchoring the business to gas, which was the 
doptaial-important thing. They had to thank the Board also for 
Opteg poking after the interests of the staff and workpeople, as they 
ways did. 
) forn sn WeLby seconded this, and it was heartily agreed to. 
ions The CHAIRMAN, responding on behalf of his colleagues and 
it wahimself, said that perhaps a vote of this character was deserved 
little more than usual, because times were not easy. It was 
becoming more realized that the activity which the Industry 
had been going through in regard to the production and uses 
sf gas must go a step further—that was, to a consideration of 
he basis of the charges made. The more he looked into the 
Boar resent method of charging for gas—and more especially when 
endl. made comparisons between it and some other distributed 
Sto@inergy—the more he was brought to the conclusion that some- 
‘2, aul hing should be done. Their Company had a measure of freedom 
to tM, this matter, which they achieved some years ago. For many 
ears they were bound by the sliding-scale principle, which 
iepended on a certain standard price being charged for gas, any 
nerease on which automatically lowered the dividend. Such 
ariations arose, of course, from a great many causes, and not 
necessarily from bad management, which was the point in mind 
hen the sliding-seale was introduced. One of these causes he 
had referred to that day—namely, the alteration of the habits 
bf the people. Though the Company had to meet the same 
harges in furnishing supplies, the consumers spent less time 
n their houses, and so used less gas. Therefore the possibilities 
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The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Company was 
held at the Chief Office, Fairfield Street, Wandsworth, London, 
SW.18, on Tuesday, Feb. 19, 1935—Mr. Frank H. JONES 
(Chairman and Managing Director) presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. H. Cromarty, F.C.I.S.) read the 
notice convening the meeting, and the Auditors’ report on the 
Balance Sheet. 


The minutes of the preceding General Meetings were taken as 
read, 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHAIRMAN, presenting the Directors’ Report and State- 
ment of Accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934 (which were 
taken as read), first commented on the capital account. He 
mentioned the item ‘‘ Meters and Stoves,’’ which in the past 
two years had been a substantial figure, due principally to the 
fact that the Company had adopted a vigorous policy of replac- 
ing the old black cookers on the district with thoroughly up-to- 
date all-enamel cookers of high efficiency and attractive appear- 
ance, 
The heavy capital expenditure incurred during the last few 
years was coming very largely to an end; the fruits of this ex- 
penditure were maturing and might be expected to increase as 
the modern and more efficient plant came into full operation. 
Due to a revised costing code, which: had _ necessitated 
humerous alterations in appropriation or allocation of the costs, 
‘shareholders might have some difficulty in comparing some of 
the figures in the Revenue Account with those of the previous 
. I year—but the figures for 1935 would be more comparable with 
ctl those of 1934. The new method made it possible to take out 
the minutest detail of the costs of every department of the Com- 
& pany, and, therefore, those responsible for the administration 
Wi of the Company could have before them continuously through- 
Nos - the year comparative figures of their working conditions 
and costs, 
inf The cost of manufacturing was £704,000, which represented an 
itc/ crease on the 1988 figure; but this increase was more than 
oe by an increase of nearly £50,000 in receipts from residual 
products, 
So far as the district expenditure was concerned, the total 
y showed an increase of £10,000 over that of 1933, due largely to 
th the Company’s new policy of replacing the black cookers. 
“IM Expenditure in the Management Section showed a. slight 
iI decrease, : ‘ 
_Another item to which the Chairman drew attention was 


“MS Superannuations and Pension Fund. The: Directors had 
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of further relief in the matter of methods of charge would have 
the close attention of the Board. 


EXTRAORDINARY MEETING. 
An Application to the Board of Trade. 


The GENERAL MANAGER AND SECRETARY then read the notice 
convening an ixtraordinary Meeting. 

The CHarRMAN: Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has been neces- 
sary to call this meeting in compliance with the provisions of 
Section 67 of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, 
in order that your approval can be obtained to an application 
which has already been made to the Board of Trade under Sec- 
tion 1 of the Gas Undertakings Act, 1929, for increased borrow- 
ing powers. The present borrowing powers of the Company are 
one-half of the amount realized by the issue of “‘ capital ”’ stock 
paid up (including premiums thereon). At the present time this 
amounts to £1,787,427, one-half of which is £893,713. The 
amount already borrowed is £769,049, leaving the sum of 
£124,664 at the moment available for issue. Incidentally I 
would mention that prior to the exchange of ordinary stock for 
debenture stock in the year 1932 the amount available was very 
much more, but this operation, which provided no new money, 
substantially reduced the amount remaining to be borrowed. 
The Board therefore decided to make an application to the Board 
of Trade for the increase of the Company’s borrowing powers 
from the one-half, or 50°%, to not exceeding 70% of the ordinary 
capital, &c. The actual authority to raise further loan capital 
is covered by the resolution submitted at the previous meeting, 
and the resolution now submitted to you is to approve the 
application to the Board of Trade which, as I have stated, has 
already been made. I beg to move: 

‘‘That the applicatioi made by the Directors to the 
Board of Trade for an Order under Section 1 of the Gas 
Undertakings Act, 1929, empowering the Company to 
borrow on mortgage of their undertaking or by the creation 
and issue of debenture stock any amount not exceeding 
70% of the aggregate amount of the paid-up share capital 
of the undertaking for the time being and of any premiums 
paid in respect thereof be, and is hereby approved.”’ 

The Deputy-CHAaIRMAN seconded the resolution, which was 
agreed to without discussion. 

This concluded the proceedings. 


Wandsworth and District Gas Company 


Meeting 


allocated an additional contribution to this account—which he 
dealt with in greater detail later. 

Coming to the credit side of the account, he said the receipts 
from the sale of gas had increased by £24,000, while the rentals 
of appliances also showed an increase of £2,700. The balance to 
the Profit and Loss Account, therefore, showed a gratifying in- 
crease of £41,000 over 1933, and the net result of the year’s 
working, after payment of the final dividends to be- recom- 
mended, was an increase in the carry forward of nearly £2,000. 


The Second Century. 


The Company had now entered the second century of its life, 
and the Chairman was pleased to be able to say that it had 
seldom been in a_ better financial position—that the Directors 
had never been more full of confidence for the future. This 
confidence in its prospects would, he hoped, be equally firm in 
the shareholders when he had outlined its operations and the 
progress which had been made during the past year. 

Notwithstanding that the year 1934 was marked by excep- 
tionally mild weather, up to the middle of November the Com- 
pany’s sales of gas had improved to a considerable extent over 
those of any other year. With the arrival of December, how- 
ever—a December in which the temperature reached was on 
the average the highest ever chronicled in official meteorological 
records—the sales of gas were immediately affected, and, as a 
matter of course, immediately reduced. But the sale of gas 
over the whole year showed an increase on the previous year, 
though not so much as had been hoped. In spite of the condi- 
tions in December, the financial side of the Company had been 
entirely satisfactory, and he hoped the shareholders would not 
think that by mentioning December’s climatic state he was in 
any way making apology for a year’s record of which the Direc- 
tors were proud. At the same time, the influence of weather 
conditions upon gas consumption might perhaps be more fully 
realized if he mentioned an extract from a letter received from 
the Secretary of a very large hospital which relied entirely upon 
gas for the heating of its building as well as for its cooking re- 
quirements for 250 in-patients. It had been noticed that during 
the three months ending December, 1934, the gas consumed in 
this hospital was approximately half a million cubic feet less 
than in the corresponding quarter of the previous year—when 
colder weather had prevailed. The Secretary had written: 

“* You may take it as a very solemn fact from me that this 
reduction in consumption is due entirely to the milder con- 
ditions. .. .” 

Turning to the works, the Chairman said the Company was 
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reaping the benefits of the capital expended during the last 
few years. At last year’s meeting he had mentioned that the 
new discharging pier at Wandsworth was nearing completion. 
He was now glad to be able to report that this important ex- 
tension of the Company’s plant was completed and ready for 
operation in July, 1934, and had been im continuous service 
since that date. He was glad, too, to say that the results 
obtained had more than justified the expenditure. The Com- 
pany’s ships were unloaded expeditiously and cheaply, and it 
had been able to discharge its largest collier, the Wandle, 
carrying 2,250 tons, in a little over five hours, as compared 
with fourteen or fifteen hours by the previous method. Thus, 
the cost of coal handling was greatly reduced and considerable 
time was saved. To such an extent had this been made possible 
that the Company had been able to sell one of its colliers—the 
W oodcote—and still continue to carry the same amount of coal 
as was carried previously by four ships. This item alone had 
effected a considerable saving. 

They had also been fortunate in finding a purchaser for the 
two discharging pontoons which had previously been in use for 
discharging the ships, and, therefore, had been able to reduce 
the Capital Account by the amount so received. 


Improved Coke Market. 


Comparison of the figures in the 1934 balance-sheet with those 
of 1933 would at once show the largely increased revenue 
received from coke. This was due (1) to a good market, and 
(2) very materially to the operation of the coke-handling plant, 
which had been mentioned last year as being under construc- 
tion. The coke produced in the retort houses was removed 
solely by machinery and was screened and graded to the varied 
requirements of the many consumers. In this way coke of such 
good quality was produced that the demand by consumers con- 
tinued to increase. 

The benzole extraction plants at Wandsworth, Mitcham, and 
Sutton were completed and in operation. The Company had 
produced some 700,000 gallons of benzole during the year and 
a very satisfactory return had been received. 

The Company had carried out experiments during the last 
eighteen months with a process of steaming in the horizontal 
retort houses. The first works in which these experiments were 
conducted were those at Sutton. So successful were the results 
that operations were extended, and, with modifications, intro- 
duced at Mitcham, and last year to the two horizontal retort 
houses at Wandsworth. The retort houses at Wandsworth had 
been completed only recently, but the results at Sutton and 
Mitcham might be regarded as very satisfactory. The therms 
per ton had been increased at negligible cost, no additional 
labour being required, the sole expense being the small amount 
of steam taken from the boilers, which would, in any event, be 
in use. 

The works and plant had been well maintained and were in 
excellent condition. The chamber ovens had been recon- 
structed. 

As mentioned at last year’s meeting, the Company had entered 
into an agreement for a period of fourteen years with Messrs. 
Crow, Catchpole, & Co., Ltd. This tar distillery and benzole 
refining plant was practically completed, and the revenue earned 
from tar and tar products during next year might be expected 
to be beiter than during the present year. 

Discussing economies effected in regard to the costs of water, 
the Chairman pointed out that in a works of the size of those 
at Wandsworth a large quantity of water was used in manu- 
facturing processes and the provision of steam. The Company 
had two wells; but these were not capable of providing the 
whole of the water required, and until recently a large amount 
was purchased from the Metropolitan Water Board and also 
drawn from the river Thames. Owing to the very dry summer, 
the Thames water was becoming more silted and consequently 
less adaptable to the Company’s use; the Directors had decided, 
therefore, to instal a water filtration plant, and, with the con- 
sent of the Port of London Authority, the Company was drawing 
more water from the Thames, with consequent saving of 
expense. 

Another alteration in connection with the main water supply 
to the works had been made possible by the provision of the 
pier, water being taken now from mid-stream instead of by 
underground mains in the more muddy area near the side of 
the river. 

These improvements, small-sounding in themselves, collec- 
tively made an appreciable contribution to the economies 
effected throughout the manufacturing operations of the Com- 
pany. 


Increased Gas Sales. 


As shown by the Directors’ Report, the sale of gas had in- 
creased by 2°28%; the number of consumers had increased by 
approximately 8,000 (there had been a similar increase in the 
number of consumers in each of the two preceding years, so 
that the increase was about 25,000 in three years), while the 
stoves and apparatus in other form sold during the year totalled 
approximately 26,000—a very large figure. These 26,000 were 
‘* major appliances,’ consisting only of cooking and heating 
stoves and hot water apparatus. The smaller pieces—gas 
pokers, burners, irons, and many similar appliances—were not 
included in this figure of sales, but they, too, had been sold in 
greater quantity than ever before. 

The number of major appliances compared favourably with 
that of last year, and was nearly double the amount of appar- 
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atus sold in 1982. This item did not suggest that the ( 

Industry was on the decline—on the contrary, it proved » 
exact reverse, inasmuch as all this apparatus was actually bu 
chased by the consumers themselves, and, in money, rep, 
sented an expenditure of £200,000. The Chairman re-en, 
phasized that but for the material improvement in the eff, 
ency of gas apparatus during the last years he would not hy 
expected these sales to continue; far less would he haye _ 
pected them to increase, That they did both continue and jy, 
crease was, it seemed to him, convincing evidence that the Gay 
Industry was more than meeting the modern conditions de 
manded to-day. It was also convincing evidence that the Ca 
Industry was selling what was still the most economical forn 
of heat, which was steadily advancing in public favour, in Spite 
of any reports to the contrary. In short, it was the considere) 
opinion of the Board, and of the staff, that gas was being ys 
for a greater variety of purposes than ever before and that any 
fluctuation noticeable in the increase of gas consumption wy 
attributable solely—apart from weather—to a new-born eff. 
ency of the apparatus which, with the expenditure of less gy 
for each specific purpose, gave precisely the same effect for thy 
consumer. 

With a new motor-car to-day one expected to obtain betty 
results than with a car ten years ago; the same comparisy 
could be made with regard to gas apparatus. Not only was th 
Company meeting the requirements of the times, but it wy 
gaining daily the greater goodwill and confidence of its ep, 
sumers—a statement which was supported by the fact thy 
during the year more than half a million people had visited ty 
sixteen showrooms of the Company. The ordinary consume 
was more content to-day than ever before. 

The Industrial Department of the Company had shown goyj 
results, Started recently with one specially qualified engine, 
the Department had increased its personnel to six specialis 
New forms and ideas for the use of gas in factories were cop 
stantly being pointed out to industrial concerns, and the jp 
crease of consumption per year through this department wy 
very considerable. It operated not only to develop the use ¢ 
gas in factories, but was equally attentive to the needs of thoy 
owning factories by indicating how they could economize in th 
use of gas. This might reduce consumption; but it w. 
doubtedly ensured the goodwill of the consumer by showing hin 
that the Company regarded it as a duty to give good and in. 
partial service. 

he use of coke for furnaces and manufacturing purposes wa 
receiving special attention and gratifying results had bea 
achieved in this department, particularly with regard to centr 
heating by coke boilers. There was also a firm demand for cok 
for domestic uses, and quite a large number of cokes fires, whic 
were ignited by gas, were being installed. He had heard tha 
these cokes fires were considered detrimental to the sale of gas, 
as they were so efficient; but he could not share this view, a, 
after considerable inquiry, it would appear, from the reports 
of those actually engaged in dealing with installations in cor. 
sumers’ houses, that coke fires were used in rooms where cot 
tinuous heating was required, such as living rooms, whereas gas 
fires were most economical and could be used to greater advan. 
tage where intermittent heat was required, such as in dinix 
rooms, bedrooms, &c. 

At Manor Fields, Putney, there was a large installation o 
central heating by coke; it consisted of ten boilers, six of whic 
were used for heating the building and four for hot water ser- 
vice, with arrangements to increase the number of hot water 
boilers to six when necessary. Approximately 170 flats wer 
heated by this installation. The Company undertook the whok 
service in connection with the heating in this case; it provided 
the coke, removed the ashes, and maintained the boilers, unde 
contract. This was a line of activity which showed promis 
of development for the future. 


+ 


More Public Lighting. 


It was pleasing to report that not only had the Company 
maintained all the public lighting that it had a year ago, but 


it was in fact increasing it; one large local authority had en — 


trusted the Company, under a ten years’ contract, with a large 
stretch of overhead centrally-suspended lighting where pre 
viously the lamps were of small column type placed at the 
sides of the road. The effect of this change was very marked 
in this road, which carried main road traffic continuously 
throughout the night. 

The Chairman invited the shareholders to inspect, after the 
meeting, a road approximately a quarter of a mile long, running 
through the works, fitted up with lamp columns of varying 
types, evenly spaced, and having varying intensity burners, t0 
enable local authorities to satisfy themselves, by actual demor- 
stration, what could be done with gas lighting. This road had 
been of great advantage to the Company in maintaining 
existing public lighting and obtaining new business. : 

A total of 57 miles of new mains had been laid, mostly 
connection with new housing schemes; 22,500 slot consumers 
had been provided during the year with enamelled cookers 0 
place of the old drab-looking black iron ones. The showrcom 
at Epsom had been remodelled and a modern shopfront pro 
vided. A new showroom had been opened at Worcester Park. 
where very good business was being done; and a special cookery 
demonstration hall had been acquired and fitted adjacent to the 
Company’s showroom at Wandsworth. This hall had _been 
called ‘“‘ Therm House,” and exhibitions of cookery were being 
presented there each week. Numerous demonstrations had beet 
organized throughout the Company’s area; they had been very 
well attended, and now formed a very important branch of dis- 
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ict activities, the Company having a staff of lady demon- 
trators to carry out this work. 











LY py The happy relationship between the Company’s employees 
repre nd the Company had been maintained during the year. 

Te-ene At Dec. 31 last there were 2,080 contributing members to the 
¢ fic. iginal Pension Fund. The total of the Fund at that date 
ot hayes £284,748 lls. 6d., of which £206,499 2s. 4d. was invested 
Ve qm, first-class securities. There were 79 persons receiving pen- 
and in fMons. The Fund had been closed so far as new employees were 
he Gaff oncerned, and a new Fund on advantageous terms had been 
NS deformed in conjunction with one of the leading Life Assurance 
he Ga ompanies for the benefit of the employees unable to join the 
1 fora riginal Fund. 









Pension Fund and Co-Partnership. 




















































































































The Chairman recalled a note inserted by the Directors in 
he balance-sheet last year to the effect that ‘‘a recent 
ctuarial valuation of the Pension Fund has been made and 
jiscloses a substantial deficiency caused in part by the fall in 
terest rates. The matter is receiving the closest considera- 
ion of the Directors.”” As a result of very serious considera- 
ion, and after having received the best possible technical advice 
sn the subject, the Directors had taken such steps as they were 
sured by the Actuaries would ensure the solvency of the 
Pension Fund as its liabilities accrued. 

With regard to the Co-Partnership scheme, there were 1,864 
members, of whom 1,587 were stockholders, holding £142,276 
consolidated Stock of the Company, which represented 10°7% of 
he total amount of this Stock. The average holding of the 
ompany’s employees was £92. wr 

The shareholders would be proud and pleased to join in con- 
ratulating the Assistant Engineer to the Company—Mr. Evan 
ees—on the fact that he was holding the honoured position of 
fayor of Wandsworth, the largest London Borough; and they 
ould readily agree that it was only right and proper that the 
rvices of one of the staff should be partly spared for this pur- 
ose, when it was remembered that the Company was one of the 
argest ratepayers in the Borough, and, therefore, was greatly 
nterested in its economical and efficient management. (The 
‘hairman added that Mr. R. M. Chart, a Director of the Com- 
pany, had been the Charter Mayor of the Borough of Mitcham.) 
The medical welfare service was still of advantage to the 
‘ompany and its employees. The Chairman referred also to the 
ompany’s Sports Club; and, as an example of the men’s keen- 
ness, he mentioned that a new pavilion had been built on the 
‘mpany’s largest sports ground at Merton Road, Wandsworth, 
he whole of the work entailed in this large building having 











ich been done by the Company’s employees in their own time. 





| It was not his practice, he continued, nor did he intend, to 
decry the possible merits and utility of the Company’s com- 
vetitors in the form of coal, oil, electricity, &c., but, in passing, 
e emphasized that there was very little in the way of house- 
hold requirements that gas could not perform as well as the 
‘aiternative means available, and, he was bound to say, in a 
‘more reliable manner, without the likelihood of frequent and 
jnstantaneous failure at inconvenient times. : 
Referring to the practice of some architects, and, indeed, 
jocal authorities responsible for housing schemes, of construct- 
ing living rooms and bedrooms without flues and relying upon 
‘lectricity as a heating medium, he said that flueless rooms 
could not be healthy, as flues provided one of the most efficient 
forms of ventilation it was possible to design; and where 
"heating of any kind was installed in a flueless room it merely 
heated and re-heated the vitiated and stagnant air, with conse- 
‘quent danger to health. It must be apparent to every thinking 
‘person that the small amount saved by the elimination of flues 
could not be justified at the expense of health and hygiene. 

The Directors and shareholders had reason to consider the 
‘year under review as a year of satisfactory achievement, and 
the future as definitely promising. ‘ 

Finally, the Chairman thanked Dr. Howell, the Deputy-Chair- 
‘man, and his colleagues on the Board, as well as Mr. Croft 
(Chief Engineer and General Manager) and every member of 
“the staff of the Company, for the work they had done during 
f the past year. 

He proposed the approval and adoption of the Directors’ 
Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 
1984, as audited and certified. 

_ Dr. T. A. Ives Howett (Deputy-Chairman) seconded. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked for the Chairman’s opinion concerning 
'4 suggestion which had been made in some quarters that, in 
view of the keen competition between gas and electricity, such 
"services might be taken over in the future by a public authority, 
"as had the transport services of London. : 

The CHAIRMAN replied that whether or not the power, heating, 
and lighting services should be taken over by a public authority 
/Was a matter of opinion; although he held a very definite 
‘opinion, he would not express it publicly. But even supposing 
that the Government did take over such services, he could not 
imagine that it would confiscate the Company’s property—and 
“it should be remembered that the Company’s employees owned 
nearly 11% of its ordinary capital. He supposed the transport 
"services had been taken over on very fair terms, and he could 
"tot imagine anything very terrible happening to the Wands- 
worth Company. 

e Report and Accounts were adopted. 


7 Dividends. 
_ The Cuarrman proposed that the final dividends for the year 
1984 be declared at £2 10s.% on the 5% preference stock and 


' £3 10s.°, on the consolidated stock, making in all 5% and 7% 
 'espectively for the year, all less income-tax. 
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The resolution was seconded by Mr. R. M. 


and 
carried, 


CHART, 


Re-Election of Directors. 


The CuairMaNn proposed the re-election as Directors of Mr. 
B. R. Green and Mr. J. Bertram Brown, who retired by rota- 
tion. He recalled that Mr. Green had joined the Company when 
it had amalgamated with the Mitcham Undertaking in 1912; 
and Mr. Brown, who had been a Director of the Kingston 
Undertaking, had been a Director of the Wandsworth Company 
since the amalgamation with Kingston. Both gentlemen were 
rendering very valuable service to the Company. 

Mr. G. F. Pace, seconding, assured the meeting that both 
Mr. Green and Mr. Brown were good, sound workers. 

The resolution was carried. 


Re-Election of Auditor. 


The CHarrRMAN announced with regret, that Mr. E. L. Burton, 
F.S.A.A., who had been one of the Company’s Auditors for 24 
or 25 years, had written to intimate his intention of retiring, 
as from the end of 1934. That decision made one feel rather 
sad. The Board would use its discretion in the appointment of 
a successor, and in due course the shareholders would be asked 
to confirm its action. 

On the motion of Mr. A. Harrison, seconded by Alderman 
J. PLUMRIDGE, the meeting re-elected Mr. B. Hennell, F.C.A., 
an Auditor, at the same remuneration as previously. 

Mr. HENNELL, returning thanks to the stareholders for the 
renewal of their confidence in him, took the opportunity to say 
that his relations with his fellow Auditor, Mr. Burton, had been 
very happy, and he was very sorry that, for reasons of health, 
Mr. Burton had found it necessary to retire. 

The CuarRMAN said that he had recently seen Mr. Burton, 
who was a great personal friend; Mr. Burton had said that he 
could not pick and choose, but would give up all his Auditor- 
ships, for he was getting old. 

On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, the meeting passed a resolu- 
tion expressing appreciation of Mr. Burton’s services to the 
ogame and directing that that expression be forwarded to 

im. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. G. CiirroN SHERRARD proposed a very cordial vote of 
thanks to the Chairman and his co-Directors for the very great 
care and attention they devoted to the interests of the Com- 
pany to which the shareholders were so proud to belong. He 
personally knew the Mitcham and Kingston Directors perhaps 
better than the Wandsworth Directors, whereas other share- 
holders knew the Wandsworth Directors better; but the Direc- 
tors and the shareholders of the Mitcham and Kingston 
Companies were equally proud of the Wandsworth Directors. 
Wandsworth was the senior partner; the shareholders were in- 
debted to the Chairman for the great care he devoted to their 
interests and for his eloquent and inspiring address. 

Mr. JoHN YOUNG, who seconded, extended the vote of thanks 
to embrace the staff and employees. He knew that all of them, 
from the Chairman down to the office boy, worked as a happy 
family, and the shareholders were only too glad to be able to 
express their thanks to all concerned in the Company’s busi- 
ness. One hoped that a very long time would elapse before all 
the various utility services were taken over by the Government; 
to do that would be to take the life out of the Industry. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. - 

The CHAIRMAN, responding, assured the shareholders that all 
who were serving the Company were pulling their weight. 

Commenting on Mr. Sherrard’s reference to Wandsworth 
being the senior partner, the Chairman recalled that years ago 
his father had referred to the Mitcham Undertaking as the 
bride. At present, however, Wandsworth was selling six units 
of gas, and Wimbledon (which was the Mitcham Company) was 
selling nine; so that the bride had outgrown the bridegroom 
quite considerably. oss 

This terminated the business of the Ordinary General Meeting. 


EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING. 


An Extraordinary General Meeting followed, to enable the 
shareholders to sanction the creation and issue of additional 
share capital authorized by the Wandsworth and District Gas 
Order, 1934; and to sanction the borrowing on mortgage, or 
by the creation and issue of additional Debenture Stock, under 
the powers of that Order, sums not exceeding 60% of the amount 
of capital raised at the time of borrowing. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. H. Cromarty, F.C.I.S.) read the 
notice convening the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that Parliament had given the Com- 
pany power to raise further money. The Board could not raise 
the money, however, without the sanction of the shareholders, 
and they were now asked to give that sanction to raise it as 
and when necessary. 

The necessary resolution was then proposed by the CHAIRMAN, 
and seconded by Dr. T. A. Ives Howett (Deputy-Chairman). 

A SHAREHOLDER asked whether there bests. be preferential 
allotment to existing shareholders when further capital was 
issued. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that, by law, the money must be raised 
in the market and there could be no preferential treatment. 
Under the Acts of Parliament the Directors had power to issue 
Debenture Stock as they liked, within the limitations stated; 





but Preference or Ordinary Stock, whether raised by tender or 
otherwise, must be raised on the market, without preference to 
anybody. 

Replying to a question as to whether Debenture Stock could 
be turned into Ordinary Stock, as another Company had done, 
he said that Wandsworth Company had no authority to do that. 
Parliament merely gave the Company power to raise a certain 
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amount of Ordinary and Preference Capital, and to borroy in 
addition a sum not exceeding a stated proportion of the Capita} 
raised. The Company mentioned was a limited liability con. 
pany, acting under by-laws or memorandum or articles of 
association, whereas the Gas Company was controlled by Act ¢ 
Parliament. 

The resolution was carried, and the meeting then closed, 


Tottenham and District Gas Company 


Annual 


The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors of 
the Tottenham and District Gas Company was held on Feb. 19, 
1935, at the Chief Office of the Company, Woodall House, 658, 
Lordship Lane, Wood Green, N. 22—Mr. Henry Woopat., 
M.Inst.C.E. (Chairman and Managing Director), presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. Edward J. K. Fussell) read the notice 
convening the meeting, after which the common seal was affixed 
to the register of proprietors. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHarRMAN said: I presume that you will, as usual, take 
the Report and Accounts as read. [Agreed.] 

It is again a pleasure to my colleagues and myself to meet 
you and be able to submit what I am sure you will regard as 
a satisfactory Report. Last year will long be remembered as a 
disappointing one to the Gas Industry. Up to December things 
went well, but December was a disastrous month; the average 
temperature was the highest recorded since records have been 
kept, and in consequence our usual large gas fire load was lost 
to us. At Tottenham, in spite of this, we are fortunate in being 
able to record an increase in sales of 128 million c.ft. of 
gas, or 3°35°4. This when all things are considered, including 
the competition we have to meet, will, I think, cause you 
satisfaction. 

We have had a record year with regard to output of water 
heaters and gas cookers. The expenditure on cookers has been 
heavy; it is realized that our consumers now demand not only 
an efficient cooker but also an attractive one, and the old black 
cooker is being rapidly replaced by the enamelled cooker; it 
ones tee and money to do this, but it must be done, and done 
quickly. 

Turning to the accounts you will see that we have raised no 
Capital during the year, but on the contrary have repaid Re- 
deemable Debentures to the extent of £8,100. We have ex- 
pended on Capital £56,033, but we have increased our sales, and 
our capital per million cubic feet sold remains the same as last 
year. This figure of capital per million is one that is very 
carefully watched and its importance is never lost sight of. To 
show that the £56,000 has been well expended, I would point 
out again that we have increased our output by 128 million c.ft., 
and obtained 4,465 additional consumers. The total number of 
consumers is now 133,658. 

The Revenue Account is satisfactory, and one item specially 
so, namely, the cost of manufacture of gas, £524,763. This figure 
is lower than last year by nearly £1,000, though we have made 
an additional 128 million c.ft. of gas. Last year I mentioned 
our new Retort Plant, and said we were determined to make it 
successful. The working of the plant has exceeded our estimate 
and our expectations, and has resulted in very considerable 
economies as shown by the figures I have given you. The cost 
of distribution of gas, which amounts to £244,515, is up this 
year by nearly £28,000, which is due largely to our policy with 
regard to cookers, to which I have already referred. The figures 
on the other side of the account are good. The increase in the 
sale of gas naturally brings us a larger revenue. The small de 
crease in the rental of stoves is due to the fact that purchase 
and hire-purchase of these articles has considerably increased. 
There is a small debit on the sulphate of ammonia, though less 
than last year, and we expect it to disappear this year. You 
will notice we have added over £6,000 to the Reserve Fund, 
and over £4,000 to the Special Purposes Fund. After doing 
this and paying our maximum dividends, we are able to slightly 
increase our carry forward, which now stands at the substan- 
tial figure of £52,849. The balance to the credit of Capital Ac- 
count is £195,163, and the General Investments Account stands 
at £196,000; so it will be seen the credit balance on Capital 
Account is fully invested outside the Company. 


A Sound Investment. 


Last year I informed you that we had acquired with some 
of the money received from the sale of our electricity undertak- 
ing the Hitchin and Stevenage Gas Undertakings. This invest- 
ment, as we anticipated, is turning out to be a sound one. Dur- 
ing the year under review, we have been able to connect up those 
two undertakings, and cease manufacture at Stevenage, to the 
advantage of both. We have now extended our activities and 
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have acquired a controlling interest in the Biggleswade ani 
Shefford Gas Companies, and very shortly all the gas require 
in the area will be supplied from Hitchin to the advantage ¢ 
all concerned. To have found this investment is a matter ¢ 
considerable gratification to your Directors. 

I have dealt with the accounts and shown you that our finap. 
cial position is sound. There is one other matter of account t 
which I draw your attention, namely, the Co-partners Pensiq 
Fund. This is a most useful fund and is well invested. The tots! 
of our investments outside the Company in the fund is £250,999, 
and the market value £300,933. Last year the amount receive 
from interest on investments was £13,840, the amount of contr. 
butions from the staff and men amounted to £7,807, and fron 
the Company £13,298. Periodically we have an actuarial valy. 
ation and are satisfied as to the soundness and solvency of the 
fund. The Company’s contribution is large, but in time thi 
will become less. The feeling of security the fund gives to ow 
Co-partners is great and is certainly reflected in their attitu 
towards the welfare of the Company. Your Directors ani 
Officials are not only glad to know the feeling of security it gives, 
but they particularly welcome it in these dzys when mechanical 
improvements reduce the labour required. It is rarely neces 
sary to discharge old servants, as year by year a number ¢ 
men are pensioned, and they are not necessarily replaced. It 
is pleasant to think we have now 78 pensioners happy in having 
a reasonable provision for old age. 

We are still successful in maintaining our public lighting. 0h 
Jan. 31 last year we had 9,391 public lamps; on Jan. 3, 
1935, we had 9,673, an increase of 282. This is very satisfactory, 
in view of the competition from electricity. We are losing som 
of our public lighting, but, as I have stated, last year we ob- 
tained more than we lost. As you know we have competition 
from the Mercury Vapour Discharge Lamp. The high candk 
power and comparatively low cost of this lamp appeals to the 
Local Councils in spite of the grave disadvantage of the colow. 
So far we have had no lamp to compete with this, but we now 
have a lamp, which, while equally good from the illuminatin: 
point of view, has the advantage of a satisfactory colour. We 
have every hope that this lamp will commend itself to the 
Local Authorities. 


Faith in the Future. 


_ I take this opportunity of giving a few reasons for our succes 
in the past and for our faith in the future. Perhaps first | 
should say we have most able and efficient Officers and capable 
and willing workpeople, for which we have to a large extent to 
thank those who inaugurated Co-partnership and Pension Funis 
in connection with our Company. 

_Next we have a splendid district of supply. In this connec- 
tion I would call your attention to the growth of business it 
our added areas of Waltham, Hertford, Hoddesdon, and Ware. 
I told you that our total increase for the year was 3°35%. In 
Waltham area the increase was 3°69%; in Hertford 452%; i 
Hoddesdon 14°17%; and in Ware 7°09°,—showing that with our 
larger resources we are able to improve results in added ares 
Another great advance has been in the sale of gas for Indus 
trial Purposes. In 1983 we had an increase in our Industrial 
Load of 18%, while last year the increase was 27%. Durin 
the year a total of 679 industrial appliances have been installed 
for all sorts of purposes, which reflects great credit on the 
Industrial Section. 

Coke fires are becoming daily more popular; in 1933 we fixed 
2,000 coke fires, and in 1934, 3,523. Coke fires ignited by #8 
are, as I know from personal experience, attractive al 
economical, and one is glad to be using smokeless fuel. Gre! 
care is taken to grade and screen the coke for use in these fire 
which I can strongly recommend. 

We pride ourselves on our service to consumers, and st 
enlarging and improving our Showrooms, of which we have! 
large number throughout the district. During last year neat 
half a million consumers called at the Showrooms for one pl 
pose or another. We carefully consider the amenities of tht 
district when we erect Showrooms, and I should like to quot 
you a letter, entirely unsolicited, which we received recent! 
shortly after our new Showroom had been opened by the Maye! 
of Hertford in December last. It is as follows: 


“I feel impelled to write and congratulate your Compal! 
and its Architect on the charming shop front of your Het’ 
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ford Showroom. It is quite flawless in design, harmonises 
perfectly with the old house it occupies, and is in every 
way an added beauty to the town. No doubt you have 
had many compliments more valuable than mine, but the 
shop gave me such pleasure on a recent visit to Hertford 
that I cannot help writing to thank you for your care for 
the amenities of the town. I trust that the business done 
at the branch will show that beauty is no bar to success, but 
can be a great asset to trade.” 


The gentleman writing this letter is quite unknown to any 
of us, and we are naturally very pleased to receive it. 

My last point is the popularity, of gas with those who have 
touse it. In our district there are hardly any houses in which 
was is not used for some purpose. We are not so unwise as 
to assert that gas is best for all purposes, but you will be in- 
terested to know our experience last year. There were 4,199 
new buildings sold or let in our district, and to these 4,276 
cookers were supplied, 1,354 fires, 9 circulators, 589 geysers, 
3976 coppers, and 1,146 coke boilers; these figures speak for 
themselves. To supply 11,250 appliances in 4,199 new houses, 
in addition to a number of lighting points, shows the activity 
and enterprise of our sales men and women. 


A Preference for Gas. 


One other case I should like to teH you of. The case in 
point is of a new Corporation Housing Estate in a district sup- 
plied with gas by a Company of which I am Chairman. The 
(Corporation is an enlightened one and agreed that my Company 
should be allowed to pipe the houses, and they themselves wired 
them for electricity. The tenants were then given a free choice 
of what they should use, gas or electricity. Up to date 107 
houses have been occupied— 


The number using gas for all purposes is 78 (45 of those, 
however, have electric light in some of their rooms). 

The number using electricity for all purposes is 20. 

The number declining to use either gas or electricity is 9. 


When you realize that the bulk of our gas is sold to small con- 
sumers you will understand how very refreshing it is to feel 
that intelligent people with small means, where given freedom 
of choice, by a large majority choose gas to do their lighting, 
coking, and heating. With the knowledge of the facts I have 
given you, you will not be surprised that those of us engaged 
in the Gas Industry are by no means downhearted. 

We have the best of heating agents, and if, as the Industry 
generally is doing, we make the best of our many opportunities, 
we shall continue to succeed. Tottenham, as I said before, is 
a wonderful district; there is growth in every direction, both 
domestic and industrial, and in the hands of our energetic and 
progressive officials, I have every confidence in the future of 
the Company. 

I now have pleasure in moving: 

That the Report of the Directors and Statement of 
Accounts for the year to Dec. 31, 1934, be received and 
adopted and that the Report be entered on the Minutes of 
the Proceedings of this day. 


The Depury-CHarrMAN (Mr. Henry Bailey) having seconded 
this resolution, the CHAIRMAN asked if the proprietors had any 
points to discuss arising out of the motion. 

A SHAREHOLDER observed that the Company had borrowed a 
sum of £70,000 from their bankers during the year, and inquired 


_what had been done with this money. 


The CHarRMAN explained that this loan had been applied to 
the ordinary business of the Company, adding that it was often 
advisable to negotiate a temporary loan from one’s bankers— 


'who were very obliging in this respect—by reason of the fact 


that money was at present very cheap, so that it was better to 
borrow from the bank than issue further capital. 

ANOTHER SHAREHOLDER said that he had observed that three 
electric lamp standards had been erected in a_ gas-lighted 
thoroughfare, which, as a result of their greater height, some- 
what dwarfed the gas lighting. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the electric lamps in question were 


‘sample lamps being put up for the local Council to see, and 


that their Company were to have an opportunity later to show 


| what they could do with gas. 


Alderman F. W. CuurcH remarked that they were all very - 


grateful for the explanation given by the Chairman. He 


| thought they could ‘‘ shake hands with themselves ”’ on being 


shareholders in the Tottenham and District Gas Company. 
hey went on from strength to strength. In spite of the mild 
winter, they had recorded an increased output of over 3%, and 


| they owed a great debt of gratitude to the Chairman and Direc- 
_ tors for the way in which they had managed the business of 


' the Company. 


The CHarRMAN then put the resolution for the adoption of the 


» Report and Accounts to the meeting, and it was carried unani- 








mously, 


Dividends. 


The CHarkMAN thereafter proposed : 


That a dividend at the rate of 54% and 5% per annum 
respectively on the Preference Stocks, and £6 15s.% per 
annum on the Ordinary Stock, all less Income-Tax, be 
declared for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1984, payable on 
Feb. 27 next, and that the Dividend Warrants be sent to 
the Proprietors by post. 
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The Deputy-CHarrMaN seconded this proposition, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 


Re-election of Directors and Auditor. 


The CHAIRMAN said that it was a very pleasant duty to pro- 
pose that Mr. Thomas Goulden—one of the retiring Directors— 
be re-elected a Director of the Company. There were many 
faces present that day, he said, that he had seen there before, 
and those who had been there before would all remember Mr. 
Goulden, and they would all wish to see him for many years 
to come. He had had as great experience as any Gas Engineer 
in the Kingdom, and they were glad to have the benefit of his 
help and advice. 

The Depury-CHAIRMAN seconded this resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. oMAS GOULDEN, in acknowledging his re-election, ex- 
pressed his thanks for this renewal of their confidence in him, 
and said he would do his best to deserve it. He offered his 
thanks to the Chairman for the very kind way he had proposed 
his re-election. 

The CHAIRMAN then moved the re-election of Mr. Edward 
Corbet Woodall as a Director of the Company, remarking that 
he had a great advantage over the rest of them—namely, youth 
and energy, both of which he devoted to their service. He was 
a very useful and active Director. 

The Derputy-CHarRMAN seconded the proposition, which was 
also carried unanimously, and Mr. E. C. Woopat. briefly 
acknowledged his re-election. ' 

On the proposition of Mr. S. L. SANDELL, seconded by Mr. 
BeaLe, the retiring Auditor, Mr. John Eve, F.C.I.S., F.L.A.A., 
was unanimously re-appointed, and Mr. Eve duly ‘returned 
thanks. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Major E. T. GakLANbD, in moving a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, Directors, Auditors, Officers, staffs, and workmen for 
their services to the Company during the past year, said that 
they were deeply indebted to all these members of the Totten- 
ham and District Gas Company. It was a great privilege to be 
able to stand there again and say what he had said two years 
ago. The proprietors had a deep feeling of gratitude to all of 
them for the way they managed their affairs; and they must 
all be delighted to be there on that occasion to accept this 
statement and know that the affairs of the Gas Company were 
improving rather than the reverse. It was nice to know that 
they were receiving £6 15s.% at a time when the bank rate was 
giving about 4% 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Alderman CHuRCH, who 
cordially endorsed all that Major Garland had said; and the 
resolution was carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the vote on behalf of him- 
self and his colleagues, said that this was a very pleasant Com- 
pany to be connected with. They had very efficient staff and 
devoted workmen. In addition, they had a staff with some 
imagination, for when they lost their electrical undertaking 
they looked about and found methods of extending their busi- 
ness in other directions. It was, as Major Garland had said, 
very difficult to find investments which gave anything like a 
reasonable yield, but in their associated companies they had an 
investment which was going to bring in a very fair return. And 
it was because they had enterprising people connected with the 
Company that this was possible. Their works were a model of 
their kind, and their Chief Engineer, Mr. H. C. Smith, received 
many compliments from other Engineers who saw them; and 
they would do their very best to keep these works and their 
district in thoroughly good order—and go on paying dividends. 

In conclusion, he proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to 
their Officers and workpeople. Results such as they showed 
could only be obtained when they all worked together in har- 
mony and all did their best to pull their weight. 


This vote of thanks was heartily accorded. 


Mr. H. C. Smirn acknowledged the vote on behalf of the 
engineering staff and workpeople. It was pleasing, he said, to 
have this vote of thanks at the end of a year’s work, and they 
hoped at the end of the current year to merit a similar vote. 
They had every confidence in their future. It was not often 
that the Officers had the opportunity of publicly thanking the 
Directors for the way in which they guided them; their refa- 
tions with the Board were most happy. In these days one 
could not rest on one’s oars and say that the things they did 
five years ago were good enough for the future. They had to 
be prepared for competition and changes of policy almost every 
week. In conclusion, Mr. Smith thanked the Directors for the 
kindly consideration they gave to any suggestions that were 
put before them, whether in regard to manufacture or distri- 
bution. 

Mr. E. J. K. Fussewt associated himself with Mr. Smith’s 
remarks in regard to the help and sympathy they received 
from the Board of Directors. Without such assistance, he said, 
it would be quite impossible to carry on. But they relied upon 
their workpeople for help in their daily task, and the latter 
were satisfied in knowing that the work they did was rewarded 
by the co-partnership bonus; and then at the end of their 
working days they had their pensions to look forward to, which 
was much appreciated. As regards their Undertaking, the 
shareholders must be very proud of it and its associated com- 
panies; the future was hopeful and pointed to success. 


The meeting then terminated. 
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Croydon Gas Company 


Annual General Meeting 


The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Croydon Gas 
Company was held at the Company's offices, Katharine Street, 
Croydon, on Friday, Feb. 22, 1985. Mr. Henry Woopa., J.P., 
M.Inst.C.E. (Deputy-Chairman), presided, in the absence, due to 
illness, of Mr. Wm. Cash, J.P., F.C.A. (Chairman). 

The Secretary (Mr. Frank F. Wood, F.C.I.S.) read the notice 
convening the meeting. 

The minutes of the preceding Annual General Meeting were 
read, confirmed and signed; and the Deputy-Chairman signed the 
Register of Proprietors, to which the Seal had been affixed. 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The Derury-CuairMaN said: Ladies and Gentlemen, I am sure 
vou will agree with me in saying how very sorry we are that Mr. 
Cash is not able to be with us to-day. He is not very well; I 
know that he would not stay away if he could possibly help it, 
but his doctor insists that he must not go out. Mr. Cash has 
asked me to tell you how very disappointed he is in not being 
with us on this occasion, when we have so much pleasure in 
meeting you here to submit what I am sure you will all consider 
to be a very satisfactory report. 

The first resolution I have to move is as follows: ‘ 

** That the Report of the Directors and the Statement of 
Accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934 (a copy of which 
has been sent to each Proprietor), showing a balance of 
£95,105 4s. 2d. available for dividends, be and the same are 
hereby received and adopted, with the exception of the para- 
graphs relating to declaration of dividends and the election 
of Directors and an Auditor, which are to be considered 
separately.” 

The Report and Accounts were taken as read. 

Mr. Cash has sent to me the speech which he had prepared for 
to-day’s meeting and has asked me to read it to you. It is as 
follows : 


‘Turning first to the Capital Account, the expenditure on 
new buildings and works is for the most part made up of a 
sum applied in purchasing the Head Lease of the William Cash 
Workshops and on the completion of the stores, canteen, and 
laboratory at Waddon. This accounts for more than £20,000 out 
of the £23,319 in the statement. The rest of the expenditure on 
new mains and meters is incurred to meet the continuing ex- 
pansion of the Company’s business, and the net expenditure for 
the year after deducting depreciation and works displaced 
amounts to £32,000. 

““It has been our practice here in past years to give you a 
number of statistics as to the work which the Company is doing. 
This year I have had prepared some slips, which you have in 
your hands, and which will be circulated to all the proprietors, 
giving you a number of statistics. Out of these I will select only 
one or two for quotation. 

‘We have added 4,827 new consumers, the total now being 
94,415, and we have laid 33 miles of new mains, making the total 
now 541 miles, and I think we may regard these figures with 
satisfaction because they go to prove that in new houses and 
in the new districts now developing within our area people 
still require gas and that no house is complete without it. 

_“* The other satisfactory feature which I would like to empha- 
size is that throughout our district we have an ample supply of 
gas at an adequate pressure at all times. 

“Turning to the other side of the Capital Account, you will 
see that during the year we have not raised any additional 
capital. 


Increased Gas Sales. 


‘** T now turn to the Revenue Account, which I do not propose 
to go through in detail. The comparative figures for 1933 are 
set out and they mostly speak for themselves. We have to record 
a smali increase in the sale of gas. To the end of November we 
showed an increase in gas sent out of 24%, but in December 
we experienced a very mild month, compared with December, 
1933, which was a very cold month, and this brought about a 
heavy drop in the output. A similar experience was felt through- 
out the country, and in Croydon we are particularly susceptible 
to weather conditions because we carry a very heavy heating 
load. The smallness of the increase is also partly due to the 
fact that we now have to supply a very large number of com- 
paratively small houses, and also because the apparatus which 
we are supplying is designed to use less gas. In other words, it 
is so because it is economical and efficient. Furthermore, it is 
undoubtedly true that the habits of our consumers are changing 
and particularly in the summer time there is a tendency to do 
less cooking at home and to rely on ready-cooked food. 

‘There is one other source of gas sales to which I would 
refer and that is gas sold for public lighting. The gas industry 
venerally, and this Company in particular, can efficiently light 
the streets both as regards the intensity of light and effusion of 
light. On these two points a great deal of discussion has taken 
place all over the country. The Company is always prepared to 
submit schemes of lighting to meet the particular requirements 
of any area of supply. As regards the cost, bere again this 
must depend upon the particular requirements of each area, the 
character of the road, and so forth. 


* The relative cost of gas and any other illuminant must ¢. 
pend on the way in which the scheme is worked out. They 
matters are highly technical and it is very important that com, 
petitive costs should be made on a comparable basis. 

“*T am somewhat afraid that there is a tendency to turn oy, 
from gas to electricity merely because there is a feeling tha 
electricity is more up-to-date and gas is old-fashioned. In yiey 
of the improvements in modern gas lamps available for streg 
lighting, it therefore seems to me most unfortunate if all thy 
road disturbances and the alterations necessary on the change 
over are incurred without some really adequate reason for th 
change. 

** Again, when a gas company such as ours has laid maix 
and provided all the facilities for public lighting at considera 
expense, especially where the company Is a local undertaking 
employing local labour and local capital, and paying local rates 
it does seem to me that it ought not to be dispossessed if it has 
done its duty in the past, merely to satisfy some temporay 
fashion. wen 

‘It is manifestly unfair to compare public lighting which 
in the past, may have been inadequate, through no fault of tl 
Company, with a newly designed scheme at a much enhance 
cost furnisaed by another illuminant. 

‘Turning to the expenditure side, there is some increase fy 
coal and oil, &c., due in part to the tax on oil and in part t) 
the production of benzole, but cost of manufacture shows a smal 
decrease. Residuals, including benzole, have done well. 


Rating Assessment. 


** As referred to in the Directors’ Report, there has been , 
very substantial increase in the charge for rates, due to the 
quinquennial revaluation of the Company’s undertaking. Th 
Directors have been professionally advised in this matter ani 
are not proceeding to appeal. The whole system of assessmeni 
of public utility undertakings is very unsatisfactory and ha 
been considered by the conjoint conferences, where gas, water, 
and electricity are all represented. Under the existing lav, 
appeals lie to a variety of tribunals, both Assessment Commit. 
tees and Quarter Sessions, and a decision before one body doe 
not bind the other. Representations will shortly be made to th 
appropriate body in the hope that something may be done ti 
simplify the present procedure. ix 

‘* Turning now to more general steps to meet the competition 
with which we are faced every day, I am happy to be able to 
tell you that we have a well organized undertaking, and at the 
same time to pay a tribute to the General Manager and all his 
staff. 

‘* From the slips you will see how successful we have been in 
the sale of cookers and fires, including a large number sold o! 
hire-purchase. We have a regular advertising campaign with: 
number of showrooms all over the district and three more site 
available when the time comes to build upon them. Our sale 
of apparatus last year came to £89,923—a record figure. We give 
demonstrations in cooking; undertake the maintenance 0 
burners; equip our showrooms with new and improved types « 
apparatus; and, above all, ensure quick attention to the wants 
of our consumers. I have seen a number of cases bearing testi 
mony to the satisfaction of our consumers with what we do for 
them. But it is important to remember that this is no nev 
policy on the part of this Company, and, therefore, while the 
Industry is being urged in certain directions to wake up ani 
take steps to increase the sale of gas, this Company in a sens 
has already done so much in this direction that we cannot expet! 
to derive from this policy a continued and ever-increasing per 
centage increase on what we have already accomplished. As a! 
example of what I.mean, I may tell you that in our new Oxted 
area the sale of gas last year showed an increase of 8j%. 

‘** The final figure on the Revenue Account is the profit, which 
you will be pleased to see is some £4,000 more than a year ago. 
In the Net Revenue Account you will observe that we have re: 
peated the allocations of 1983 of £10,000 to the Pension Fund ani 
£1,009 to the Reserve Fund, and increased the allocation to the 
Renewal Fund from £5,000 to £7,500. Our carry-forward, after 
payment of the dividends, will be £48,101, or £1,564 more thar 
we brought into account. 

‘‘T should like you to know that the investments of the Re 
serve, Insurance, and Pension Funds stand at a figure in the 
Balance Sheet which is below the market value on Dec. 31 by 
£102,700, of which £76,700 belongs to the Pension Fund. 

“On the asset side of the Balance Sheet there is a nev 
item—* Trade Investments.’ For many years past we have dis 
posed of our tar to distillers on a co-operative basis and ® 
opportunity was afforded last year, not only to this Compai! 
but to other gas companies, to join with a firm of distillers, a0 
a new Company has been formed in which the gas companit 
interested were entitled to participate in the issue of capital \ 
the extent of the quantity of tar that they put into the scheme 
The gas companies now have the controlling interest in this Com 
pany, the distillers, still retaining nearly one half of the capitsl 
acting as Managers. 


Methods of Charge. 


“‘ Last year the Industry obtained from Parliament anothet 
Act by which we are now able to make changes in our method 
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{charging for gas if desirable. We are investigating the whole 
“yestioD and giving very careful consideration to the various 
methods that are available under certain conditions, such as 
the two-part tariff and the block charge. I can assure you 
that any changes that may be made shall be such that will 
penefit both the consumer and the Company, but even now the 
Industry has not attained the full freedom of action for which 
many of us had hoped when the 1934 Act was under considera- 











aT Looking ahead at the coming year, I am still confident that 
we shall continue to prosper. It is becoming more apparent 
every day that gas can be used for so many different purposes 
that our field for expansion is still very great. For certain pur- 

ses lighting by gas is superior to that of any other illuminant. 
(ooking by gas 1s recognized as the most satisfactory means 
available either to the householder, hotel-keeper, or restaura- 
tur. As a heating agent by gas fires, or for central heating or 
for the provision of hot water, we have nothing to fear, and 
in such modern methods as the use of gas for refrigeration or for 
illuminated signs there are fresh fields which we can explore. 
jl these are continually before us. We are well served by the 
hole of our employees; we have a modern works in the hands 
of a most capable Engineer, and the whole of our undertaking 
is in first-class order.” : 

That, ladies and gentlemen (continued the Deputy-Chairman), 
is our Chairman’s speech. Usually he asks me to say a few 
words about the works. In speaking about the works I am 
reminded that the death occurred on Jan. 9 last of our late 
Engineer, Mr. Caddick, who served the Company well and faith- 
fully for 28 years. We are all sorry that he should have en- 
joyed his retirement for so short a time, and we shall miss his 
presence among us. — ’ ’ 

This morning I visited the works with our Engineer, Mr. 
Grogono, and was as usual greatly impressed with the appear- 
ance and efficiency in all departments. It is interesting to note 
that our Engineer has, in every year during the seven years he 
has been with us, shown a decrease in the cost of manufacture 
of gas, a result with which we are very satisfied, and of which 












‘Me he has reason to be proud. I should like the Proprietors at 


some time to see the works and be able to appreciate their pro- 
perty and the way in which it is maintained. 

Mr. CHaRLES Hussey, J.P., seconding the resolution for the 
adoption of the Report and Accounts, reinforced the expression 
of regret that Mr. Cash was unable to be present, and the hope 
that he would soon be restored to health and able to resume 
his usual activities. 

He felt sure that every proprietor must have derived great 
satisfaction and pleasure from the Directors’ Report and the 
Accounts, for there could be no question that they must be 
considered very satisfactory. Considering the very mild winter, 
the accounts were even better than perhaps the Directors them- 
selves had expected. 

There was no response to the Deputy-Chairman’s invitation 
to the meeting to discuss the Report and Accounts, and the 
resolution for their adoption was carried unanimously. 


Dividends. 


The CHAIRMAN then moved: 
“ That dividends at the following rates per annum for the 
half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934—viz. : 
73% on £120,000 Redeemable Preference Stock, 


13 /o 


5% on £559,590 Maximum Dividend Stock, and 

7% on £807,560 Sliding Scale Stock, 
making with the interim dividends declared by the Directors 
the 


and paid Sept. 1, 1934, dividends for the vear at 





Gas Undertakings’ Results for 1934 
Blyth, 


The annual report and statement of accounts of the Directors 
of the Blyth Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, 
~~ that the revenue amounts to £42,572 and the expenditure 
Th £33,328, leaving a profit on the year’s working of £9,244. 
- e Directors recommend that a dividend of 4%, less income- 
ae on the ordinary stock be paid, making, with the interim 
vidend paid in August last, £8% for the year 1934, and that 
ithe balance of £10,989 be carried forward to the next account. 
h e Directors record with deep regret the loss the Company 
"as sustained by the death of Mr. George Cocks, who rendered 
ee service during the period he was a member of the 
§ Hoard. The vacancy has been filled by the appointment of 
Mr. Albert J. Turnbull. 


Cambridge. 
bite Directors of the Cambridge University and Town Gas- 
/“ght Company, in their annual report, record with regret the 
Palen loss sustained by the Company in August last by the 
pleath of Mr. J. W. Auchterlonie, the late Engineer and Mana- 
»*et, who had held the office during the past 32 years. To fill 
a She vacancy thus caused the Directors have appointed Mr. H. 
Dine ae formerly Engineer and Manager of the Gas Depart- 
hy ri of the County Borough of Rochdale. An interim dividend 
>i" the usual rates, less income-tax, was paid in August for the 
“"tl-year to June 30 last, and the Directors recommend the 








525 


respective rates of 749, 59, and 7, be now declared and 
payable on March 1, 1935.” 


He commented that the profits earned were well able to pay 
those dividends. j 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Haroitp WILLIAMS, O.B.E., 
F.S.I., and was carried. 


Re-Election of Directors and Auditor. 


The meeting re-elected Mr. Henry Woodall, J.P., M.Inst.C.E., 
and Mr. William Cash, Jr., M.A., F.C.A., Directors of the Com- 
pany; and Lieut.-Col. W. C. Smith, D.S.0O., M.A., F.C.A., an 
Auditor. 


Votes of Thanks. 


The CHAIRMAN proposed a very cordial vote of thanks to the 
Company’s officers, staff, and workmen. The results for 1934, 
he said, indicated that the Company had a most efficient staff, 
and the staff would say that they had most efficient workmen. 
The speech prepared by Mr. Cash had shown that the Pension 
Fund was a very sound one; both that and the Co-partnership 
Fund were very carefully watched by the Directors and were 
perfectly sound. It was very pleasing indeed to know that on 
the retirement of those who had worked so well for the Com- 
pany some provision was made, and often very adequate pro- 
vision, for their old age. Of course, the Company owed its 
prosperity to the manner in which everybody concerned worked 
together. The chief officials appreciated that the people con- 
nected with the Company pulled their weight, and that they 
constituted a very fine team. 

Mr. Cuartes Hussey, J.P., seconding, said he did not think 
any Company in England, or in the world, could be better served 
by its officers and workmen than was the Croydon Gas Company. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Witu1am J. SANDEMAN, M.Inst.Gas E. (General Manager), 
was glad of the opportunity to respond, because it enabled him 
to pay his tribute to the employees, who had done their work 
during the past year extremely well. He was disappointed not 
to have been able to show a greater increase of gas sales; but 
the Company could not control the weather. ‘ 

Enlarging upon the statement in the Directors’ Report, that 
the condition of the plant and mains was excellent, he said 
the Company was in a position to deal with any demands that 
might be made upon it, which was a very satisfactory state of 
affairs. 

Mr. BarHaM, moving a vote of thanks to the Chairman and his 
co-Directors for their conduct of the Company’s affairs, said 
they were a very able body of Directors, of whom any Com- 
pany could be very proud. He also moved that a letter be 
forwarded to Mr. Cash on behalf of the proprietors, regretting his 
absence and wishing him a speedy recovery to health. 

Mr. Bapcock seconded the motion, which was carried with 
acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN responded, and said that a letter would be 
forwarded to Mr. Cash in the terms indicated. 


Suggested Visit to Works. 


Mr. Baruam recalled that some years ago, when some altera- 
tions were made to the works, the proprietors had been in- 
vited to inspect them; he intimated that they would appreciate 
another such opportunity. 

The CHarrMAN replied that perhaps an invitation could be ex- 
tended to the proprietors in due course. 

The meeting then closed. 


declaration of a dividend at the same rates, less income-tax, 
for the half-year ended Dec. 31. 


Colchester. 


The report of the Directors of the Colchester Gas Company 
foe the year ended Dec. 31, 1984, states that the sales of gas 
in the June half-vear showed an increase of 4,382,000 c.ft., but 
owing to the exceptionally mild weather experienced at the end 
of the year there was a decrease in the December half-year 
amounting to 2,109,000 c.ft., leaving a net increase for the year 
of 2,273,000 c.ft., or 0°76%. During the year plant was installed 
for partially removing water vapour from the gas as it leaves 
the works. This was brought into use in July, and beneficial 
results have already been experienced in an improved supply 
to the consumers. The gross profit on the revenue account 
amounts to £16,225, compared with £16,053 in the previous 
year. Interim dividends were paid in September at the follow- 
ing rates: £5% on the “A” shares, £3 10s.% on the “B”’ 
shares, and £3% on the 6% preference stock, and the Directors 
recommend the payment of final dividends at the same rates, 
and that such dividends be payable, less income-tax, on 
March 1. The full dividends for the year, therefore, will be 
£10% on the ‘‘ A’”’ shares, £7% on the ‘‘ B”’ shares, and £6%, 
on the 6% preference stock. e Directors consider that it is 
in the best interests of the shareholders to build up the reserve 
funds, and to strengthen the financial position, and they have 
accordingly set aside £1,000 from the profits of the year to the 
special purposes, fund. 


[Further Undertakings’ Results will be found on pp. 529-581.) 
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South Suburban Gas Company 


Annual General Meeting 


The Annual Ordinary Meeting of the Proprietors of the South 
Suburban Gas Company was held at the Abercorn Rooms, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2, on Friday, Feb. 22, 1935. The 
CHAIRMAN of the Company (Dr. Charles Carpenter, C.B.E., 
M.Inst.C.E.) presided. 

The Secretary (Mr. T. Brown, B.Com.) read the notice con- 
vening the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Ordinary Meeting were 
taken as read. 

The Register of Proprietors was sealed, and the Secretary 
read the certificate to that effect. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHAIRMAN, moving the adoption of the Report and State- 
ment of Accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, said: 

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have now to move that the Report 
of the Directors and the Accounts be received and adopted and 
entered on the minutes. 

The Report opens with a reference to the state of business, 
and in referring to the affairs of the Company I do not think 
I can do better than follow it. Our gas business is at once 
satisfactory and unsatisfactory, for on the one hand we have 
had a small increase in gas sales, as compared with those 
of the previous year, and a considerable increase in the number 
of our consumers. Whereas up to the commencement of 
November our increase in gas sales was as nearly as may be 
4%, the mild weather of the last two months knocked down 
the figure to nearly 2%. The increase in the number of con- 
sumers, however, was 6$°, all told—10,836 as compared with 
12,356 in the previous year. Also—and this is a very important 
point—the quantity of gas consumed per consumer has fallen 
by 54° as compared with the previous year, which itself 
was lower than in the previous year by 43%. I think this 
reduction is capable of a simple explanation, but the fact re- 
mains unalterable, and it does adversely affect the overhead 
charges we have to meet; they do not become less, but the 
consumption to which they are related is reduced. 

It has also to be borne in mind that to-day’s increases are 
wholly, I think I may say, in the outer areas, those in which the 
average consumer’s needs for artificial light and heat are less 
than is the case with those living nearer home. 

As the Report states, the item for sale and hire of appliances 
continues to increase, and that is in itself always a hopeful sign. 
Cookers and fires contributed 11,000 to the total; water heaters 
contributed 6,500, or 1,000 above last year’s figures. The hire- 
purchase of apparatus continues to be popular, the year’s in- 
crease being 10,232, or over 30% above that of the previous year. 

On the other hand, the issued capital has increased by 
£350,000 during the year, by the issue of £200,000 of 4% Per- 
petual Preference Stock and £150,000 of 4° Perpetual Debenture 
Stock. The Preference Stock was allotted at an average price of 
£106 10s. 8°44d.%, as stated in the Report, and the Debenture 
Stock was sold to the Company’s Brokers at the price of £108%, 
free of expense to the Company. 

The item “ Buildings, Plant, Land, &c.,’’ comprises expendi- 
ture in connection with a new showroom at Dartford and 
cottage property which we have acquired, not exactly within 
the area of the Dartford Works, but in the vicinity, in order 
to round off our holding there. Whatever the purpose to which 
we might put the Dartford property, it is undesirable to have 
in the centre of it half-a-dozen or so cottages. We have had 
to spend money on liquor concentration plants at Sydenham and 
Bromley. Owing to the large-scale manufacture of Sulphate of 
Ammonia at Billingham, the ordinary plants usually associated 
with gas undertakings are no longer in a position to make both 
ends meet; they are not working on a sufficiently large scale. 
To get over that difficulty, the ammoniacal liquor made at the 
average gas-works to-day is concentrated to a point at which 
it will pay to handle it. The result has been that the liquor. 
which was a drug and an expense to us at Sydenham and 
Bromley, is now of value—not very much, but still, it is better 
than nothing—because it is of so concentrated a character that 
it pays us to transport it. 

We have also had to install new compressors at Tonbridge 
and Sevenoaks, a booster at the Crayford holder station, and 
a governor house at Welling. A small charge appears in the 
accounts in connection with a new holder at St. Mary Cray, in 
course of construction. 

The amounts written off are in respect of the sale of pro- 
perties at Dartford, Bromley, and Allenby Road, Forest Hill, 
which are no longer required by the Undertaking, some 
machinery at Belvedere, and finally, an instalment of £2,000 in 
respect of the writing off of the Northfleet Works. I think there 
remains only one more similar payment to complete writing off 
the Northfleet Works from our books. 

The expenditure under the headings of ‘“‘ Mains,”’ “‘ Meters,”’ 
and ‘* Stoves,” which is heavy, arises principally out of the 
increased number of consumers during the year amounting to 
10,836. These consumers have to be provided, first, with 
mains. in order to take the gas to them, and it is one of our 
difficulties that, whereas in the past extensions of residential 
property have occurred almost mainly with some relation to the 


course taken by the railways, they now spring up anywhere: 
if the land is available for building purposes, an estate can 
started, and before the houses are ready for occupation, or no 
long afterwards, motor ’bus services can be provided for th 
transport of the residents. In the case of stoves and meter 
sums amounting to £19,638 and £5,480 respectively have bee, 
written off capital. 

With regard to compensation paid on the transfer of th 
Sevenoaks and Tonbridge Undertakings, the balance of £89 
remaining after appropriating the balance brought forward 9 
the revenue accounts of the two Companies is being writte, 
off against revenue at the rate of £2,684 per annum over thre 
years, the second of such instalments having been charged in thy 
current year. 

As to the item ‘‘ Co-Partnership Bonus,’’ £15,437 19s. in th 
Revenue Account (Statement No. 4), this is the amount whic 
under Section 36 (4) of the Company’s 1928 Act, has to 
applied for the benefit of employee co-partners, and in accori. 
ance with the Section, £7,718 19s. 6d. of that amount—i.c., hal 
of it—will be transferred to increase the amount carried to th 
credit of the Superannuation Fund, making up the special con. 
tribution of £31,650 for the year. 

I am never very happy about this point; I would greatly 
prefer to have the full amount divided as part of the co-partne. 
ship principle; but at present, at any rate until we get squan 
with the Superannuation Fund, I am afraid there is no hop 
We did consider the matter very carefully this year. 

During the year the number of appliances on hire, particular) 
water heaters, has increased rapidly. The value of these appli 
ances (excluding meters and cookers, which have a much 
longer life) is being written off over a period of 2} years, ani 
the balance outstanding appears as a suspense item in the 
Balance Sheet (Statement No. 11). An essential factor in con. 
nection with a water heater is that it has to get to work ani 
to do its work very quickly. It might interest you if I try t 
give you a picture of what happens on a Sunday, when : 
family decides to go out in a motor car, having a powe 
of, say, 10 H.p. When the family returns in the evening som 
of the members may require a bath and may require somethin: 
cooked; and when they start a water heater and perhaps ; 
cooker they are starting energy at the rate of 55 H.P. That is 
one of the reasons why there is no uncertainty whatever, if the 
facts are clearly put before the public they quite understani 
what they are to get and what they pay for; that is one of the 
réasons gas is supreme in the great bulk of the operation 
for which it is provided. The trouble in the past, I think, has 
been that such facts have not adequately been brought befor 
the users. 

The total amount charged in respect of these appliances ove 
the year is £29,989, less £22,765 written off to Revenue, making 
a net increase in this item of £7,224 (the amount outstanding 
at the end of 1933 was £22,209; therefore, it is now £29,433). 


Distribution. 


With regard to “ Distribution of Gas” in the Revenue Ac 
count (Statement No. 4), Repair and Renewal of Meters, Repait 
and Renewal of Stoves and Fires, Repair and Renewal of Fitting, 
and Public Lamps, Lighting and Repairing, show considerabk 
increases in expenditure. That is bound to be so, considerins 
that our business is increasing—not very fast in regard to ga 
sales, but very fast in regard to the provision of apparatus and 
appliances. Meters include depreciation £5,480, obsolete stoc 
£2,315, and a new Meter Shop and Repairs to Building 
cost £3,160. Our old Meter Repair Shop was hopelessly out- 
of-date, and we could no longer postpone the _ substitution 
of an entirely new one. Having provided the new one, we alt 
able to do our work more economically and—not less important- 
we are able to do our work without the inconvenience that aro 
from the cramped, contracted, and confined nature of the oli 
shop. Part of the work of the great majority of gas undertak 
ings to-day, in addition to the maintenance of their meter 
mechanically, is concerned with the maintenance of the accura‘ 
of these measuring appliances. All gas meters have to be passti 
by an independent authority, and cannot be used unless thi! 
authority has sealed and thereby certified them for use. 

The item of stoves includes increased depreciation, £12,638: 
additional hire-purchase reserve, £2,440; increase in obsolett 
stock, £4,504; and increase of appliances on hire, £9,18 
Fittings include an increase of £5,264 for fixing Appliances 0 
hire, and the increase in the charge for Public Lamps is dit 
mainly to the purchase of new Lamps and Controllers. Most «! 
the Public Lamps nowadays are controlled by clocks; the oi: 
fashioned lamplighter, with his torch, is practically a thing @ 
the past. The clocks control the lighting up and extinguishi0! 
at varying times, which are changed every day or every wet 
throughout the year. ; 

In the Balance Sheet (Statement No. 11), a sum of £12.84 
representing 9% of the balance outstanding for Hire-Purche* 
Stoves and Fittings, has been reserved in respect of interest 1 
yet accrued due, leaving a balance of £129,811 5s. 11d. (a his 
figure, but perfectly justifiable). 

The amount of the Suspense Account, £2,684, represents th 
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jalance of Directors’ and Auditors’ compensation in respect of 
Sevenoaks and Tonbridge, to be written off during 1935. 
Related to the large expenditure on Meters, Stoves, and Fires, 
there is the item on the other side of £19,000 by which those 
rents have increased during the year. _ 
he amount of coal carbonized has increased by 11,000 tons. 
The reason for that is that less gas has been bought in bulk. | 
The holder at St. Mary Cray will be of 5,600 therms capacity, 
and the principal object of it 1s to increase our storage capacity 
ina district which is rapidly growing. As soon as the new holder 
js ready for use it will enable us not merely to meet demands 
sdequately—indeed, they are being met adequately now—but 
to meet them without any uncertainty as to an accidental inter- 
ruption. Nothing of that kind has occurred at present, but the 
ability to give a constant supply is a matter to which we attach 
oreat importance. ‘‘ Gas never fails. : ' 
In order still further to take advantage of our association with 
the central manufacturing depot at Kast Greenwich, arrange- 
ments are in hand to lay a 2 ft. diameter main direct from the 
South Metropolitan Company’s system to the Belvedere Station. 
“During the year we have laid over 91 miles of mains to supply 
new properties. It is interesting that, of the new applications for 
oas during the year, 28 came from estates each comprising 100 
or more houses. The average number of new houses on these 
estates was 248. 
























Public Lighting. 


During the year we have lost 372 lamps to our competitors; 
but, on the other hand, we have erected 534 incandescent gas 
lamps, so that there is a net gain of 162. [ am quite sure that if 
viven opportunity of supplying the “‘Supervia”’ gas lamp, which 
has recently created something of a sensation among lighting 
engineers, the change referred to will not be anything like so 
rapid during 1935. ‘Lhe whole of the 7,750 public Jamps, a very 
substantial number, supplied by the Company depend for their 
lighting power on the incandescent mantle. Some of you may 
have the idea. that the incandescent mantle is a very fragile, 
easily damaged, device. It is fragile; if you take hold of it 
with clumsy fingers after it has been burned off, you will break 
it. But the mantles in the 7,750 lamps I have referred to last, 
on an average, for six months, so that each lamp requires two 
mantles per annum. That is a remarkable result, especially 





















having regard to the exposed positions occupied by so many 
ry tof of the lamps and the conditions under which they are working. 
en 3 One other matter to which I will draw attention is that the 






owe Company’s district has in recent years been de-centralized. Our 
som [earlier idea of centralization has been found to be wrong and 
thing J uneconomic, and we have been working de-centralized areas 





for some time. There are eight areas, each under the control 
of a local manager, and it is pleasing to record that from each 
sof them the Board has received a promising report of improved 







tani HM vas prospects so far as the present year is concerned. 

the Our showrooms also continue to be well patronized. We 

e have 15 showrooms, and we ought to have more still. Our 
ve - ; 





latest showroom occupies a prominent position at Dartford; 
it was graciously opened by the Mayor of Dartford, who was 
"accompanied by the Mayoress, and it created a large amount of 
plocal interest. 

I have referred in somewhat vague and general terms to Co- 
partnership, and I am bound to say that, despite its present 
limited application to our employees, for the reasons I have 
given, its animating spirit continues; when the troublesome 
‘matter of the Superannuation Fund is settled this year—we 
have not yet had before us a scheme sufficiently acceptable 
‘to be considered—the earliest opportunity will be given to all 
“employees now outside the Co-partnership circle to become fully 
abk (| Participating members 

I must not forget a word of praise to the staff as a whole 
‘and to the chief officers in particular for, I am bound to say, 
the most admirable manner in which they have kept before 
them the Company’s interests and the way in which they have 
served those interests. It is no secret that our possession of 
‘those officers is regarded with envy by some undertakings out- 
side. So long as we possibly can, we shall retain their services. 

I now formally move: 


“That the Report of the Directors, and the Accounts 
examined and signed by the Auditors, be received and 
adopted, and the Report entered upon the Minutes.”’ 


Mr. BenJAMIN R. GREEN (Deputy-Chairman) seconded. 
|, There was no response to the Chairman’s invitation to the 
"Proprietors to discuss the Report and Accounts, and the resolu- 
tion for their adoption was carried unanimously. 


Dividends. 
The CHAIRMAN moved the following resolution : 


“That dividends for the half-year ended Dec. 31 last be 
now declared on the Ordinary Stock at 3%, on the 5% Per- 
petual Preference Stock at 24%, and on the 4% Perpetual 
Preference Stock at 2%, in each case less income-tax, mak- 
ing, with the dividends paid on July 81, 1934, 6% for the 
year on the Ordinary Stock, 5% on the 5% Perpetual Pre- 
ference Stock, and 4% on the 4% Perpetual Preference 
Stock, all less income-tax; and that warrants for the net 
amounts be forwarded on March 7 next to the registered 
: addresses of the Proprietors.” 
| Mr. B. R. Green (Deputy-Chairman) seconded the resolution, 


Which was carried unanimously. 
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Re-Election of Directors and Auditor. 


Mr. Harotp GuNpRy, who proposed the re-election of the 
retiring Directors—Mr. Frank Bush and Mr. A. M. Paddon, 
M.Inst.C.E—said that no further words were necessary to re- 
commend the re-election of these two eminent and competent 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Frank H. Jones, M.Inst.C.E., seconded, and the resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. E. A. Pierce, seconded by Mr. H. K. 
Scorr, the meeting re-elected Mr. Ernest D. Davey, F.C.A., 
an Auditor of the Company. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. E. A. Pierce, on behalf of the Proprietors, proposed a 
very hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman and his co-Direc- 
tors, and the Managers, Secretary, and all the workpeople in 
the Company’s service. 

Mr. H. K. Scorr, who seconded, said that his family had 
been shareholders for very many years, and it was always a 
great pleasure to him to attend the Annual Meetings of the 
South Suburban Gas Company, for they were attended by more 
shareholders than were the meetings of other companies which 
he attended; it indicated what a large number of the share- 
holders of the South Suburban Company were sufficiently in- 
terested to attend and to hear the Chairman’s statement. 

He had been a little distressed to hear about co-partnership 
having fallen on difficult days, for he was old enough to re- 
member the trial of strength that had occurred between em- 
ployers and employed and was always glad to think that after 
that trial of strength they had worked so amicably together. 
He had said often that he would not like this co-partnership 
to fail, for it was an example to many other concerns. 

The Directors of gas concerns had rather a difficult task in 
these days. There was another myrmidon in the field, to which 
the Chairman always referred in some form or another, and he 
was quite sure that the Company was doing its best to stand 
up to it. On a former occasion he had been inclined to chide 
gas companies for not being sufficiently enterprising, or at any 
rate, not so enterprising as the other myrmidon—electricity. 
But to-day the Gas Industry was improving in that respect, and 
he was very pleased to hear the Chairman say that the practice 
of placing the advantages of gas before. the people was con- 
tinuing. As a shareholder in both electricity and gas com- 
panies, Mr. Scott considered there was room for both, and he 
could not help thinking that the Chairman had hit the nail on 
the head at a meeting held on the previous day, when he had 
called attention to the fact that electricity companies had a 
rather unhappy way of presenting their charges to the people 
who used electricity. Whereas the gas consumer was told 
exactly what gas would cost him, the consumers of electricity 
were told by the electricity companies that the cost would be 
td. or 3d. per unit, or something of that sort; but those who 
made up the accounts knew perfectly well that that was not 
so, and that when allowance was made for the flat rate the 
charge was about three times more. However, he was quite sure 
that the Board and their colleagues were all doing their best to 
keep their end up, and he congratulated the shareholders upon 
being served by so competent a Board of Directors. 

The vote of thanks was accorded unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN, responding, said that it was many a long day 
since he had been so heartened—if he needed heartening—as 
he had been by the remarks made. The points which had been 
so fully before himself and his colleagues for a long time had 
been put very admirably and the difficulties of the situation 
were appreciated. He had come to this meeting with the 
faith which had inspired him over many years; the faith 
he had held had been a growth of many years, into the 
nature of which it had never been necessary to look so 
closely as it was to-day. When he compared gas with its com- 
petitive rival, his faith became stronger, and he was sure 
that any doubts that might have existed with regard to the Gas 
Industry’s ability to meet the intensive competition to which 
it was exposed had been due partly to the fact that the Gas 
Industry had not taken to heart sufficiently the methods of its 
competitors. When it did—and it was going to—he had no doubt 
whatever as to the result. He had always made a point of 
being extremely frank with the shareholders of the undertakings 
with which he had been associated, and he made no exception 
to that rule when he expressed the opinion that the prospects 
of gas, in spite of what was stated in the papers and despite 
the advertising, were never so well-founded and never so hopeful 
as to-day. It was simply a case of applying knowledge which 
the Industry had gained—and perhaps it had been rather back- 
ward in doing that—to the present conditions. 

The Ordinary Meeting then closed. 


EXTRAORDINARY MEETING. 


An Extraordinary Meeting of the Proprietors of the Company 
was then held, for the purpose of considering, and, if thought 
fit, of approving, a Bill proposed to be introduced into Parlia- 
ment by the Company in the present session. 

The Secretary (Mr. T. Brown, B.Com.) read the notice con- 
vening the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN explained in the first place that the Bill was 
largely necessary by reason of the expiry of the time during 
which the Company could work under the powers given to it five 
years ago. : 

The title of the Bill was “‘ A Bill to confer further powers 
upon the South Suburban Gas Company; and for other pur- 
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In DAPPLE ENAMEL Finish 


The SUSSEX Series comprises five sizes, 
each one specially designed to provide maxi- 
mum oven working space—and alternative 
hotplates are available with certain sizes. 


The Ovens are designed on the top-flue 
principle, with auxiliary outlets which 
provide that equalised temperature so 
necessary to successful automatic control. 
Thus they ensure good top _ browning 
heat without the aid of a browning shelf. 





The Enamelled Oven Hangers or Grid 
Shelf Supports are of a new stamped 
design, flat in shape, with slots for the Literature available for distribution to consumers. 
Grid Shelves, and are easily remov- 
able for cleaning. When in position 
in the oven they afford protection 
for the enamelled oven linings. 


e 

A notable feature in the design of 
these Cookers is the Oven Grid 
Shelves, which can, of course, be used 
in any of the runners or slots pro- 
vided in the Hangers. In addition, |f R, & A, MAIN LTD., LONDON & FALKIRK 
each shelf may be used the reverse 
way in any runner to alter its height. 
These Shelves provide a variety of 
shelf spacings never before available. 








London Office and Showrooms: 48, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. 1. 
Glasgow Office and Showrooms: 82, Gordon Street. 
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ves.” ‘The preamble mentioned the three most important 
y0ses. A 
points 10 it—t.€-5 


(q) Re-definition of the limits of supply and of the differential 
price areas, having regard to the Kent Review Order, 
1934. x 

(b) The scheduling of additional lands for the manufacture of 
gas and for the storage of gas. 

(c) Additional capital powers. 


Dealing seriatim with the Clauses of the Bill, the Chairman 

wid that the first gave the short and collective titles, the second 
vided for the incorporation of general Acts, and the third 
yas the interpretation clause. — i 

(Clause 4 re-defined the limits of gas supply, having regard 
to the Kent Review Order of last year. That Order made 
important alterations to local authority boundaries in Kent, 
specially in those areas where urbanization had been proceed- 
ing apace. Am example was that of the old Bromley Rural 
District, where the parishes of Keston and Hayes had been 
transferred to the Borough of Bromley, West Wickham had been 
transferred to the Beckenham Urban District (shortly, prob- 
ably, to become the Borough of Beckenham), and the remainder 
of the old Bromley Rural area had been very substantially en- 
larged and had become an urban area under the title of the 
Orpington Urban District. The Clause did not alter the Com- 
pany’s limits of supply; it simply re-defined them, because the 
old definition was out-of-date. Just as Clause 4 re-defined the 
limits of supply, so Clause 10 re-defined the differential price 
areas within those limits in terms of the Kent Review Order. 

Clause 5 was in exactly similar terms to Section 42 of the 
(ompany’s 1932 Act, and authorized the raising of additional 
capital not exceeding in the whole £500,000 by the creation and 
issue of Ordinary or Preference Stock. Increased capital powers 
were rendered necessary by the development of the Company’s 
business and the large numbers of additional consumers. ; 

Clause 6 brought forward into the Bill general provisions with 
regard to capital powers contained in the Company’s Consoli- 
dation Act of 1928 (in 1928 the Company’s many Acts were com- 
pressed into one). 

The Gas Undertakings Act, 1929, gave a general power to 
borrow by the issue of Debenture Stock up to an amount not 
exceeding one-half the amount received in respect of any share 
capital issued; it also provided that the Board of Trade could, 
by Order, increase the proportion from one-half to the full 
amount of the paid-up share capital and premiums; a number 
of Orders had been made by the Board of Trade authorizing 
borrowing powers up to 90% of the issued capital. Clause 7 
of the Bill, after authorizing the Company to borrow £1,184,674 
without obtaining a certificate of a Justice of the Peace, had 
provided, as originally framed, for increased borrowing powers 
of from 50% (authorized by the general Act) to 75% of the 
share capital issued; but as the result of conversations it was 
proposed to reduce the latter to 70%, to which he did not think 
there would be any opposition. There was a reason for the 
authorities keeping an eye on capital proposals of this kind; 
conditions changed, and it was obvious that a gas company 
could not work to-day under conditions which were current, 
and perhaps quite proper, 25 years ago. The attitude of the 
ublic authorities was that an undertaking should have suffi- 
cient capital to be able to carry on for a reasonable time, but 
not for an unreasonable time; and that was the whole object 
‘of the so-called capital limitations. Such limitations would not 
‘be operative in an ordinary commercial undertaking. The bor- 
‘owing powers in the Bill would enable the Company to take 
dvantage of any specially favourable terms on which addi- 
4 = capital required might be raised by means of Debenture 
Dtock. 

' The purpose of Clause 8 was to make quite clear the equality 
vf ranking of Preference Stock, and did not make any altera- 
tion to stock already issued. It meant that any new Preference 
Stock would have the same rights as that previously issued. 

| Clause 9 was the usual clause providing that capital monies 
taised under the Act should be applied only to capital purposes. 

Clause 10 dealt with the re-definition of the differential price 
reas, already referred to in connection with Clause 4; and 
Tlause 11 made clear the relation of the differential prices to 
the “ South Suburban ”’ Clause contained in Section 39 (2) of 
the Company’s 1928 Act. The ‘‘ South Suburban” Clause 
Provided that if a price in excess of the basic price were charged 

the ordinary consumer, the dividend should be limited to 
the basic dividend. Clause 11 of the present Bill exempted 
Me authorized differentials from the operation of the ‘‘ South 
Suburban ’ Clause. The Company had previously asked Parlia- 
Ment for a general application in its area of the common 
Method of arranging gas charges by differentials, but was un- 
ble to persuade Parliament to do so. In regard to several of 
Me Company’s areas, however, there were powers to impose 
fliferential prices, and Clause 11 excepted those areas from the 
*peration of the ‘‘ South Suburban ”’ Clause. 

Clause 12 dealt with the price to be charged for gas supplied 
local authorities for street lighting. The question of the 
“ply to local authorities was first dealt with in Sections 24 
© 2 of the Gas-Works (Clauses) Act, 1871, which referred 
®pressly to gas for public lamps, and the obligation was that 
cal authorities should not be charged more for gas for public 
“mps than the price charged to other consumers. Clause 12 

the present Bill made it clear that the obligation as to price 

t gas supplied to local authorities was in respect of street 
ghting, and that the price should not be higher than the lowest 
Rie from time to time charged to any domestic consumers in 
»* Same area. That ruled out any suggestion that the price 


528 


charged for special trade purposes was the price which the 
local authority could require to be applied to gas for public 
lighting. p 

Clause 18 repealed Section 7 of the Tonbridge Gas (Charges) 
Order, 1922, which specified the additional charges to be made 
in respect of prepayment meters at Tonbridge, and by its repeal 
would bring the position in that area into line with the rest of 
the Company’s area. = 

Clauses 14 to 19 inclusive were administrative provisions and 
were common clauses, for the purpose, generally speaking, of 
making alterations of a detailed character in the light of 
present-day requirements, to the administrative provisions co1.- 
cerning the management of the Company—such as power to 
give notice of meetings by letter instead of by public advertise- 
ment, &c. 

Clause 20 authorized the use of land scheduled in part 1 for 
gas manufacturing purposes and in part 2 for gas storage pui- 
poses. 

Clause 21 was another common clause making clear the right 
of the Company to provide, maintain, and equip sports or 
recreation grounds for the use of employees. 

The next four clauses dealt with matters concerning supply. 
Clause 22 conferred upon the Company power, in a similar 
manner to the Company’s general powers, to lay and maintain 
pipes in streets bounding or abutting upon the limits of supply 
for the purpose of supplying premises within the area of supply. 

Clause 2%, entitled ‘* Relief from obligation to supply,’”’ was 
a common clause, which would relieve the Company of the 
obligation of supplying if the supply to the consumer in ques- 
tion necessitated the laying of a main which, in respect of its 
length or size, would be unduly onerous. The clause would 
enable the Company to make terms with the consumer upon 
which such new or enlarged supply might be given, and pro- 
vision was made for arbitration in the event of dispute. 

Clause 24 gave the Company the right of access at all 
reasonable times to its meters, for inspection and other pur- 
poses; and Clause 25 gave the right to make a charge not ex- 
ceeding ls. for special meter readings made at the request of 
and for the convenience of any consumer. 

The last four clauses of the Bill dealt with miscellaneous 
matters. The first two paragraphs of Clause 26 referred to the 
Superannuation Scheme, and covered a mere matter of detail; 
the wording of the previous Act was not very clear. The 
third paragraph of Clause 26 provided for a reduction of the 
rate of interest payable by the Company on deposits held in 
respect of consumers’ accounts, from 5% to 3%, having regard 
to the changed value of money. (There are not many such 
deposits nowadays.) This provided an indication of the manner 
in which gas undertakings were limited in regard to what they 
could do, and how they must obtain chapter and verse in Acts 
of Parliament in order to make a change in their methods, even 
though the change were reasonable and were agreed to by 
everybody. Because a change was contradictory to the pro- 
visions of a clause in an Act of Parliament passed many years 
ago, they were not able to make the change without going to 
Parliament. 

The fourth paragraph of Clause 26 arose from a power con- 
ferred by Section 46 of the Company’s 1928 Act, whereby an 
employee might nominate a person to receive stock or deposits 
belonging to him in the event of his death. In some cases there 


. had been hardship because, perhaps years previously, an em- 


ployee had omitted to revoke his nomination on marriage. The 
Company now proposed to provide that such revocation should 
be automatic in the event of marriage. 

Clause 27 was an enabling clause relating to the recovery of 
monies due. - 

In Section 43 of the Company’s 1928 Act it was provided that 
the Company should, not later than the session 1935, promote 
a Bill in Parliament’ to afford an opportunity for a revision of 
the basic price fixed by the 1928 Act. The present Bill (Clause 
28) provided that opportunity, and itself contained a similar pro- 
vision for the promotion of a future Bill, not later than the 
session 1942. 

Finally, Clause 29 was the usual clause, enabling the costs of 
promoting the Bill to be charged wholly or partly to revenue. 

The Chairman then moved: 


** That the Bill now submitted, entitled ‘ A Bill to confer 
further powers upon the South Suburban Gas Company; and 
for other purposes,’ be and the same is hereby approved, 
subject to such additions, alterations, and variations ‘As 
Parliament may make therein and the Directors may 
approve.”’ 


Mr. B. R. Green (Deputy-Chairman) seconded. 

Mr. H. K. Scorr asked whether the Directors intended to 
renew the application to Parliament, which previously had failed, 
for power to adjust prices by differentials in the different parts 
of the Company’s area of supply, or whether they had decided 
definitely to give up the attempt. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the opinion expressed by the House 
of Lords was so definite that they had decided to drop the pro- 
posal in respect of the Company’s limits, except the Tonbridge, 
Sevenoaks, and Northfleet areas, which were the most recent ac- 
quisitions, and to which differential charges already applied. The 
Company had been very fully advised on the matter; it had to 
make the best of things, which meant that the consumers in 
Sydenham would, so long as the present conditions continued, pay 
more for their gas than they would do if what he considered 
a more just equalization of charge were applied as between the 
more closely packed and the more scattered areas. Parliament 
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CENTRAL HEATING BY GAS with “REX” BOILERS 


A 3,000,000 B.Th.U. PLANT 
| ALA ARNE eS 


@ Potterton’s Gas Boilers are it 
stalled for the seventh time fu 
the warming of the overheal 
galleries of The British Tex 
tiles Exhibition, White City 
W ood Lane, Shepherd’ sBush 


A further important instalé 

tion is now being prepared fo 

Hot Water Display on thi. 

Stand of The South Suburbay 

Gas Company at The South 

London Exhibition, Crystd 

ae Palace, opening on 6th March, 
LEB of which your inspection '— 
me cordially invited. 


Preparations are also in hani 
for the installation o 
Potterton’s Gas Boiler {0 
Automatic Hot Water Supp! 
in the King’s House to 
erected at the ‘‘ Ideal Hom 
Exhibition, Olympia. 


CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 


THOMAS POTTERTON (asc.) LTD. 


Telephone: Balham 1244-5-6 BA LHAM ’ LON D ON . S , WwW. 1 2 eeelsiia stellt ee will F. 
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ad given a very full and careful consideration to the Company’s 
vase, and he did not think it would be policy for the Company 
io try again so soon after its last attempt had failed. If condi- 
tions did not adjust themselves in the future, of course, there was 
nothing to prevent the Company making another application to 
Parliament; but there must be a rest period, inside which the 


h 
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Board could see what justification there would be for trying 
again. So that, while the Company could not bind itself as to 
the course it would take in the future, for the immediate future 
it was proposed to allow matters to stand as they were. 

The resolution for the approval of the Bill was carried unani- 
mously, and the Meeting closed. 


Gas Undertakings’ Results for 1934 


Barnet. 

The report of the Directors of the Barnet District Gas and 
Water Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, shows that 
the quantity of gas sold has increased by 2°13%. An additional 
wsholder with a capacity of 2,000,000 c.ft. has been erected and 
brought into use during the year. On Dec. 10 last, £25,000 
4), preference stock was offered by the Directors for sale by 
tender, the stock realizing with premiums the sum of £30,436. 
After placing to renewals (gas and water) funds the authorized 
wntributions, the payment of debenture and other interest and 
interim dividends for the half-year to June 30 at the authorized 
rate of 7% per annum on the ordinary stock and 43% per 
anuum on the preference stock, and the placing of £5,000 to 
veneral reserve, there remains a balance of available profit of 
463,007. The Directors now recommend the declaration of divi- 
lends, less income-tax, for the half-year ended Dec. 31 last, on 
tha ordinary stock at the rate of 7°% per annum, and on the 
preference stock at the rate of 44%, per annum, leaving to be 
carried forward a sum of £44,364. 


Brighton. 

The Directors’ report of the Brighton, Hove, and Worthing 
Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, states that pur- 
suant to the provisions of the Brighton Gas Order, 1934, the 
aquisition of the Undertaking of the Littlehampton Gas Com- 
pany became effective as from July 31, 1934. The accounts under 
review thus include five months’ business in the Littlehampton 
district. The sale of gas for the year in the Brighton, Hove, 
and Worthing districts shows an increase of 3°39% compared 
with the previous year. After charging the revenue account 
with £15,000 for the special purposes fund, the profits for 
the year, including interest received, and an amount realized 
on the sale of a temporary investment, amounted to 
£132,556 17s. 7d., to which must be added the sum of £48,918 
8s. 8d. brought forward from the previous year, making a total 
of £181,475 6s. 3d.; after deducting therefrom the sum of 
{33,546 13s. 9d. for interest, income-tax, &c., transferring 
§£11,000 to the contributory pensions fund, writing off part. of 
the costs relative to the acquisition of the Worthing and Little- 
‘hampton Undertakings and charging the costs of the Special Act 
(1934), &c., a balance of £129,594 4s. 2d. remains available for 
disposal. Interim dividends declared by the Directors for the 
half-year ended June 30, 1934, were paid as follows: £3° on 
ithe “B”’ preference consolidated stock; £3°% on the “ D” 
redeemable preference stock; £3 15s.°% on the 6% standard con- 
solidated stock; and £3 7s. 6d.% on the 5% standard consoli- 
Hdated stock (all less income-tax); and the Directors now recom- 
‘mend the declaration of dividends for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 
"1934, being the final dividends for the year, at the same rates. 
‘These appropriations (including the interim dividends) amount 
‘to £81,361 4s. 8d., leaving a balance of profit of £48,232 19s. 6d. 
"to be carried forward. 


Canterbury. 

' The report of the Directors of the Canterbury Gas and Water 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, states that the mild 
‘weather experienced during the latter part of 1934 is respon- 
‘sible for the decrease of less than 1°, in the quantity of gas 
old, as compared with the preceding year. The Directors have 
pleasure in stating that they have authorized a decrease of ‘5d. 
‘per therm in the charge for gas as from the last reading of 
“the meters. After payment of interest on the loan capital, 
“there is standing to the credit of the dividend account the sum 
Hof £8,713. An interim dividend of £4°%, having been paid in 
p August last, the Directors now recommend a further dividend 
“of £6°, less income-tax, making the uniform dividend on the 
vtotal capital £10% for the year. 


Chester. 


§ The report of the Directors of the Chester United Gas Com- 
‘pany for the year 1934 shows that the balance of net revenue 
*ccount, after payment of interest and dividend on debenture 
gend preference stocks and the interim dividend on ordinary 
Stock, has been increased to £13,049, from which the Directors 
“tecommend the payment of a dividend on the ordinary stock 
of £3)",, making £53% for the year. The amount to be appro- 
Pnated for this dividend will be £5,416, leaving a balance to 
varry forward of £8,233. The Directors have had under con- 
Sideration the need of renewing, and also enlarging, the present 
srbonizing plant of horizontal retorts, and have decided to 
eeplace the plant with a modern installation of vertical retorts. 
Sthe erection will be carried out during the summer months. The 
“fost of the new plant will necessitate the issue of additional 
Scapttal. On the other hand, substantial economies in manu 
ture of gas will ensue. The output of gas for the past year 
8 474,714,000 c.ft. 


Cork. 


The Directors’ report and statement of accounts of the Cork 
Gas Consumers’ Company for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934, 
state that there is some increase in rental due to the ever- 
growing use of gas for lighting, heating, and cooking purposes. 
The slightly lower return from residuals is due to a reduction in 
the sale of coke during the mild weather which prevailed for 
most of the period and a falling-off in the use of tar for road- 
making. The balance of profit and loss is £4,582, with which the 
Directors propose to pay the usual dividend-at the rate of 8% 
per annum. ‘The Engineer’s report states that retort settings 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 are due for thorough overhaul and repairs, and 
while this work is in progress there will be a careful inspec- 
tion, with adjustment and repairs where necessary,.of the whole 
of the steel and ironwork mountings of No. 1 bench of retorts. 


Derby. 


The Directors’ report and statement of accounts of the Derby 
Gas Light and Coke Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, 
state that an interim dividend of 34°, was paid on the ordinary 
stock for the June half-year, and the Directors now recommend 
a final dividend of 5%, making 83%, less income-tax, for the 
year. The Company’s business continues to extend, consumers 
having increased in number during the year by 1,504, bringing 
the total to 53,409. The output of gas shows an increase of 
73} million c.ft., or over 4°% for the year. The improved indus- 
trial conditions were reflected by a substantial increase in the 
demand for gas during the first six months, but the exception- 
ally mild open winter resulted in a decrease during the latter 
months. There has been an increase of 2,106 in the number 
of gas cooking stoves and fires sold or let out on hire; water 
heaters, 1,484; and other gas appliances for domestic and in- 
dustrial purposes, 2,439; making a total increase of 5,979 for 
the year. A further £20,000 has_been transferred to the develop- 
ment fund account, which has now reached the authorized 
amount of £100,000, and has been credited to the capital account 
in accordance with the Derby Gas Order, 1930. The bulk supply 
of purified coke oven gas from Blackwell and Clay Cross coke 
ovens fully justifies expectations, and during the twelve months 
58°43°, of the gas supplied was obtained from these sources. 
Cavendish Street Works, Derby, and the Belper Works remain 
shut down as regards gas production. The Directors much 
regret the loss the Company has sustained by the death of their 
esteemed colleague, Mr. Matthew Attwood. To fill the vacancy, 
the Board have elected Mr. G. F. Tomlinson. 


Dorchester. 


The sales of gas by the Dorchester Gas and Coke Company 
show a slight decrease, due to the mildness of the weather 
which continued throughout the autumn until the end of the 


year. The price of gas was further reduced at the end of the 
June quarter from 10°22d. to 9°77d. per therm, or 2d. per 1,000 
c.ft., making the price equivalent to 3s. 8d. per 1,000 c.ft. 
During the year under review over 90°, of the share capital in 
the Company has been acquired by the South-Western Gas and 
Water Corporation, Ltd. This has involved a change in the 
Directorate, and in consquence of this change the Company 
have lost the services of Mr. J. Whittle Fudge as Chairman of 
the Directors. The continuing Directors have placed on record 
their appreciation of his long connection with the Company 
over a period of 30 years, and his unfailing interest in all mat- 
ters of the Company and its success. The vacancy thus caused 
has been filled by the appointment of Mr. H. G. Palmer, 
nominated by the above Corporation. The Directors recom- 
mend a final dividend of 6°, less income-tax, on the prefer- 
ence capital and 10°, free of income-tax, on the ordinary 
capital. 


Eastbourne. 


The report of the Directors and accounts of the Eastbourne 
Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, state that the 
sale of gas for the year was 2,904,633 therms. The balance at 
the credit of the profit and loss account available for final divi- 
dends, after payment of the interim dividends in respect of the 
half-year ended June 30, 1934, and providing for interest 
charges &c., is £10,761. The Directors recommend the declara- 
tion of dividends for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934, being 
final dividends for the year, at the following rates (all less 
income-tax)—viz.: On the ‘* A’”’ stock at the rate of £8 10s.% 
per annum, on the “‘ B”’ stock at the rate of £7° per annum, 
and on the 5% preference stock at the rate of £5°, per annum, 
making a total distribution for the year of £8°, per annum on 
the “A” stock, £6 10s.°, per annum on the “ B”’ stock, and 
£5", per annum on the 5% preference stock. These dividends 
will absorb the sum of £10,521, leaving a balance of £239 to be 
carried forward. In June last £30,000 5°, preference stock was 





issued, the premiums on which, after deducting expenses, 
amounted to £6,604. Under the provisions of the Eastbourne 
Gas Order, dated Dec. 31, 1934, the Undertaking of the Seaford 
Gas Company, Ltd., was amalgamated with this Company as 
from Jan. 1, 1935. On Feb. 27, 1934, the Company purchased 
the whole of the share capital of the Heathfield Gas Company, 
Ltd. Since obtaining control of this Undertaking, mains have 
been extended, a number of new consumers have been added, 
and the sales of gas show a very satisfactory increase. The 
Directors regret to report the death on Nov. 28, 1934, of Mr. 
C. J. Vinall, who had been a Director of the Company for thirty 
years, 


Gloucester. 


The report of the Directors and statement of accounts of the 
Gloucester Gas Light Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1984, 
state that the Directors recommend a dividend of 5° per annum 
on the consolidated ordinary stock of the Company (less income- 
tax) for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, of which an interim divi- 
dend for the half-year ended June 30 last has already been paid. 
The Directors retiring by rotation are Messrs. George Evetts 
and Geoffrey Murton Gill, and each being eligible offers himself 
for re-election. The Directors regret to record the death of 
Mr. David Benjamin London which occurred on July 17. He 
had been an auditor of the Company for twelve years, since 
August, 1922. 


Harrogate. 


The report of the Directors and statement of accounts of the 
Harrogate Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1984, show 
that the profit on revenue account amounts to £33,474. The 
net revene account after payment of interest on debenture and 
dividend on the preference stocks, co-partnership bonus for the 
year 1933, and an interim dividend on the new consolidated stock, 
shows an available balance of £34,123. The Directors recom- 
mend the payment of 3% on the new consolidated stock (mak- 
ing the maximum 6% for the year), £8,114, and co-partnership 
bonus for 1934, £1,891, leaving a balance carried forward to 
net revenue account of £24,118. 


Hartlepool. 

The report of the Directors of the Hartlepool Gas and Water 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, states that the profit 
for the year, after including grants received from H.M. 
Treasury under Development (Loan Guarantees and Grants) 
Act, 1929, and paying interest on debentures, &c., is £28,140, 
which, together with the sum of £23,890 brought forward from 
last year, makes a total of £52,030. After paying an interim 
dividend of 2$%, less income-tax, there remains an available 
balance of £37,847, out of which the Directors propose to declare 
a final dividend of 2%, less income-tax (making 5% for the 
year), absorbing £14,183, and leaving a balance of £23,665 to 
carry forward to the next account. ‘he Directors report with 
deep regret the death in September last of their colleague, Mr. 
Robert Hardy, who had faithfully served the Company as a 
Director since 1910. The Directors have filled the vacancy thus 
caused by the appointment of Sir William Gray, Bart., D.L., 
J.P., of Tunstall Manor, West Hartlepool. 


Hornsey. 

fhe Directors’ report of the Hornsey Gas Company for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 1934, states that there was a decrease in the 
sales of gas as compared with 1933 of 3°4°.. The revenue 
account shows a profit for the year of £27,701. The amount 
brought forward from last year’s account after providing for the 
final dividend for 1933 is £20,641. Interest received during the 
year amounted to £118, making a total of £48,460. After de- 
ducting interest on debenture stock, &c., £3,617, income-tax; 
£213, co-partners’ contributory pensions fund, £3,820, interim 
dividends, £10,042, and duty on loan capital, £50, the balance 
available for disposal amounts to £30,719. For the half-year 
ended Dec. 31, 1934, the Directors recommend the payment of 
dividends at the following rates, less income-tax: On the 5%, 
preference stock, £5% per annum; on the 5% stock, £7 10s.% 
per annum; on the 3$% stock, £6' per annum, amounting to 
£10,042. This leaves a balance to be carried forward of £20,677. 
An issue of £40,000 4% debenture stock was made during the 
year at 103}%. 


Leatherhead. 


The Directors’ report of the Leatherhead Gas and Lighting 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, shows that during 
the year the sale of gas increased by over 2%. The £9,300 
of 3$° debenture stock, on which interest was paid free of tax, 
has been redeemed at 105%, and £11,770 of 4° debenture stock 
has been issued, £6,770 at 102% and £5,000 at 1023%. In 
August last a pension and life assurance scheme for the Com- 
pany’s staff and employees was inaugurated. The accounts 
show that, after deducting the dividends paid in September, 
and providing for all fixed charges and interest, there remains 
for division a balance of £5,710. The Directors recommend the 
payment of dividends for the second half-year as follows: On 
the preference stock 8%, making a total of 6% for the year, 
on the redeemable preference stock 33%, making a total of 63% 
for the year, and on the ordinary shares 43%, making, with the 
interim dividend of 23%, a total of 7%, for the year. These 
dividends (less tax) will absorb £4,511, and leave £1,198 to be 
carried forward to the next account. 
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Liverpool. 


The report of the Directors and statement of accounts of th 
Liverpool Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, stal 
that the total revenue during the year was £1,385,751, and th 
expenditure £1,187,972, leaving a surplus of £197,779, which ha 
been transferred to the credit of net revenue account, Affe 
deducting the amount taken for payment of the dividends yy 
the ordinary stock declared last August and providing for th 
preference stock dividend for the year, together with the jp. 
terest on the debenture stocks and mortgages, there remains , 
balance out of which the Directors recommend to the propric. 
tors under the authority, and in accordance with the provision; 
of the Liverpool Gas (Charges) Order, 1921, that a dividend fo 
the half-year ended Dee. 31 last be declared of £3, on th 
ordinary stock of the Company. The shareholders were inyite 
to pass a resolution empowering the Directors at their diserp. 
tion to re-borrow the sum of £3,650 in respect of mortgage 
paid off in the year 1983. The Directors report that the Liver. 
pool Gas Order, 1934, under which the Company takes over the 
Undertaking of the Formby Gas Company, Ltd., received Paria. 
mentary sanction on Dec. 21, 1934. In accordance with th 
terms of the resolution passed at an extraordinary meeting of 
the Company held on Dec. 17, 1934, the sum of £300,000 has 
been raised as debenture stock at 3{‘o per annum (redeemab. 
in 1964), as from Jan. 1, 1935. 


Long Eaton. 


The Directors of the Long Eaton Gas Company in the repori 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, regret to announce the deat) 
of Mr. Samuel Morley, who had been a Director of the Company 
for 37 years, and they desire to record their appreciation of his 
services thus rendered to the Company over this long period 
Mr. A. E. Marshall, of Long Eaton, has been elected to fill th 
vacancy on the Board. The usual interim dividends were pai 
in August last, and after payment of interest on loans, dividend 
on the preference shares, and making due provision for deprecia 
tion, the balance on net revenue account 1s £14,191. The Dire 
tors now recommend: Confirmation of interim dividends ¢ 
£25°% on the “A” stock and £2% on the “‘ B”’ stock paid 
Aug. 1, 1934, less income-tax; payment of the final dividend 
at the same rate as last year—viz., £6% on the ‘* A” stock 
and £5% on the ‘‘ B” stock, making for the year £8}°% and 
£7°, respectively, less income-tax; the carrying forward of the 
remaining balance of £8,298 subject to an estimated provision 
£500 to the co-partnership fund. A large number of new con- 
sumers have been connected to the distribution system. 


Matlock. 


The report of the Directors and the statement of accounts 
for the Matlock and District Gas Company for the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1934, state that the revenue account shows a profit of 
£4,570; to this has to be added the unappropriated balance from 
the previous year of £19,832, making a total of £24,402. Against 
this has to be charged the interim dividend (less tax) paid in 
August last, amounting to £1,459, debenture interest for the 
year, amounting to £390, and the transference to capita 
account, in accordance with Section 18 of the Matlock and Di:- 
trict Gas Order, 1934, of £11,330, leaving £11,223 for disposal. 
The Directors recommend the payment of a dividend for the 
half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934, at the rate of 10s. per share on the 
paid-up capital of the Company (making 83% for the year, les 
tax), and the carrying forward to the current year of the balance 
of £9,137. In accordance with the resolutions of the proprietors 
which were unanimously agreed at the Extraordinary General 
Meeting held on Jan. 4 last, and as provided in the Sheffield 
Gas Company’s Special Order, now before the Board of Trade, 
the transfer of this Company to the Sheffield Gas Company wil 
probably take effect on March 31 next. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


In submitting their report together with the accounts for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 1934, the Directors of the Newcastle-upon 
Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company state that the revenue was 
£990,026 and the expenditure £805,723, leaving a profit for thi 
year of £184,303. To this sum is to be added the balance 
brought forward from the previous year amounting to £50,808, 
making a total of £235,112. The Directors recommend the 
following appropriation: Interest on debenture stock, loans, 
&c., to Dec. 31, 1934, £38,989, interim dividends paid August, 
1934, on the preference stock at £2% £13,657, and on the ordi- 
nary stock at £2 10s.% £51,533; final dividends to Dec. 31, 
1934, on the preference stock at £2%, making £4% for the yeat, 
£13,657, and on the ordinary stock at £2 17s. 6d.°%,, making 
£5 7s. 6d.%, for the year, £59,262, leaving a balance of £58,012 
to be carried forward. The sale of gas shows the satisfactory 
increase of 3% over the previous year. A new tariff applicable 
to gas supplied for domestic purposes has been introduced which 
offers considerable advantage to this class of consumer. _ The 
use of gas for industrial purposes continues to develop, and 4 
steady increase is also shown in the number of consumers, appl 
ances supplied, and public lamps erected. 


North Middlesex. 


The sale of gas for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, as shown by 
the accounts of the North Middlesex Gas Company, shows 4! 
increase of 3°97% compared with that for the preceding yeal. 
The use of gas as the ideal fuel for central heating installations. 
water heating, and the intermittent heating of rooms by % 
fires continues to grow in favour. The profit for the year (i 
cluding interest received) after charging interest on debentuté 
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stock and temporary loans, income-tax, &c., and transferring 
the sum of £2,000 to the contributory pension fund, amounts to 
£93,388, which, with £7,559 brought forward from the previous 
year, makes the disposable balance £30,896. Interim dividends 
on account of the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, declared by the 
Directors, were paid on Sept. 1 last at the following rates— 
viz, on the 5% preference stock, £57, per annum; on the 6%, 
preference stock, £6% per annum; on the standard consoli- 
dated stock, £7 10s. per annum (less income-tax); and the 
Directors now recommend the declaration of final dividends for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, at the same rates. These appro- 
yriations (including ‘the interim dividends) amount to £23,174, 
leaving £7,722 to be carried forward to_the credit of the profit 
and loss account for the current year. During the year £20,060 
g’, standard consolidated stock was issued, realizing £31,800, the 
proceeds being credited to capital account. The Directors have 
elected Mr. Lawrie Trewby to a seat on the Board on his re- 
linquishing the office of Engineer and Manager, which he had 
held for the past thirty-two years, and have appointed Mr. 
kK. R. Gandon to succeed him in that position. 


Oakham. 

The Oakham Gas and Electricity Company, in their accounts 
for the past year, report that profits for the Department, before 
tax, were £1,594. After deducting £465 debenture interest there 
remains a net balance of £1,129. The Directors have transferred 
£308 from the reserve to meet the heavy charge of dismantling 
and partially rebuilding a gasholder, making a balance of £1,438. 
A final dividend, less tax, on the 5% and 6% preference shares 
is proposed, but the Directors regret they are unable to recom- 
mend payment of a dividend on the original or additional ordi- 
nary stock and shares. 


Oxford. 

The report of the Directors of the Oxford and District Gas 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, states that the 
Directors recommend payment of dividends for the _half- 
year ended Dec. 31, 1934, at the full nominal rate per annum 
on the 5% and % preference stock and the 6% redeem- 
able preference stock respectively; -and at the rate of 10° per 
annum on the consolidated ordinary stock; all less income-tax. 
These payments, with the interim dividends on the 5% prefer- 
ence stock, 6% redeemable preference stock, and consolidated 
ordinary stock paid for the half-year ended June 30, 1934, make 
5%, 6%, and 10% respectively for the whole year, and in the 
case of the 45% preference stock with the interim dividend, 43% 
from April 1, 1934. There has been a satisfactory increase in 
the consumption of gas during the year, and that the demand 
for all types of appliances has been exceptionally good. The 
Directors report that as from July 1 last it was decided that 
all charges for hire of meter, cooker, and fittings embodied in 
the charge for gas through prepayment meters should cease 
after a consumer has used 2,000 c.ft. per month. This reduc- 
tion in hire charges benefits the prepayment meter consumers 
to the extent of approximately £38,500 per annum. The Direc- 
tors further report a reduction in the price of gas has also 
been made which came into operation as from Sept. 30 last. 
This reduction is approximately 33d. per 1,000 c.ft., or $d. per 
therm, on all gas used in excess of 6,000 c.ft., or 27°60 therms, 
in any one quarter, and is applicable to all consumers both 
ordinary and prepayment, with the exception that consumers 
using more than approximately 43,000 c.ft., or 200 therms, per 
quarter, at present benefit still further under the two-part 
tariff which was introduced in March, 1933. This reduction is 
of advantage to consumers to the extent of about £3,500 per 
annum. 


South Shields. 


The report and accounts of the Directors of the South Shields 
Gas Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, state that the 
revenue amounts to £121,444 and the expenditure to £101,048, 
leaving a profit of £20,396, as against £20,273 for the year 1933. 
The Directors propose a dividend on the consolidated stock at 
8}°, per annum, less income-tax, and on the ordinary stock at 
5{°) per annum, less income-tax. A balance of £14,182 is 
carried forward. Notwithstanding the continued trade depres- 
sion and unfavourable weather conditions the sale of gas was 
approximately the same as for the previous year. 


Southgate. 

An increase of 1°29% in the sales of gas for the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1934, is shown by the report and accounts of 
the Southgate and District Gas Company. The installation of 
gas appliances continues to proceed satisfactorily, and the Com- 
pany’s district has shown a marked development during the past 
twelve months. After providing for interest, income-tax, &c., 
and transferring £2,000 to the contributory pensions fund, the 
balance of profit available for distribution is £20,713, from which 
interim dividends of £5,585 on account of the year 1934 were 
paid on Sept. 1, 1984, at the following rates: On the preference 
stock, £5% per annum; on the consolidated (7% maximum) 
stock, £7% per annum (both less income-tax); and the Direc- 
tors now recommend the declaration of final dividends for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 1934, at the same rates. This distribution 
(including the interim dividends) will amount to £11,520, leav- 
ing £9,193 to the credit of the profit and loss account to be 
carried forward to the current year. During the year an issue 
of £15,000 consolidated (7% maximum) stock was made by ten- 
der, the average price realized being £152 12s. 2°81d.%; the 
proceeds have been credited to capital account. 












Southampton. 

The report and statement of accounts of the Directors of the 
Southampton Gaslight and Coke Company for the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1934, state that interim dividends at the maximum rate 
of 53°95 per annum, less income-tax, on the preference stock, and 
at the basic rate of 5% per annum, less income-tax, on the 
ordinary ‘stock, were paid at Sept. 1 last, and the Directors 
now recommend that final dividends at similar rates be paid, 
less income-tax, for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934. The 
sales of gas for the year show an increase of 60,195,600 c.ft., or 
3°83", and the sales of gas cookers, gas fires, and other appli- 
ances continue to give excellent results. The Auditors’ certifi 
cate on the accounts, furnished in compliance with the provi- 
sions of the Southampton Gas Order, 1933, shows that con 
sumers have benefited to a great extent as a result of the reduc- 
tion in the price of gas made in the early part of the year. The 
new 33 million c.ft. gasholder was inaugurated on Novy, 21, 1934, 
and has proved satisfactory in every way. 


Stamford. 

The Stamford and St. Martin’s Gas Light and Coke Company 
report a profit of £2,283 during 1934. The balance for disposal 
amounted to £4,565, and a final dividend of 7°., less income-tax, 
making a total of 18% for the year, was declared, leaving £3,710 
to be carried forward. The price of gas has again been reduced 
by 3d. per therm, and the sales of gas have satisfactorily in- 
creased by 4%. The demand for high-class appliances has 
steadily increased, all previous records being broken. 


Tunbridge Wells (S.E. Gas Corporation). 

The report of the Directors and the audited statement of 
accounts of the Tunbridge Wells Gas Company for the year 
ended Dec. 81, 1984, show that after paying in respect of the 
June half-year dividends at the rate of £7 4s.°% per annum on 
the sliding scale stock, £5°% per annum on the maximum stock, 
and after paying all fixed charges, there is a total available 
balance of £37,786, out of which the Directors recommend the 
payment of the following dividend in respect of the December 
half-year—viz.: On the sliding scale stock at the rate of 
£7 4s.°, per annum, and on the maximum stock at the rate of 
£5 per annum. This will absorb the sum of £8,844, leaving 
£28,942 to be carried forward to the credit of the current year. 
During the year the Company’s mains have been extended to pro- 
vide a supply of gas to Groombridge and Mark Cross, and are 
being extended to Withyham and Hartfield. The amount re- 
ceived for gas shows an increase over that of the previous year. 
The number of consumers has increased by 503 during the year, 
and 2,348 additional appliances have been sold or let out on hire. 


Weston-super-Mare. 

The total sales of gas by the Weston-super-Mare and District 
Gas Company amounted to over 424 million c.ft., representing 
an increase of 1°99% compared with the year 1933. During the 
year the purchase of the Cheddar Gas Company, the Burnham 
Gas Company, Ltd., and the Highbridge Gas Company, Ltd., 
has been completed, in accordance with Special Orders granted 
by the Board of Trade. The Company has extended its mains 
and is now supplying gas in Winscombe, Sandford, Cross, 
Axbridge, and Cheddar from its Weston Works. The Directors 
recommend the payment of 5‘, dividend on the consolidated 
ordinary stock, a dividend of 6'% on the 6%, redeemable prefer- 
ence stock, and a dividend of 5% on the 5% preference stock 
for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1934, all less income-tax. 


Wolverhampton. 

The report of the Directors of the Wolverhampton Gas Com- 
pany for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, shows a net profit on 
the year’s working, after payment of interest on the deben- 
ture stocks and contribution to the pensions fund, of £21,784. 
An interim dividend was paid on Aug. 29, 1934, at the following 
rates: £3% on the 6% preference stock, £2 10s.% on the 5% 
preference stock, £3 10s. on the consolidated ordinary stock, 
and the Directors recommend final dividends at the same rates 
for the half-year ended Dec. 31; all less income-tax. They also 
recommend that the sum of £4,000 be placed to the reserve fund, 
the balance of £132 being carried forward. The Directors are 
pleased to report an increase in the output of gas during the 
year, though the abnormal mildness of the carly winter 
materially affected the consumption during the closing two 
months. The demand for gas for industrial purposes shows a 
marked advance, and there is reason to think this will, given a 
continuance of improved trade conditions, be still further in- 
creased during the current year. During the past year the Direc- 
tors acquired a small privately-owned Undertaking supplying gas 
to the village of Albrighton, just beyond the Company’s limits of 
supply. A separate Company has been formed as owners, as 
a subsidiary of the Wolverhampton Company. The supply is 
now afforded from the Wolverhampton mains and a consider- 
able number of new consumers have already been added to the 
number taken over. The Directors record with deep regret 
the death in October last of their esteemed colleague, Mr. 
Lawley T. Smith. Mr. Smith had been a Director since 1916. 


York. 

The report and accounts of the Directors of the York Gas 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1934, show that the profit 
for the year amounted to £29,323. The quantity of gas 
accounted for during the year was 8,938,239 therms. The Direc- 
tors report with deep regret the resignation of their colleague, 
Mr. Arthur Pollard, after fifteen years of valuable service to the 
Company. To fill the vacancy the Directors have appointed Mr. 
John Grisdale. The Directors also regret to report the death 
of one of the Company’s Auditors, Mr. Herbert W. Pulleyn, 
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Notes on Plant and Processes 


A New “Sugg”’ 


Lamp being constructed of ‘‘ Hailware ” three-ply glass, whic) 

is claimed to possess very good light transmission qualitie, Ie ° 
Our illustration is of an exceedingly interesting new unit ‘ 
by Messrs. William Sugg & Co., Ltd., which all who are = 
interested in street lighting will wish to investigate. The Fa 
fitting, which the makers have named the ‘ London ” 
lamp, is, it will be seen, in entirely novel form, and a closer ; ble 
examination reveals a construction embodying an intensive wa 


Lt 


The same leaflet also deals with ‘“* Hailware ”’ howls fy &B wi 
gas lighting, which are also produced in a number of ver: in 
pleasing and modern designs. ? 
the 


A Novel Cooker Display Piece . 








va 
tri 
for 
H 
The ‘London ’’ Lamp—1I2-light model. 
$. 
system of reflection which, we are informed, is a complete 7. : 
break-away from hitherto accepted notions. The makers tr 
assure us that the fitting gives remarkable results in even oh 
distribution over the roadway, and they state that further ie ion 
information may be had from Ranelagh Works, Chapter 2 “ 
Street, S.W. 1 ‘ ’ 
3 Vi 
; ; : Ww 
An Attractive ‘“ High Beam” Setting P 
3 ; th 
a 











Our photograph shows a new display piece introduced by Messrs. 
Falk, Stadelmann, & Co., Ltd., for their ‘*Newholm’’ and 
“‘Bakerloo’’ cookers. These displays are constructed of plywood, 
and are available to gas undertakings for windows, demonstrations, 
or showroom use. The small figure on the left is to be incor- 
porated in the firm’s future gas cooker publicity. 


Two New Clarkhill Models 


Messrs. Clarkhills, Ltd., have recently added two new types 
of water heaters to their list of productions, with a view te 
meeting the demands of the estate builder of houses at a price 
between £400 and £500 and for slum-clearance schemes 

he ** Apex,”’ which is the name of the new storage heater, 
is made entirely of oe in two sizes, 12 gallons and 15 gallons 
capacity, lagged or unl: agged rape. to the wishes of the 
purchaser. The ieee is of new type, and has a cut-out 
fitted so that should the by- ‘allan go out, all gas would be auto- 
matically cut off from the burner. Owing to this arrangement 
it is possible to fit the heater to a prepayment meter. — Th 
heat of the water is controlled by a thermostat, which is set 
at the works to cut off the gas at 140° F., but can be adjusted 
lo sage _the user’s requirements, 
* Apex ” will supply sink, bath, and lavatory basin, and 
hot pF suitable for washing up can be obtained from the 
machine within three minutes from lighting up. The maximum 
gas consumption is stated to be 50 ¢ ft. per hour, and when the 
water reaches the full heat, the gas is cut off entirely, leaving 
only the by-pass alight. The heater is finished in cream enamel, 
and is supplied complete with baffle and stopcock. 

The other machine—which is called the ‘* Speedex "—is of a 
rather different type, and has been constructed with a view to 
fitting to existing boiler systems, so that in the summer it is 
possible to obtain hot water from the tank without lighting the 
boiler. Also, the heater will act as a booster where water 5 
needed very quickly, as the machine is fitted into the existing 
flow and return. The heat of the water is controlled in this 
machine, as in the “* Apex,’’ by a thermostat, while the burner 
is the same type as that fitted to the “ Apex *? machine, with 
the thermostatic cut-off. 

The ‘ Speedex *’ can be obtained in either oxidized coppe! 


¢ ~ @ £6 Lanai Lh Llu ula i, 


This very pleasing and modern gas fire setting, embodying a John 

Wright ‘ Inlae’’ model of the Radiation “* High Beam ”’ range, was 

arranged by the Edinburgh Corporation Gas Department at a 
recent exhibition in that City. 





New Gas Lighting Glassware 


leafiet recently issued by 
Ltd., of Morley, nr. Leeds, describes and illus- 
number of the firm’s latest glassware for gas 
As will be seen from the two examples re pro- 


A new 
Ackroyd, 
trates a 
lighting. 


Messrs. Hailwood & 


duced here, fittings are of attractive and modern design, 


or in white porcelain enamel finish, and is supplied complete 
with baffle and gas stopcock. 
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scientific public lighting that should be of interest to all gas 
engineers. 


Trade Notes 











The ‘‘ Keith ’? Domestic Gas Iron. The ‘* Broomwade’”’ Rotary Compressors. 
hick We have received from Messrs. James Keith & Blackman We have received from Messrs. Broom & Wade, Ltd., 
(Company, Ltd., 27, Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C, 4, a leaflet Engineers, High Wickham, some details of their ‘ Broom- 
tes, describing their ** Keith ’’ domestic gas iron. wade ’’ Rotary Compressors. Many advantages are claimed for 
these compressors, including the delivery of a continuous flow 
Fans for Industrial Work. practically free from pulsations, simplicity of construction, 
i . I ae economy in floor space, installation, and maintenance, and 
Descriptive folders concerning their “ K-B high-efficiency ease of coupling them direct to electric motors. They are 
blowers, turbo blowers, exhausters, and fans have been for- available in various sizes having displacements of from 6 to 
vated to us by Messrs. James Keith & Blackman Company, 2,700 c.ft. per minute. Single stage machines are suitable for 
Ltd., 2 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C. 4. pressures up to 30 lbs. per sq. in., but could be compounded 






for higher pressures. 






A “ Portcullis ’”’ Development. 
We learn with interest that Messrs. Bratt Colbran & Co. 





Flavel’s New Cooker List. 








for [E will very shortly be in a position to supply automatic self-light- The new cooker catalogue just published by Sidney Fiavel 
iron ing taps on their full range of “ Portcullis ’ Fires, and that & Co., Ltd., of Eagle Foundry, Leamington, is a very com 
oe fires fitted with the device will be displayed on their stand at prehensive one, containing full details and illustrations of the 

the forthcoming Ideal Home Exhibition, Olympia. complete range of the tirm’s domestic cooking appliances. The 






list is appropriately entitled ‘‘ The Joy of a Beautiful Kitchen, 
‘ . by reason of the many attractive finishes i in which Flavel cookers 
Mechanical Handling Equipment. may be obtained. Particulars are given of the firm’s spiral 
We have received from the Marco Conveyor and Engineer- burner which has several novel features—among them the fact 
ing Company, Rowin Works, Lynn Road, Leytonstone, E. that the gas enters the burner at a tangent and travels round 
a copy of their illustrated brochure giving an outline of = a circular machined slot in the head, thus providing a moving 
variety of Marco Mechanical Handling Equipment for all indus- flame with a whirling action. 






















trial purposes, including coal and coke handling and screening 
for the Gas Industry. Bread Baking by Gas. 
One of the features in modern bakery is the development 
Holophane-Edgcumbe Auto-Photometers. of ovens giving absolute control of temperature, ventilation, 
) and atmosphere in the ovens themselves. These ovens are to 
Holophane, Ltd., of Elverton Street, Vincent Square, be found in many cities, but so far as we are aware (states the 
§.W. 1, have kindly sent us _a copy of their list showing the Dewsbury Reporter), the only local instance of .their use is at 
Holophane-Edgcumbe Auto-Photometers. These instruments the Golden Grain Bakery, Hudde “ag a Road, Battyeford. 
now cover all general requirements for measuring illumination, Mirfield, the proprietor of which, Mr. Williams, has found 
from the small single-range pocket model to the elaborate Holo- the installation remarkably efficient. The ovens are operated 
phane Special Street Lighting Lumeter. on the latest principles, with accurate control at all points. We 
understand that Mr. Williams went very carefully into the 
“ Holophane ”> Prismatic Refractors. question of the costs of baking by different hacks before finally 
deciding on the Cox Heat-Trap, and it has been proved beyond 
We have received from Holophane, Ltd., Elverton Street, all doubt that these ovens not only save money, but also labour. 
Vincent Square, London, S.W.1, a copy of their new gas list Moreover, they ensure cleanliness and reliability. Since the 
which outlines the numerous recent developments in the use of ovens were introduced at the Golden Grain Bakery, sales have 
prismatic refractors for’ gas street lighting. The new units are increased, giving added significance to the slogan, ** Get up-to- 
the result of lengthy research, and open up a new field for date with gas. 








Wi 
: 





SSS 





* <~p~ a et SF a aS ee a 














A NEW IMPORTANT FEATURE. 


Dempster’s Patent scrubbing medium is of light weight, thereby reducing wear on shafting— 
is easily removed and replaced—and eliminates all possibility of by-passing. 


For the circulation of wash oil in the extraction of Benzole this improved machine ensures 
maximum efficiency and is equally effective for the recovery of Ammonia or elimination 
of Naphthalene. 


R. @ J. DEMPSTER L222: MANCHESTER. 


LONDON OFFICE - 34, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W. 1. 
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Simmance Patent 


DEAD-BEAT 
INDICATORS 


are especially suitable for 
use on Gas Works, and 
are available in ranges of 
vacuum and pressure to 
meet practically every 
requirement. They have 
been installed by most 
Gas Engineers and by the 
leading Gas Plant Manu- 
facturers, and many thou- 
sands are in constant use. 





ALEXANDER Wricut« © [1p 


= 1, WESTMINSTER PALACE CARDENS, VICTORIA ST. —— 
ian sae8 WESTM l NSTER, S.W. | Rg oo niade 
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Stock Market Report 
(For Stock and Share List, see later page) 


\t the outset last week a fillip was given to markets when 
the decision in the American gold clause case became known 
and the uncertainty over that question had at last been laid to 
vst. Later, however, business became very humdrum, and an 
all-round reaction set in. Gilt-edged securities lost some of their 
former recovery, while most of the other sections, particularly 
industrials, became irregular. A rise in the price of the commo- 
ities led to some activity towards the close in the mining and 
rubber markets, which were almost the only departments to 
tain any degree of firmness. 

The general depression was to some extent reflected in the 
Gas Market, for, though the volume of business was maintained, 
the prices of recorded transactions were in the majority of cases 
a shade under those of the previous week. In common with 
other high-class securities the ordinary stocks of our two lead- 
ing undertakings suffered a relapse; Gas Light units dropping 
js, 3d. to 26s. 9d., and South Metropolitan 3 points to 134}. 
At the time of writing £15,000 of the former is on offer at 27s., 
ond £5,000 of the latter at 135, at which prices the yields, based 
‘on last year’s dividends, are attractive at £4 3s.% and £4 5s.% 
respectively. It will be seen in the Stock and Share List that, 
apart from a large number of seasonal ex div. reductions, the 
above were the only two reactions of note. In the new issue 
market the Gas Light 3% debenture stock, recently over-sub- 
scribed at 933, closed on Friday at 239% discount. _ 

Among debenture stocks on offer at the present time there is 
a parcel of £50,000 Commercial Gas 3% irredeemable available 
at 89, free of expense, yielding £3 7s. 5d.%; a full half-year’s 
interest on this stock will be paid in June next. 


Current Sales of Gas Products 
The London Market for Tar Products. 


Lonpon, Feb. 25. 

The Tar Products market remains quiet with current values 
as follows: 

Pitch is slightly weaker, and is stated to be 42s. to 45s. per 
ton f.o.b. 

Creosote, 5d. to 5$d. 

Refined tar, 4d. per gallon in bulk at makers’ works. 

Pure toluole, 2s. 2d. to 2s. 3d.; pure benzole, Is. 9d. to 
ls. 10d.; 95/160 solvent naphtha, Is. 5d.; and 90/160 pyridine, 
about 5s. 9d.—all per gallon naked at makers’ works. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 
Feb. 25 

The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 20s. to 25s. Pitch—East Coast, 40s. to 
ts, 6d. f.o.b. West Coast—Manchester, Liverpool, Clyde 40s. 
to 42s, 6d.* Toluole, naked, North, 1s. 8d. to 1s. 9d. Coal-tar 
crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 6$d. to 63d. Solvent naphtha, 
naked, North, 1s. 4d. to 1s. 43d. Heavy naphtha, North, 93d. 
to 10d. Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid and salty, 
Hid. to 43d.; low gravity, 43d. to 4$d.; Scotland, 43d. to 44d. 
Heavy oils, in bulk, North, 4d. to 44d. Carbolic acid, 60's, 
Is, 9d. to Is. 10d. Naphthalene, £10 to £11. Salts, 55s. to 75s., 
hags included. Anthracene, “‘ A ’’ quality, 2}d. to 3d. per mini- 
mum 40°,, purely nominal; ‘‘ B”’ quality, unsalable. 


" All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of f.ob. In order to 
arrive at the f.a.s. value at any port it will be necessary to deduct the loading 
costs and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 
Giascow, Feb. 23. 

Prices remain steady, but new business is not plentiful. The 
forward position of road tar is commanding considerable atten- 
tion at present. 

Crude gas-works tar.—Actual value remains at 29s. to 81s. per 
ton ew works in bulk. 

Pitch is purely nominal at 48s. to 44s. per ton f.o.b. Glasgow 
for export and 42s. 6d. per ton ex works in bulk for home trade. 

Refined tar.—Numerous county schedules are now issued. 
Makers are still holding for 3d. to 33d. per gallon f.o.r. naked. 

Creosote oil continues difficult. Available supplies command 
the following: B.E.S.A. Specification, 43d. to 5d. per gallon; 
low gravity, 43d. to 5d. per gallon; and neutral oil, 43d. to 43d. 
per gallon; all f.o.r. in bulk. 
Cresylie acid is quiet, but quotations are well held. Pale, 


Gas Markets and Manufactures 





97/99%, 1s. 3d. to Is. 4d. per gallon; dark, 97/99%, 1s. 1d. 
to Is. 2d. per gallon; and pale, 99/100°%, 1s. 4d. to Is. 5d. per 
gallon; all ex works. 

Crude naphtha is on short production. To-day’s value is 4}d. 
to 43d. per gallon, according to quality and district. 

Solvent naphtha.—90/160 grade is 1s. 3d. to 1s. 4d. per gallon, 
and 90/190 heavy is 9d. to 10d. per gallon. 

Motor benzole is quiet at 1s. 3d. to 1s. 4d. per gallon ex works 
in bulk. 

Pyridines.—90/160 grade is 5s. 6d. to 6s. per gallon, and 
90/140 grade 6s. to 6s. 6d. per gallon. 















Benzole Prices. 





These are considered to be the market prices for benzole at 
the present time: 







> ae s. d, 
Crude benzole . . . o 83 to o g per gallon at works 
Motor = mg! ge ee Se ° ee ’ 
90% , 13 » © 38 ” ” ” 
Pure a ' owt? : ” ” 












Contracts Advertised To-Day 






Coal. 
Barrow-in-Furness Gas and Water Department. [p. 537.] 
Windermere Gas Department. [p. 537.] 

Coke. 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 


Lighting Goods (Mantles, Fittings, Copper Tubes, &c.). 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.]| 
Hereford Gas Department. [p. 537.] 

Main Cocks. 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 










Meters. 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 
Hereford Gas Department. [p. 537.] 







Oxide of Iron (Spent). 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 






Pipes, &c. : 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 
Hereford Gas Department. [p. 537.] 
Sidmouth Gas Department. [p. 537.] 








Stores (Picks, Shovels, Cast-Iron Goods, Oils, &c.). 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 
Hereford Gas Department. [p. 537.] 






Sulphuric Acid. 
Carlisle Gas Department. [p. 537.] 












New Capital Issues 


South Bank and Normanby Gas Light and Coke Company.— 
Messrs. A. & W. Richards, of 37, Walbrook, E.C. 4, are offer- 
ing for sale by tender on behalf of the Directors of this Company 
£15,000 of 4°, redeemable mortgage debentures and 3,000 £5 
45° preference shares both at a minimum price of issue of par. 
Tenders must be received by 11 a.m. on Thursday, March 14, 














Ewart & Son, Ltd. 


In presenting the balance-sheet and profit and loss account 
for 1934, the Directors of Messrs. Ewart & Son, Ltd., report 
that the trading of the Company has been fairly well main- 
tained, and that after making full provision for all bad and 
doubtful debts and contingencies, the net profit earned amounts 
to £25,843, and is available for distribution. To this falls to 
be added £12,475—the amount brought forward from last year, 
making a total of £38,318. 

The Directors recommend that the payment of the prefer- 
ence dividend of 16% for the year (less income-tax) be con- 
firmed, and a dividend of 173° on the ordinary shares for the 
year be declared and paid (less income-tax). 






















The Production of Benzole in the Saar, which was 30,000 tons 
in 1933, is estimated as having increased to nearly 40,000 tons 
last year. Of the 1934 output, about 30,000 tons were exported 
to Germany, the balance being used in the Saar itself. 
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THis installation 

of Glover-West 
Vertical Retorts at 
the gas works of the 
Yeadon & Guiseley 
Gas Company was 
put into service on 


December 27th, 1934 








The first month’s run under normal conditions of 
the Glover-West plant at Yeadon gave these results: 


Coal Carbonized... ... YORKS. GAS NUTS 
Total Gas Made ..._ ...18,104,000 c. FT. 
Gas Made per Ton _... 17,060 c. FT. 
Calorific Value (undebenzolized) $00 B.Th.U./C.FT. 
Therms per Ton... ... .. .. 8§°S 
West's Steaming Curve ... No.1PLUS 


More than 360 installations of Glover- West verticals are in service 


WEST’S GAS IMPROVEMENT CO., LTD. 


e ’ P oe 4. o ’ NG. 
LONDON: RECENT HOUSE. KINGSWAY, W.C. 2. MANCHESTER: ALBION IRONWORKS, MILES PLAT TON: 


. "Grams: “‘imvertret, Westcent.’ *Phone: Collyhurst 2961. Grams: “Stoker, Man 
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STOCK ‘AND SHARE LIST 


| Official Quotations on the London and Provincial Stock Exchanges 


Issue. 


| 1,551,868 Stk. 
000 





Quotations at :—o.—Bristol. 
| Wotation is per £1 of stock. 


| mcome: income-tax. 


Share 


Dividends. 


When 
ex- 
Dividend. 


Prev. 
Hf. Yr. 


% p.a. 


“2 
Te 


eKot 


Feb. 4 
Dec. 17 


24 
17 


Sept. 
Dec. 


22 May °33 
6 Nov.’33 
Dec. 17 
Jan. 21 
Dec. I7 
Feb. 4 
Sept. 24 


ete 


Sept. 24 


Feb. 4 
Dec. 3 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 18 
Dec. 17 
Feb. 18 
Dec. 17 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 4 
Dec. 17 
Sept. 10 
Feb. 4 


Dec. 

Feb. 18 
Sept. 24 
Feb. 18 
Oct. 22 
Jan. 21 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 18 
Dec. |7 
Jan. 16 
Feb. 18 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 3 


wt} 


> 


Oct. | 
Feb. 4 


ome 


Dec. 17 


@ 


Jan. 2 
May 28 
Feb. 18 
Dec. 17 
Oct 8 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 4 
Nov. 5 
Dec. 17 
Feb. 4 


+ = 


7 
4 
7 
I 
9 
7 
6 
3 
4 
5 
7 
6 
6 
5 
4 
4 
5 
8 
7 
4 
5 
6 
4 
4 
6 
5 
5 
2 
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I- 
3: 
5 
3 
5 
7 
5 
5 
7 
4 
5 
6 
5 
7 
5 
3: 
4 
3 
5 
4} 
6 
! 
6 
4 
3 
8: 
6 
5 
4 
8 
3 
0 
5 
5 
4 
4 
5 
l 
6 
5 
4 
3 
5 
5 
7: 
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Jan. 21 
Aug. 27 
Jan. 7 
Feb. 18 
May 28 
Sept. 10 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 
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: For year. 


~ 


Last 


Hf. Yr. 


% p.a. 
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g 


b.—Liverpool. 


j 


war’ 
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Alliance & Dublin Ord. 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 
Barnet Ord. 7 p.c. ‘ 
Bombay, Ltd. 
Bournemouth sliding scale 
Do. 7 p.c. max. 
6 p.c. Pref. 
3 p.c. Deb. 
4 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 
Brighton, &c., 6 p.c. Con. 
Do. 5 p.c. Con. 
Do. 6 p.c. B. Pref. 
Bristol, 5 p.c. max. ... 
Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 2nd 4 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. . 
British Ord. . 
Do. 7 p.c. Pref. |... 
Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Cape Town, Ltd. 
Do. 44 p.c. Pref. 
Do. 43 p.c. Deb. 
Cardiff Con. Ord. 
Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Chester 5 p.c. Ord. ... 
- “on Led., Ord. . sie 
7 p.c. Pref. 


3 Colonial Gas tase Ltd. Ord. 
Do. 


8 p.c. Pref. 
Commercial Ord. ‘ 

Do. 3 p.c. Deb. 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 
Croydon sliding scale.. 

Do. max. div. . 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 

Derby Con. ... ne 
Do. 4p.c. Deb... 

East Hull Ord. 5 p.c.... 

East Surrey Ord 5 p.c. 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 
European, Ltd. 

Gas Light & Coke 4 Pp. c. Ord. 
Do. 34 p.c. max. ... a 
Do. 4 p.c. Con. Pref. 

Do. 3p.c. Con. Deb. 

Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 

Do. 44 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Harrogate New Cons. 
Hongkong & China, Ltd. 
Hornsey Con. 34 p.c.... 
imperial Continental Cap 


Do. 34 p.c. Red. Debs. 


Lea Bridge 5. p.c. Ord. 

Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord.. 

Do. 5 p.c. Red. Pref. 

Do. 4 p.c. Deb. . 

.- 5 p.c. Cap. 

3 p.c. Deb. 

Malta & Mediterranean ee 

Metropolitan (of Melbourne) 
54 p.c. Red. Deb. . 

M. S. Utility “C"’ ‘Cons. 
Do. 4 p.c. Cons. 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 34 p.c. Rd. Rg. Bds. 

Montevideo, Ltd. 

Newcastle & Gateshead Con. 
Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 34 p.c. Deb. 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 43. 
Newport (Mon.) 5 p.c. max.. 
North Middlesex 6 p.c. Con. 
Northampton 5 p.c. max. 
Oriental, Ltd. 

Plym'th & Stonehouse 5 p.c. 

Portsm'th Con. Stk. 4 p.c. Std. 
Do. 5 p.c. max. 

Preston 5 p.c. Pref. 

Sheffield —_ 

Do. p.c. Deb. 
ene 5 p.c. Ord. 

South African . 

South East’n Gas Cn. Ld. Ord. 
Do, 44p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 

South Met. Ord. o 
Do. 6 p.c. Irred. Pf. 
Do. 4 p.c. Irred. Pf. 
Do. 3 p.c. Deb, 

Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb.. 
South Shields Con. . an 
South Suburban Ord 5 p.c. ... 

Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 

Do. 4 p.c. Pref. ... 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb, . 

Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 
Southampt’ n Ord. . p.c. max. 

Do. 4p.c. Deb. 
Swansea 54 p.c. Red. Pref. 

; p.c. Red. Deb. .. 
entadioan and District Ord. 

Do. 54 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 
Uxbridge, &c., 5 p.c. 

Do p.c. Pref. ... 
Wandsworth oa ad 

Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 5 p.c, Deb. 

c. De 


Pref. 


Do. 4 p. se 
Winchester W.& G. 5 p.c. Con. 


c.—Nottingham. 


d.—Newcastle. 
g.—Paid £3, including 10s. on account of back dividends. 


Rise 

Quota- 
tions, 

Feb. 22. 


or 
Fall 
on 


Week. 


135—145 


90—100 
167—172* 
30/——32/- 
223—233* 
170—175* 
148—153* 

86—91 
107—112 


1ii—116b 
13—IZ 
19/6—216 
20/-—22/- 
25'-—27 - 
118—123 
88—92 
123—128* 
165—170* 
114—119* 


187—197* 
142—144b* 
105—110b 
104—107b 
185—195* 


83—88 
205—215 


102—107 
113—118 
101—106 
102—107 
127—132 
98—101 
55—65 
26/-—-27 |-df* 


. 1053—1074d 


100—102d 
105—107d 
108—1 10a 
172—177* 
105—110 
170—175 
182—187 
182—187 
1O—115 
108—113 
148—150e 
100—104e 
153—158* 
3—4 


29/-—31/- 
22/6—23 6 


183—185d 
143—148* 
122—127* 


132—137 
108—113 me 
118—123* —2 
e.—Sheffie 
* Ex. div. 


Transac- 
tions, 
Lowest and 
Highest 
Prices 
During the 
Week. 


1422 
983—99 
168 


152—152! 


181—182! 
161 


174—175 
115 


903 


216 
26/- 
120—122 
166 
1163 
130! 


118—120 
26 3—27/9 
96—97 
1094—112 
90—92! 


116—1184 
1183—1194 


2173—220 


176—177 
172 

184—185 

112—114 


3 
23/13 
1321364 
1071-08 


891—90} 
1174 


1323—133 
17119 


1634—166 
122—1243 
1683 
165—1683 


125—127; 
135)—135) 


id.  f—The 
t Paid free of 








STOCK FOR SALE BY TENDER. 


By Order of the Directors. 
THE SOUTH BANK AND NORMANBY GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE | COMPANY, LTD. 


Messrs. A. & W. RICHARDS 
are Instructed toOF FER FOR SALE BY TENDER 
£15,000 
PER CENT. REDEEMABLE MORT- 
GAGE DEBENTURES, 
to be redeemed at Par on the 31st March, 1g60. 
Minimum Price of Issue, Par: 
3,000 £5 
44 PER CENT. PREFERENCE SHARES. 
Minimum Price of Issue, Par. 


FOUR 


and 


Prospectus and Form of Tender (which latter 
must be sent in by 11 o'clock on Thursday, 14th 
March) may be obtained of A. & W. RICHARDS, 
37, WALBROOK, E.C. 4. 





PATENTS. 


MEWBURN, ELLIS, & CO., 
HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND 


TRADE MARK AGENTS, 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2 
Telegrams: ‘Patent, London.” ‘Phone: 0437 Holborn, 
And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on Tyne. 


INGS PATENT AGENCY . LTD. 
(Director B. T. Kine, 0.1.M.E., Regd. Patent 
Agent, G,B., U.S.A.,and Canada), Advice, Handbook and 


| Consultations on Patents for Inventions and Trade 


Marks free. 49 years’ refs. 
STREET, E.C.4, and 657, 
Phone: City 6161. 


1464, QUEEN VICTORIA 
CHANCERY LANE, W.C. 2. 





TROTTER HAINES, & CORBETT 


BRETTEL’S ESTATE 


FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS 


STOURBRIDGE 


Manufacturers of GAS RETORTS, GLASSHOUSE 
FURNACE & BLAST FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS, 
TILES, and every Description of FIRE BRICKS. 


Special Lumps, Tiles, and Bricks for Regenerative and 
Furnace Work. 


SaipMents Promptly aND CAREFULLY Execurep. 


Lonpon Orricr: E. C. Brown & Co., 
LaeapennaLt Coampers, 4, St. Mary Axg, E.C. 








N.E. DUTCH 
BOG 
ORE 


NATURAL 
BRITISH 
OXIDE 


Maximum 
Moisture 


45% 


Maximum 
Moisture 


30% 


SPENT 
OXIDE 


Minimum 45% Sulphur 
REQUIRED 





THE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 
MATERIALS CO., LTD. 
LONDON ROAD, LEICESTER 




















GAS JOURNAL 
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EDINBURGH, LONDON, 
BRADFORD & BRANCHES 


ALDER EMACKAY LID 





